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(22157) Nol. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 2) 


(No. 4838. Very Confidential) 
ir, Therapia, June 26, 1906. 

T HAVE the honour to report that the Persian Ambassador ealled upon mo thyeo 
days ago, and expressed his increasing anxiety at the number of Turkish troops that 
Here being coneentrated in the Passova district, notwithstanding the assurarecs so 
Freanently given to him by the Porte that the Imperial Goverument aid not contemplate 
a forward movement or any aggression against Lersia, 

is information led him to believe that, notwithstanding those pacific assurances, 
five or six more battalions of the IVth Army Corps hid recently, been ordered, tt 
Proceed to Vassova, and that there were at the present moment abond thirty battalions 
of infantry concentrated in that district, 

Hrinee Riza Khan said that his Government was seriously alarmed, and had 

instructed hin to consult with mo and the Russian Ambassador, and to report 
etlier We were prepared to make fresh representations to the Ottoman Govermont 


of a nature which would deter them from a poliey whieh was rapidly leading to an 
inevitable conflic 


Last night the Russian 
his Government in the same 


a Palace official, who had 
icy which was ‘being foll 


the subject 
without delay and as o 


T gave the Grand Vis itary information I had received 


from our Consuls and others, urtees' despatch inclosed herewith, 
His Highness said that these numbers were grossly exaggerated, and that instead of 
thirty-tw¢ ig at Passova there were only eighteen battalions in 
Nizam, four Redifs, and two Hamidieh battalions, 

B 
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His Highness admitted, howover, that four more Hamidié battalions had been lately 
ordered to proceed from the Diarbekir district of the IVth Army Corps to Passova, 
Dut that they had not started as the Minister of War had not the money required for 
their equipment, commissariat, & A 

His Highness further admitted that the report of the state of affairs on the 
frontier, described in Mr. Mark Sykes’ private letter of the 3rd May, a copy of which 
Thad the honour to send you in my despatch No. 431, was remarkably correct, and 
he proceeded to give me confidentally an necount of his negotiations with the Sultan, 
He said that His Majesty liad been ‘frightened by General Abdullah Pasha, in whose 
hands this matter prineipaliy lay, who hid told “him that if he withdrew his troops 
from Passova all the Turkish tribes and Hamidieh officers would ho discontented, and 
that His Majesty’s prestige would suffer so seriously that he might be obliged to 
employ force to provent a revolution of his own Kurdish subjects, ‘Whese arguments, 
and the personal influence of Abdullah Pasha and his chauvinistic supporters at the 
Palace, had made a deep impression upon the Sultan, and though he hall ageced to the 
Appointment of Joint Commissioners he was disinclined to allow them to report what 
Was incontestably the fact, that Passova was situated within the Persian frontier and 
should be evacuated. His Highness said that le had staked bis influence and 
reputation with the Sultan by assuring His Majesty that if he agreed to withdraw his 
troops from Passova he would manage to do so Ww 


Tt was quite possible they liad been told to 
report against the evacuation of Passova. But they had no papers with them to 
Provo their case, and when their report, came in his ‘Highness would see to it that « 
Yeport was sent to tho Sultan establishing beyond doubt the Persian claim. to 
Passova, 

1 pointed ont to his Highness that it was his duty not to leave the Sultan in 
any doubt as to tho grayo danger of the course which was. guiding his policy: for 
Somo timo past in regard to this question; that if the Hamidich regiments oned gut 
out of hand there was no saving how fur disturbances would spread, and that got 
only was there a strong probability of there extending to the Bagdad and Bussorah 
Fegions, where already there was good deal of disorder and unrest, buc that they 
night also take a backward course and set up a rovolution in Asia Minor, where the 
condition of affairs in the Caucasus was already having its effect. 1 said that the 
mahitenanice of tranquillity in the regions of the Persian Gulf was a matter of deep 
conecrn, to His Majesty's Government, that frontier disturbances must necessarily 
peculiarly affect the Tussin Goyerument at this moment, and that if Turkey 
provoked by her policy and action a conflagration the consequences, however 
isagreeable to us, mnight be vory serious for Turkey. 

Mis Highness said I might rely upon his doing all in his power to come to an 
amicable arrangement with the Persian Ambassador, He was quite aware of the 
dangers towards which their policy. in reganl to this question was leading. ther 
His adversaries, However, wero numerous and energetic, and the struggle he was 
farting on almost single-tianded was rapidly wearing him out. is Highness, who 
looked worn and ‘tired, concluded by informing me that the condition of the 
Vth Army Corps was very unsatisfactory, and that he liad just sueceedod in getting 
Postey Pasha, who had beon Military Attaché with the Japanese army in Manch 
appointed as Ohiof of the Staff, and sent to Bagiad at the head of a Military Commis. 
sion to reorganizo the whole corps. ° 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 
———————— 
Tnclosure in No. 1, 
Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 84) 
Sir, Constantinople, June 22, 1906, 


ich HAVE the honour to bring to your notice the Inrge concentration of troops 
which has been recently effected between Mosul and the Persian frontier, 
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Reliable information places the forces thus concentrated at— 


82 battalions of infantry, 
1 battalion of mounteil infantry, 
4 battalions of artillery, 


whilst several regiments of Hamidieh cavalry are under orders to proceed to the 
frontier. 

‘The above detail probably represents a force of not less than 20,000 men, and 
43,000 armed tribesmen are stid to be merely awaiting the word to swoop into the 
the Provinee of Azerbaijan, 

‘The dislocation of the troops is as follow: 





AtSerdesht,. 6 battalions, 
15 Datta 


At Passova ., Military hospital 


Head-quarter 
8 battalions, 
At Rovandax Military hospital 
Supply depot, 
At Hamiich 1 battalion, 
AtEm. Military honpital 
Supply depot. 
At Sulimanieh 


AtMonl .. 





Military posts have also been established at Sinjan, Zakhio, Rania, Kot Sunjak, 
Alton, Kicupru, Kerkuk, and on the east bank of the Zab River, midway botieen 
Mosul and Rovanduz, 

Of the armed tribesmen— 





Tribiemen, ‘Where Stationed, 





6,000 under Sheihk Sai Aro about Serdesht, 

4,000 Mengor ay +) Between Passov and Hamidieh, 
8,000 Khosinao Near Rovardus, 

£000 Bilbas East of Rania 

1000 sheibk Bileni Betweon Erbil and Koi Sanjake, 
8,000 Harsawand by 

10,000 

3,000 


43,000 





‘These, with the exception of the Khoshnao, are mounted, 

The force at Passova is supplied from Exbil—a nine days? journey, 

the five battalions at Erbil are destined to join those at Passova.. 

ithe six battalions at Serdesht aro nominally under the command of Sheikh 
Sadik, but their business is to provent him from making an unauthorized and entice 
forward movement, 

‘he weak point in the Turkish 
Kerkuk, along whi 
Mosul, or raise a S| 


H. CONYERS SURTEES, Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 








[22377] No. 2. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received July 2.) 


‘DIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Scoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by dircotion of Mfr. Secretary Mor! 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of tele-sram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th June last, regarding quarantine on undemareated 
Persian-Afighan frontier, 


India Office, June 80, 1906, 


ey 
Inelosure in No, 2, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic,) P. June 29, 1906, 
QUARANTINE on undemareated portion of Perso-Afghan frontion, Your 
tologram of Mth April. 
Departure in near future, to start quarantine on Afghan frontier, of Russian 
Prank, whom Shaokat lias recognized as head of quarantine, is reported. by 
Captain Watson, who arrived at Birjand on the 23rd instant. Critical’ state of 
relations on undemareated bonter is known to us from inspection report recently 
‘ed from Keyes. S results would follow from Afghan attack 
Belgian Custom: tine officials, to which very little might lead. 
Ut might perhaps: be well to det question of making some representation to 
Porsinn Government efore establishment of cordon, should Watson's roport. prove 
well founded, 





(22136) No. 5. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Duf 


Foreign Office, July 2, 1906, 
nur tologram No. 171 of the 30h 4 
Tt thore is real da ant anti-foreign outbreak, British subjects should remove 
to the coast. We could notsend an adequate foreo far inland, and Consular guards 
could not give of tion in the turbances, 
Although Ziegle is under British prot fe should be glad to know the 
tiatiouality of their pre » and of the agent concerned in the incident, 





(22805) No, 4. 


Uiding instructions to the contrary, I propose to support any claim which Ziegler 
may profer for damage to his business. 


22839] Aah 





[22936] No. 6. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 6.) 


Sir, India Office, July 5, 1906. 

1 AM diveotod by Mr. Secretary Morley to eknowlelge the reevipt of Si, Gorst’s 
letter of the 20th ultimo, relative to the proposed tour of His Majesty's Consul-General 
at Meshed in September next on the frontior of Khorassan, ‘ 

In reply, I am to say that Mr, Morley coneurs in Sir B, Grey's view of tho 
subject, and has requested the Government of India to inform Major Sykes that THis 
Majesty's Government. consider that the tour would be inopportune in present 
ciroumstances, and to instruct him not to undertake it, 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) A. GODLY, 





[23086] No, 7. 
Mr. E, Grant Duf' to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received July 7.) 


P. Tehran, July 7, 1900, 
IR'S agents at Yezd, 
telegram No, 90. 

Tt isnot denied that the agent struck a boy for rudeness; but tis would hardly 
seem to justify his heing driven out of Yezd, having his life threatoned, and tho business 
of his firm di ned, 

Paris of Persia will become intolerable if wo acquiesco in a European 
being treated in this fashion, and it seems particularly desirablo, in tho presont chvotie 
state of the country, to show firmness with tho Porsian Government, 

Tam collecting information as to the stato of security at Yerd. ‘Tho journey from 
that place to the const oceupies sevoral weeks, 


a ee ee 


[23134] No. 8. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9,) 


Gulahek, June 11, 1906, 
ultimo, Lhaye the honour 
ter the Mushir-od-Dowleh 
Agent at Lingah, 
matter. From tho report furnished 


WITH reference to 
to report that on more 
made vague complaints 

T promised his Ex 


Was only appointed 

work, 
and Colonel Kemball, 
expressing appreciation 

had been conducted. 
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Jgeimmunicated the substance of Major Cox's report to the Mushired-Dowlch, 
Ty atded that in the absence of any proved misconduet on the part of our Agent ef 
Lingah I regretted my inability to take further steps in the matte; 

jy Jong experience of Persia convinces me that a complaint on the part of the 

n Government against British official is an almdst certain sign'that that 
leial is doing his work well, 





(23136) 


Mr. E, Grant Duf' to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
No, 156.) 
ir, Gulahek, June 16, 1206, 

T HAVE the honour to report that, after much pressure on my” part, the Persian 
Government have appointed « special oficial to settle outstanding Beak clases ce 
Tehran, Shira, Bushire, and Kerman 

‘The number of our local claitis is small, so that T hope hewill be able to leave for 
the south at an early date, 

Tn the prosent state of the country it is, impossible to say whether any 

r 1 attend the efforts of this official, but his appointment is at 
all vents a move in the right direction, aud T hope a few of the more flagrant cases 
may bo settled, 

Thave, ko. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





(28137) No. 10, 


B. Grant Duf' to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received July 9,) 
(No. 187.) 
ir, Gulahek, June 18, 1906, 

E IEAVE the honour to transmit Lerewith a copy of a despatch addressed to 
the Government of India by His Majesty’s Consul in Seistan, ealling attention to 
several incidents which have occurred at Nusretabad since the riot of the 28th March 
last, and showing that unless stops are taken to punish the persons implicated in the 
disturbances the situation may become serious, 

Tn spite of constant pressure on my part the Persian Government have, as far as 
Tam aware, taken n Steps to arrest the rioters, and havens yet paid no compensation 
for tho damage done to the Consular Dispensary. 

in his inelosed despatch Captain Macpherson, atter giving a number of instancos 
in which British Indian subjects haye been motested, states that tho people have 
completely got out of hand, and that trade is at a standstill, 

ah uci sent by the Rersian Government to inquite into the disturbances of 
March last must now be near Nusretabad, but although ho is friendly to us, E doubt 
whether lie will bo able to bring the offenders to justice, 

AAt the closo of his despatch Captain Masplierson states that the plague has got 
‘firm grip of the provinee, and is spreading in every diveetion, 

‘Tater news which has reached me tends to confirm this information, 

T haye, &e. 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 


_———— ee 
Tnolosure 1 in No. 10, 


Consul Macpherson to Government of India, 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Scistan, May 10, 1906. 

J HAVE the honour to submit, with reference to my telegram, dated. tho 
Ath May, 1006,.a statement of several’ incidents which have ocourred of late, all of 
which show thot British prestige in Seistan has suffered yery grvatly singe, the 
Aisturbanees at the end of March’; and that wiless early steps are taken to deal with 
the rioters, the situation is likely to become a very serious one. 
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2, On the 22nd April an accusation was made by some Saiyids of Hussainabad 
that ono of our sowars liad brought a Seistani woman into tho Consulate at night. 
Saiyid Hyder (who took a prominent part in the attack on the Consulate Hospital) is 
Known to have had this woman beaten in onder to force her to confess that she had 
accompanied the sowar, but she deelined. fo do so. ‘The matter was reported to the 
Peputy-Governor, who promised to send for Suiyid Hyder and to investigate the 
matter, bnt up to date he has failed to do so, and there is little prospect of his taking 
any action in the matter now. ‘This incident caused considerable excitement at the 
time, and, had the woman not refused to confess, might have load to furthor 
rioting, 

3 On the 27th April the Consulate muleteers, procecding to cut «khasi,” were 
stopped by some people of Hussainabad, who abused them, and told them that, i¢ thoy 
caine that road again they would be beaten, ‘The muleteers had gone to the cornfields 
by a track south of Husstinabad, well away from houses, They lind not trespassed on 
any crops, nor had they in a interfered with the people—in fact, they avoided 
inhabited places, as they did not wish to expose thomsclves to infection, ‘Tho 
Deputy-Gorernor set for two men who were in the crowd, but finding. that they 
were cultivators of Mullah Mehdi, he set them free at once, and lias declined to take 
any further action, 

4. Chait Singh, an Indian trader, accompanied by Ghulam Muhamed and Moti 
Ram, Indian traders, proceeded to Burj-i-Afghan on’ the $rd May, to gollet somo 
debts, Having completed thelr business at that. place they visited Bunjar on. their 
return journey, and proceeded to the house of Kalantar Mahomad Amit, who owed 
some money ‘to Chait Singh. As they did not know which house the Kalantar 
lived in, they had to inquire their way, and after passing through n considerable 
Portion of the bazaar they arvived at his house, and he eamo out to talk with them, 

hilst talking, two other men came up, one of whom ordered the traders to leave 
the town. ‘They protested that they had come there to collect money, whereupon, lo 
struck Moti Ram on the back with a stick, and the traders, not wishing to causo a 
disturbance, left the town, ‘They hiad proceeded but a short distance when a sorvant 
of the Kalantar called out to them to stop. ‘They did so, and were informed that 
if thoy came again the next. day the money would bo paid to thom at an observation 
Bot utside the town, ‘They remained eonversing for some fifteen aninutos, during 
which time some moro people collected and gradually surrounded thom,  Soine 
Persons commenced to throw lumps of hardened mud, which struck both the trader 
and their horses, and the exowd quickly became transformed into a. riotous moh, the 
trudors, only with considerable difficulty, escaping without serious hurt. A servant 
Of thelrs, who was not mounted, was seized by tlie mob, soverely beaton, his clothes 
torn off, the property of the traders, was stolen from him as 
he was lying on t . He was rescued by Khan Mahomed Khan, who threatened 
to Bro on the mob if they did not releaso him, On ascertaining tho above facta: 1 
Peputy Governor that unless immediate stops wore taken in this ense 
Howl decline to hold myself responsible in future for the dots of British subjocty, A 
copy of this letter is attiched for information, 
¥y-Governor in his reply stated that the traders were to blame, as they 
ho also stated that the men were not, attacked, that he’ did ne 
y had been stolen, and that he declined to take any action jn tho 


thoy loft 


| ‘any action in the ease of Lowani, 

diary for the 12th April. He promised to send for 
int, but has failed to do so, stating that his messengers 
i ovring to excessive floods. "As w matter of fact thore is 


“me a list of the ringleaders of the 
on the second day after the riot, but he 
it only contained the namos of eight 


persons, although 


7. A reviow of th med incidents, taken in conjunction with others 
hich ave been previously reported, shows how’ severely our prestige has sulfered,, 
oil in the estimation of the officials and of the people, 








‘rade is at a standstill, the traders having closed their shops, as they find it 
impossible to carry on their business under present conditions; if they even endeavour 
to collect a debt, a crowd collects, and they are intimidated. ‘They have beon told 
that if any persons from Bunjar are punished on account of the “assault already 
referred to, that they must be prepared to take the consequences. ee: 

iui People have got completely out of and, a8 they see that they ean riot with 
impunity, and the longer they remain unpunished the more quarrelsome will they 
Decome; and incidents similar to those mentioned abore may he expected to becomes 
more frequent and to increase in gravity. R . 

‘The traders aro seriously considering whether they can remain here in safety 
if protection to render life and property more secure is not afforded them, . 

Even beggars do not hesitate now to eall out insulting remarks when Bri 
subjects puss them in the streets, An incident of this kind occurred yesterday when 
Captain Kelly and I were walking, unattended, to the customhouse, a group of 
Vegas openly called us “Koflirs,” and made use of other similar. opprobtious 
‘expressions, 


(pal gdmmision by boll: the Webian and Seistan authorities that they are not ina 
position to punish theringlenders of the recent viot would seem a uffcient justification. 
Ao" {to move up troops irom Robat to protect British intorests here until such timo 
wee cpatsian authorities are in w position to guaranteo that our interests are 

lsquately safeguarded, and T would accordingly recommend that this step should now 
be taken. 

‘Nhe Persian Government las been given 
situation if it had wished to do so, as it 
no action has been 
be vi 

¢, until the ring. 
trict, it will he quite 
ins now got a firm 


His Majesty's Ohargé d’Affaires at 
Consul-Genoral si Meshied, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) aja MACPHERSON, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consut for Seistan and Kein. 


—— 


Tnclostire 2 in No. 10, 
Consul Macpherson to Deputy-Governor, Seistan, 


(After compliments.) May 5, 1906, 

1 HAVE the lonout to inform you that Chet Singh and tivo other garde core 
assaulted in Bunjar the day before yesterday, and their servantse Posten subject, was. 
also severely beaten and robbed of 50 tomans, the property of the traders, 

ithe attack appenrs to have been an entirely unprovoked one, sed due to the 
instigation of Mahomed Amir, Kalantar 

ai thts js the thitd ineident of abuse or assault on British subjects within the last 
fen vs, iiespective of the attack on the Consulate Hospital and subsequent 
isturhanees, in nono of which eases hns any attempt. hess made to punish the 
Gflenders ox protect the property nnd persons of British subjeste,1 have the heat 
Hale that unless immediate stops aro taken in the present ease, T shall by neni to 
ald mpsclf responsible Nenceforth for the acts of British subjects aed oe te 
Reluctantly compelled to submit_a most unfavourable report, ts ay Government 
Foganting your personal attitude towards the interests of British subjects 

Tn view of the very friendly relations which have hitherto always existed between 


f) 


Famed and this Consulate, no one would regret the above step more than myselt, but 
there is a limit berond which it is impossible to overlook matters, and that point tias 
now been reached. 





[23138] No. 11. 
Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Rawward Grey —(Received July 91) 


(No. 158, Confidential.) 
te Gulhek, June 18, 1906. 
1 THINK it my duty to draw the attention of His Majesty's Government to tho 

ferious condition of affairs in Persia, a condition which has since the satiate of May 

been aggravated by the inability of His Majesty the Shah to transect, bactte owing 
to illness, 

Would in the first placo remind you that within tho Inst few months distuY- 
Panees, more or less grave, have taken place in the following Important tere 
Pe eat, tan, Meshed, Seiston, Kerman, Kermanshah, flamsdan, Shiten Rene 
eae het of the Shati’s sons, Shon-es-Sultaneh and Avad-es-Sultsn: lea horn 
Gitetled by the people from Shiraz and Resht respectively, while the Tellal-ed-Dowlehi, 
His Majesty's nephew, was recently summarily ejected’ from the Governorship of 
Kurdistan, narrowly escaping with his life, 

The dispatch of a Special Commissioner to redress grievances in Fars has proved 
§ Giastrous failure, and aver $00 peoplo of all classes (ineludins Kajar Princes) aro 
Daal Tee at at Aisiesty’s Consulate, and docline to leave the protection ot Are 
British flag until the Persian Government shall sive Tlie Legation a 
assurance that thei ances will he redressed, 
the Grand Vizier o irate 

the southern yonds 
m being Mr. Rico, of the 
Society, midday near Shulgistan, 
on the main road ‘betw 

united against the Grand Vivier, and are 
inthe Administration referred to in my despateh No. 24 
‘The town is in an unsatisfactory state, and ho Persign ie 
in turopeans only with passes,” ‘The strects avo patrolled 

¢ ity even their commanding officer is by nis cortai 
pangue is raging in Soistan and not unlikely to spread “ta Khorasan, while 

‘Turkish troops are still encamped on Persian soil 

Haétan, Kurdistan, and: part of Azerbaijan and Avabistan may he suid to bo 
in a state of chronic rebellion s 

Apcoa ate aware, in Persia such Government as can bo said to exist 
from. the Sovervign, without: whose assent even the 
‘Sued. The immediate rsult of His Maj 

ling confusion, and all. government w pricti 

pending His Majest, The Mushir- 

and indeed all th 

central 


ment in case of 
but most of the of 
‘months, 


nitly drivi 
ly putting ont his eye, and 
i Mushir-ed- 
ing even 


trouble that 
The Mushir, while apologisi 
town the Persian Government 
Hum there ate hundreds of thousands) to be hemen 
sie co3s lmprisoument, which in this eountsy mon 
whatever, 
1660) D 
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Not long ago a caravan carrying 0 valuable consignment of lambskins belonging 
4p Russian merchants was proceeding from Ispahan to ‘Tehran, when the Tjlateds 
Dowlch, a Kajar Princo and! a near relation af the Shoa-es-Sultanch, attacked and 
Seized the mules and flung the skins into the desert, doing damage estimated at 
412000 tomans (7,0001.). ‘The only excuse given was that the mules were requirel for 
the Shoa-es-Sultanch's harem, which was proceeding north, and the Ijlal has not 
been punished. ‘The Russian Legation are endeavouring to obtain compensation, “Ve 
js interesting to note that the Tjlal-ed-Dowleh is the samo ruffan who not long ago 
bronght an unfounded accusation against His Majesty's Consul at Shirae, Tis pros 
Gress north in charge of the Prince’s harem has been marked by other deeds of 
{izlenee ono of which was to foree the toll-bars on the Kum woad, thereby causing a 
loss to the Porsian ‘Iransport Company of some 80 tomans, 

he state of things to which T have the honour to draw attention, taken in eon- 
ncetion with the history of this country for the lust two or three. years (see the annual 
Yeports on Persia), may, T think, be described without exaggeration as most. unsatie- 
fctoryy not to say dangerous. 

Every responsible man in this part of Persia, whether European or native, would, 
Tam confident, Lear out nll I liave said, and many important Persian olficitls have 
opeuly expressed to me their belief that the end of Persia as an indopondent State fe 
not Fite off, 

{t should not be lost sight of that Azerbaijan, Ghilan, Mazanderan, and Khor- 
Aeaan tie pithiu the shadow of Russia, and commorcially ‘are practically pact. of 
that Emipive, Any sories of events which profoundly modify. the oxistine condition 
of Russia will inevitably affect: Northern Persia, and I had the honour lest eatin 
to point this out in my tolegram No. 179 of the 220d Decomber, 1905, 

In these circumstances T yonture to think that His Majesty's Government would 
be well cavived to consider what stops should be taken—and ‘any such steps to: bo 

be taken soon—to prevent serious trouble in this country. Some form, 
ep cantrol will Lefora long be necessary, Ts such control to ho carried out by 
Engl alone? ‘Miers are tions that Germany is not indifferent 
to Persian affairs, and any delay in taking action might bring about a situation of 
Which Morocco and Paypt have furnished examples in the past aud might profoundly 
affect the future of India, 
‘ist and foremost, some form of European control of tho finances 18 essontial, 
The Minister of Kinane, an. intelligent man who was educated at Balliol, cad 
AM, Naus frankly admit that this Department is in w state of absolute chaos, and that 
{ut @ small portion of tho revenue over reaches the Treasury, There is, L understand, 
‘hale prospect of obtaining a substantial loan, and it is elear that without adequate 
funds even the miserable Administration which exists eannot be carried on, 

ih making this roport T have been careful to avoid anything like ext 
It is difficult to convey to any ono imaequainted with Persion methods une 
idea of the utter rottehness of the Government, of the venality of the i 
absence of all justice, the stupid eruelty of the punistiments, 
the Court. 

he men who are now appY country are 

such reforms introduce, the 
y could not carry them out, even in the 
unlikely event of their wishing to do so. 


‘Thore is, ih my opinion, Tittle hope that the sit 
Jator the cmsh will'eome if the Persian Gov 
for Tis Majesty's Government to determine 
agreement with Russia, of wait for an inte 
which may be far-ivaching and perhaps not 


culty in 
the consequences of 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) BYELYN GRANT DUFF, 





(28140) No. 12. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 9, 
(No. 160.) a ae 
Sir, Gulatek, June 20,19 
viaice FAVE the honour to transinit horewith a translation of a nse fras sey nd 
Visier, in which his Highness promises to pay within one month from the 2h 4 imo. 


a 


the interest due on the loans made by His Majesty's Government to the Persian 
Government through the Imperial Bank of Persia, x 
Mr. Rabino has not yet reported to me that. the money has been paid, and on the 
27th June next I shall again call the attention of the Atabeg-i-Azam to the matter, 
if the Persian Government have not lodged the amonnt due, 
Thave, &c, Ste 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUP) 


Tnclosure in No, 12, 
Alabeg-i-Azam to Mr, B. Grant Duff 


May 27,1906, 

I HAVE received your note of the 26th May respecting the interest on 290,000. 
duo to the Imperial Banik of Porsia. T have to inform you that I had already. prossed 
the Ministry of the Customs to pay the money’ a8 soon as, possible, When 1 received 
your letter tho Minister of the Customs was presont, and T verbally prossed itn again, 
‘This money will bo paid to the Imperial Bank within a month. 





(23141) No. 18 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received uly 9.) 

ge 48t) Gulahek, June 20, 1906. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 128 of the 12th instant, I have the honour 
to tmusmit herowith a copy of « note to the Persian Goverment rogatding. tho 
removal by the Russian telegraph officials at Meshed to their own olffico of the battery 
and wire of the Sefstan telegraph lino, ‘ 
Although I have received no reply from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, T hear from [is 
Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed that the battery and wire havo now been restored 

to their original position. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRAND DUKE. 


———_—ee 
Tnelosure in No, 18, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


HAS Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed reports that on the th instant tho 


Fussian telegraph officials in Kiorassan removed the battery of the Seistan tlegenplh 
line into the Russian office and then cut the end of the wire and also took it ints the 
Russian office. ‘The Russian signallers ean now cut off both the British and Pereity 
offices at will and monopolize thie line, 

I have the honour to request your Excellency to bo so good as to inform mo 
‘whether the abore action of the Russian telegraph officials was taken with tho 
Mrowledge and permission of the Persian Government, and, if not, what measures they 
Propose to adopt to restore the arrangements hitherto existing on the Meshied-Seistay 
ine to their former position, 


June 12, 1906, 





[23142] No. 14, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9: 
(No. 162.) f es ae 
Sir, Gulakek, June 20, 1906, 
WITH yeferenee to my telegram No, 161 of the 16th instant, L have, the lomour 
Pi temmsmit herewith copies of notes addressed to the Grand Vizier aud Muslinot, 
Dowleh regarding affairs at Shiraz, 
On the Sth mnstant His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz was warned that a numbor of 
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the inhabitants of that town proposed to take “bast at the Consulate. Mr. Grahame 
immediately: communicated with the Governor-General of Furs and the Karguzar, but 
apparently no steps were taken by these officials to preserve order, and om the Sth 
instant over 200 people of all classes. proceeded to take refuge at His. Majesty's 
Consulate, ‘They are still encamped in Mr, Grahame’s garden, and as the Gread 
Viricr has not even answered my notes it would appear that his Highness fa elthes 
unable or unwilling to induee them to leave. 

‘The Alwed-Dowleh, who is one of the few Persian officials of any eapacity, lins 
how been appointed Governor-General of Fars. He left. yesterday for Shiras, and 
before his departure T had a long interview with him. Hp showed mo a decdnere 

e Shah's own hand giving him full powers, He earnestly begged mo to 

n, anid T promised: to do so provided that on his side he undertook to sel 
outstanding British claims an ly to tal t our trade being 
riven out of Pars, His B "¥ wis most cordial aud sensible, and expressed the 
Opinion that he would be able to conciliate the people of Fars if the ShoapeSeltanc, 
Has. wot allowed to interfero with him. He said: that the whole country was in a 
terrible state, and that the central Government vas gradually losing its bold on, the 
provinces, Previous to my with the Ala-ed-Dowleh Thad seen the Mushir- 

Who verbally promised to write to ino officially to the effect that the new 
Governor-General of Fy received fall posvers to redress grievances, The great 
ion: of ation is. this: The Shih sold to the Shoa-es-Saltanoh } 

bor of Crown Inns in Fars, and the Prince not only took these lands but sersod a 
large uunber of othor properties marching with them. Unless the Ala-ed-Dowleh. ig 
able to restore these lands to their owners and the Grown lands to the State I fess 
Is efforts to concitiate the poople may: he wmavailing, ‘The situation line hota mete 
HMlcated by the arrest in ‘Tehran of the KavamewleMulk and. tho: Nasireul-AMulk, 
both prominest and the forimer the greatest landowner in Kats 
st 1 the Persian Government are ouring to make them pay large 
fines, ion to liberty would probably exvate a good impression in Shiray, 


but 1 xves-Saltanch, who at present as the ear of His Majesty the 


Sa wll lo all ho can to prevent order boing restored in Fare, as by 80. doing he 
will he able to diseredit the Alused-Dowleh 

Jan seeretly informed that some prominent persons at Court aro trying to persnade 
the Shadi tha i ari, and especially the presence of a large number of 
i subjcets at the British Consulate, are due to the intrigues of Mr. Graben 

necessary to say that this is totally 
doubtless is the author ef these: anfounded. compl at being 
ousted from a rich provinee whieh his Highnes his peculiar 
property, and the Persian Cov 
people of Shiraz, who aro desperate, 
intervention, 
However, T avo some hope that a strong and relatively. honest 
gurate n Lotter state of thin 
sterilay, promised me to iach Shiraz ckly as possible.” ‘Till his 
the people will not leave the Consulate, but T shall continue to endeavour 
tovellvct a settlement, 

As a comment on tho. sta of the Po inister in London that the 
Accounts xiven of the troubles in § had been exaggerated (Geo your telegram 
No, ff the 10th January, 1900), L trmsinit a photography’ taken at tl time of he 
Brel dn bast | at the great mosriue as a protest against the eruelty and oppression 
Pye StioaosSaltanch. ‘Whe Aliced-Dovsloh has learned inuch since bis Sete ee 
qersia wid T do not think would now say that the bail state of the cotitry fad hese 
exaggerated, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 


——— ea 
Tnelositre 1 in No. 14, 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dovleh. 


Sere eis June 10, 1906. 
{ON fhe Sth instant His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz was warned tha number of 
the inhabitants of that town intended to take“ bast” at the Intcl Consulate, 


* Not reproduced, 
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Mr. Grahame immediately communicated with the Vazir Makhsus and tho 
Kanguzar. Tam not at present aware whether those officials took any steps to prevent 
these persons invading His Majesty's Consulate, but yesterday over 300 men, belonging 
to all classes, from Princes downwards, took “bast” in Mr. Grahame’s garden, ant 
Tefused to leave his premises. 3 

The grievances of the people of Fars are well known to the Persian Government, 
‘who would appear to have taken no measures as yet to redress them, 

It must, I am confident, be clear to your Excellency that the present state of 
affairs cannot be allowed to continue, and 1 request. you to lay this noto before 
Majesty the Shah, with a view to order being speodily restored at Shiraz, 

Ik is harly necessary to say that His Majesty's Government, to whom T have 
telegraphed on the subject, will old the Persian Government responsible for any 
damage to the persons or property of British subjects in Fars, 

Tnconclusion, hava tho hevous t request your Exeelleney to inform mo as soon 
as possible what measures the Persian Government propose to take to clear His 
Majesty's Consulate of the large number of persons now in refuge thore, 


_———— 
Inclosure 2 in No, 14, 


Mr. E. Grant Duf) to the Grand Visier. 


(Translation, June 14, 1906, 

cee THOUGH Sve days liave passed since over 300 Persian subjects invaded His 
Majesty's Consulato at Shiraz, no steps apparontly have beon taken by your Highness 
to restore order in that town, j 

Tn accordance with the request of the Persian Government, Mr Grahame 
‘announced to tho people in bast” at the Consulate that the Ala-td-Dovleh 
appointed Governor-General of Fars, In. spite of ever 
le Grahame to quiet the. preval 
Majesty’s Consulate, and re addi 
stating that until they 
Logatiou that their griev 
of the British flag. 

Tt must, Tam confident, bo clear to your Highness that. the Persian Governmont 
cannot continue to refuse to ako tops to Festorw order in Shiraz, aud I await a rooly 
to thy notes I have had the honour to. address hoth to your’ Highnem and. to ae, 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the subject, in order that I may inform His Majesty's Govern- 
meut of the measures you propose to take to put an end to a state ef attuine okt 
is causing serious damage to British interests, 


rs 
Inclosure 3 in No, 14. 


F Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed- Dowleh, 
HIS Majest 

on him yesterda 

compliance with 

but they absolut 


ie present 
situation 
may become very grave, 

T hear also from a reliable source that the recent arrest of the Kavam-ul-Mulk hag 
greatly aggravated the situation. 

The presence of hundreds of Persian subjects at His Majesty's Consulate is 
extremely inconvenient, and I have the honour to request that your Highness will take 
adequate measures to restore order and protect British interests at Shiraz, which are 
compromised by the anarchy which has now prevailed for nearly a year, 


ee 


(2660) E 
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[23144 No. 15, 
b Mr. B. Graiit Duf to Sir Bdwérd Grey—(Received July 9), 


(Xo. 164.) 


“ L HAVE the honour to transmit 


the ‘great difficulty of obtaining direct 
‘a number of independent indidents and 
Consulate were mainly responsible for the 
as follows 
gu de The presence of Well-known Russian agents at the riot and their activity in 
inciting the crowd, \ ; 
2. ‘he attitude of the Russian Consul in denouncing, is concerned in the disturbande, 
Certain Persian officials known,to,be friendly to, British interests, 
8, ‘The advent in Nasratabad of a number of vil 
notoriously under Russian 


T may say, here that, at the request of Captain Macpherson, T'dill whit T'coula ‘to 
prevent the withdrawal of Malek-ultukuma, but. the Meshin dds jowleh stated thht 
information quite uneonnécted with complaints either from the Russians or the Customs 
had come to the knowledge of the Central Governmeit, and they must insist on tet, 
Fight to remove their own olicers, In the face of this statement it was eleatly impossible 
for me to pursue the subject, 

Tt appears to me that His Majesty's Consul in Sefstan makes out a strong ease 
against the Russians, hear a strong resetablance to those 
frequently mate use of in the past by Russian agents in Persia, 

It is, however, difficult for me to believe that if the Russian Consul in Seistan 
instigated the tiot he was instructed to do so from Tehran. M, de Somow, who was they 
Russian Chargé d'Aifites, is @ quiet gentlemailike man. T have always found tiie 
friendly and straightforward, and 1 should be surprised to see proof that he had. been 
concerned during an outbreak of plague in fimenting a discreditable and rather useloce 
disturbance, which, owing to the consequent breakdown of the quarantine arringemedts, 
has probably caused hunceds of deaths. Russian agents in Persia are, however, given 
a very free land, and if, as one 1 led to suppose, the Russian Consul in. Nasratabad ig 
‘n unserupulous man, itis quite conesivable that he hoped to make political capital out 
of a riot similar to that of 1903. 

‘The Russinn Legation here has for some time been Keeping quiet, and is just now 
‘more interested in affairs in Russia than in Persian polities. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
ee 


Inclosure 1 in No, 15, 


Consul Macpherson to Government of India, 


Sir, Seistan, May 28, 1906. 

NIMH reference to your telegram dated the 7th May, 1906, Lhave the honows to 
report as follows -— 

‘My opinion ns regards the complicity of the Russians in the riots of the 27th March, 
and’ in the subsequent demonstrations by the Bunjars, &,, is sill substantally thee 
expressed Ly mo in ny leter to the Government of India of the 2nd Apri, that i t¢ 
say, Lam of opinion that they fermented the feeling of unrest which had been axetea 
in the ‘ely aud in the neighbouring villages by the advent of plague and by tic 
introduction of anti-plague messures, and attempted to induce the people, to serie 
those measures; that their object in so doing was primarily to lessen Gus ines 
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and deprive us of the virtual control of the anti-plague measures, which, previons to 
the disturbances, bade fair to pass into our hands, 

Tam not prepared to say that, had the Russians held altogether aloof, the fechie 
‘of unrest then existing would have found no expression. As has been provel time a 
time again in India, an outbreak of plague in a district which hus not previously been 
subjected to its ravages frequently resulta in agitations and disturbances, and. mote 
especially so when any attempt is made to cope with the disease, Morebvér, in the 
present instance, the man in whom the control of ‘the anti-plague mesures is vested is 
one conspicuous for lack of tact, and this defect, when dealing with ah emergency which, 
abore all, demands that quality, isin itself almost fatal, A 

he feeling of unrest might, indeed, have found some expression, bit T ain 
convinced that it mould never have taken the direction, nor expanded to the ditiensions 
which it eventually did, nor would it, feel assured, have liad he iiltiniate unfértunate 
result of indefinitely suspending active anti-plague mieastres, and so direetly causing the 
deaths of probably some hundreds of persons, had not the Russians scizéd the oppot 
tunity of fining the fame and poisoning th rina of the pedple through the tieditim 
of their agents, a 

Having thus expressed my opinion in general tettis, T propose to examine inore 
closely the evidence available, but, betore doing so, would draw attention to the attitude 
of the Russians immediately subsequent to the first disturbance, As Ihave already 
reported (vide my letter of the 20th March), I mot the Russian Consul and the Director 
of Customs an hour or so after the burning of the gue huts; they, then, in my 
wesenee, laid the blaine entirely at the door of the Malik-ul-Hukuma and the Persian 

‘elegraph Master. ‘The former had only ative a few days peviously, and it appeared 

that the Russian Consul was ostensibly 40 convinced of his comp ity that he ad 
actually threatened to arrest him. Now, this man had expressed himself in favour of 
the anti plague measures advorated by us, had had himselt publiely indculated. by 
‘Captain Kelly, and, so far as could be judged, was acting in perfect good faith (vide my 
Tetter dispatched to you under cover of letter of the 10th April, 1900). Why, theny 
was the Russian Consul so antagonistic to him in particular, since such antagonism 
practically spelt opposition to the anti-plague measures ? To me the answer seems, and. 
seemel, obvious. It should he recollected that the primary object of the Russians was 
to keep every vestige of control of the anti-plague measures out of our bands, Aw 
is abundantly clear from my diaries, M: Molitag eile here, had ayailed himself of our 
Giuerionee in plague work, and had frequently acted on our adviee, and we had 
thereby acquired a certain influence among the people in all matters relating to the 
Suppression of plague. After M. Molitor’s departure an opportunity. of undermining. 
that intlusnee presented itself to the Russians. In order to do so. it was obviously 
necessary to hinder its farther growth, anid this coud best be offectod by, firstly, 
exciting’ the people against the plague mensures; secondly, by weakening any’ factory 
in the ‘situation whieh tended to promote those measures, and through which a 
settlement might finally be effected, and, thirdly, by fanning tho agitation in order to 
Prevent its too abrapt extinction, and possible consequent resumption of anticplague 
measures, 

‘The burn 


fh 
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On the 29th March a large number of men came in from the village of Bunjar, 
some 5 miles distant from the city, carrying flags, &e., and with the obvious intention 
of creating a disturbance (vide my despatch of the 26th March). I have already given 
details of this occurrence, but would here lay emphasis on the fact that this village is, 
probably to a degree much greater than any other, Russophil. 

Twould call attention to. several points, which seem to me in themselves to very 
clearly indicate Russian instigation, and which, when viewed in the light of previous 
incidents already commented on, leave uo reasonable doubt in my mind. 

‘Bunjar is a village which for some time past has been much under Russian influence. 
In this connection I would refer you to Mr. Dobbs? letter, dated the 7th July, 1903, on 
the subject of the grain riots, On that occasion it was practically proved that the 
Tussians, wishing to arouse an anti-British agitation, used the Bunjaris as their tools, 
‘Whe chief agitator vas then one Saiyad Hussein (vide p. 12 of Mr. Dobbs’ letter), and 
itis to he inferred that this man was the principal instrument in the hands of the 
Russians in stirring up that agitation. ‘That incident occurred less than three years ago. 
o.day, again, the Bunjaris, under the leadership of Saiyad Hussein, ereate an agitation 
against the British, and that, moreover, at a moment most opportune from the Russian 
point of view, most unfortunate from our own, But, it may be argued, it is possible that 
the Bunjaris, on this occasion at all events, had real grievances of their own altogether 
disconnected from Russian intrigue, 

Tt is difficult to see how this ean be the case. From my letter dated the 
29th March, it will be scen that such grievances as were brought to our notice had no 
connection with the Bunjaris themselves ; and, moreover, no anti-plague measures had 
heen undertaken in Bunjar; why, then, should they, of all people, champion the cause 
of others? 

However this may be, it is certain that this incident, combined with the withdrawal 
shorily afterwards of the Malik-ul-Hukuma (on the strength of, there can be little doubt, 
complaints made by the Russians and Customs), gave the death-blow to any hopes in 
which we may have indulged that a resumption of active antieplague measures might 
yet he possible at a near date, 

Twill now revert to the first day’ of the disturbances, and review the direct evidence 
ayailablo, 

Tn the atack onthe plague huts and dispensary, two Russian agents, namely (1) Haj 
Khorashadi and (2) Hassan Khorashadi, were present (vide statements of Mahomad Ali 
and Rabmat Ali, Inclosures Nos. 2and 3), Of these two, Hassan Khorashadi appears 
to bea man of minor importance, but it is otherwise with Haji Khorashadi, a short 
history of whom is appended to this letter (vide Inclosure No. 4). ‘The Deputy Governor 
has himself admitted that this man was present, (vide Inclosure No. 5), Haji Khorashadi 
ig not such an important personage as Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki and Mullah Mahomad 
Hussain (whieh will be dealt with later), but he is well known as Russian agent, and 
his presence in the actual disturbance is difficult to account for unless the Russians had 
a hand init, . 

Tt should be remembered that agents such as these can always, as long as they 
remain such, be controlled, since their interests aro closely involved with the side they 



















































ds the Bunjar incident, a reference to Mr. Dobbs' letter, dated the 7th July, 
1903, will sliow that Saiyad Hussain was the chief agitator in an agitation which, as a 
perusal of that letter will show, almost certainly owed its origin to Russian instigation, 
Phere can he little doubt that Saiyad Hussain was the man who again induced the 
Bunjaris to make the disturbance on the 29th March (vide my letter of the 29th March), 
Andependent inquiries show that he accompanied the erowd which was finally induced to 
return by the Mustaufi (vide Inclosures Nos, 6 und 7). It will be observed that one of 
these statements, that of Kerbelai Mahomad Hussain, was taken on the 28th March, ie., 
one day prior to the actual incident. From this it appears that Saiyad Hussain had 
intended to bring dhe Bunjaris on the 28th Mareb, but was prevented by the Deputy. 
Governor, 

My opinion regarding the complicity of the Russians was strengthened by the fact 
that nearly all the witnesses whom T had an opportunity of examining stated that 
Mullah Maliomad Taki and his brothér, Mullah Mahomad Hussein, were the chief 
instigators satements, [nclosures Nos. 2, 3, 8,9, 10, 11), ‘These men are Russian 























ide 
agents, and it is most improbable that they. would take an important step of this nature 
except with the full cognizance of their virtual masters. Moreover, although Mullah 
Mahomad ‘Taki, who from the evidence appears to be the chief ringleader, was not 
actually present at the disturbance at the dispensary, it was ke who collected the crowd, 
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aud Mr, Cattersell has informed me that he accompanied that section of it which 
Dranclied off on the day of the disturbances to the customs-house in order to protest. to 
the Director of Customs (vide Hospital Assistant Sheikh Ahmad’s statement, forwarded 
to you with my letter of the 20th March, 1906). Further, the Director of Customs lns 
informed me that Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki stated before him that all attempts to disinfect 
houses, &e., would be forcibly resisted. Not only did this man take a leading, if not the 
principal, part in exciting the people of Husseinabad, but it may be inferred that he was 
-responsible also for the disturbances which threatened from the direction of Daudi and 
Chilling (vide paragraph 5 of my letter dated the S1st March, 1906), a it way Mullah 
Tirahim, a brother of Mullah Mahomad Taki, who led the contingent which actually 
started €o come in from that place, and was only dissuaded from doing so by the efforts 
of the Ruku-ush-Shariah, Similarly,in the case of Mullah Mahomad Hussain, the 
brother of Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki, a consensus of opinion, tends to show that he also was, 
implicated, and the same arguments would also apply. in his case, It is inupossible that 
these men could have been so much to the fore in the disturbances, unless it were with 
the cognizance and approval of the Russians, 

‘When dealing with intrigues of this nature, and in a foreign country, it is of course 
almost impossible to obtain direct and conclusive evidence, and conclusions must be 
Dased at the best on such circumstantial evidence as may be available, In the present 
instance, a number of independent incidents lead us to the same conclusion, and these I 
now propose to briefly recapitulate s 









































Firstly, the presence of Russian agents at the disturbance and the active role played 
by them in inciting the crowd. ‘The fact that such evidence as is available tends to 
show that Mullah Mahomad Taki and other notorious Russian agents were the virtual 
ringleaders, 
Secondly, the attitude adopted by the Russian Consul on the outbreak of the dise 
turbanees in devounciog the Malik-ul-Hukuma and the Persian Telegraph Master (vide 
raph 6 of my letter dated the 20th March) as responsible for the disturbances, 
despite the absence of all proof, and the strong presumption that the Maliktl-Hukuma 
was a d faith (which was afforded by his willingness to be publicly inoculated 
and to. give us all the assistance in his power). 
‘Phitdly, the Bunjar incident, which, it appears to me, ean only be explained by the 
osition that the Russians were ausious to keep alive the disturbances, since the Bin= 
juris, who had no es of their own, were led by a man notoriously, under Russian 
influence, and since, m the absence of any other motive, it seems reasonable to conclude 
that the same influence has been brought to bear on them as in the time of Mr, Dobbs, 
Fourthly, the difficulty of believing that such an extraordinary series of eaineidences 
as has been exhibited to us by a number of untoward events, cach helping the Russians 
towards the attainment of their object, could liave a spontaneous origin, a difficulty 
Which is aecentunted by the attitude of the Russians theniselves, whieh has made ib 
abundantly evident that they are straining every nerve in order to compass that object, 






























































.,, On the other land, the only arguments which, it appears to me, might be adduced 
with any show of reason as tending to prove either that the disturbances were nothi 
more than the natural outeome of the fecling of unrest engendered hy the antiplagne 


tions followers Tov at any rate, aggravated by any action on the parto! the Russians, 
are as follows s— 











___ Ditstly, the improbability inherent in the argument that they would fe 

disturbance’ which might react on themselves, the more vo singe ie eas 
been suspected of acting in a somewhat tactless manner (ride supplement to Seistan 
Diary No. 11, for period the 19th to 25th March), and the additional unlikelihood of 
sucl: action in view of the fact that the Russians are as eapable as ourselves of realizinge 














thar disturbances in a thickly populate area once se on fot, eannt he eoutole 
ud, in any ease, are very liable to involve thei ers in unexpected 
aus ety y promoters in unexpected 





this T would re 
would not be lik 
anti 





Id reply that the disturbances were entirely local in character, and 
ly to spread beyond those pemons sho were actually concerned in the 
plague measures, and that the Russians, by following the line of aetion whieh T 
have iver) itas my opinion that they did follow, diverted! animosity thom theinselves, 
the more so since they were taking practically no active part in the ‘aelual anti K 



























measy Be 
Secondly, siice suspicions have been expresced by: me 7 
Re © been expressed by me that the Deputy Governot 


mselves the prime instigators (vide Diary No. 18, for the 


(aoc0] i 
















































18 


7th April), it may be argued that I thereby practically admitted the weakness of my 
sed convictions regarding the part played by the Russians. But this argument 
will not bear close scrutiny. 








‘The statement of the Rukn-ush-Shariah, who is a man of considerable importance, 

and of other witnesses, combined with the fact that the motive was so apparent, and 
that great supineness was afterwards displayed when the question of punishment arose, 
did, indeed, lead me to conclude that he Deputy Governor and Mustaufi might very 
probably have themselves worked up the disturbances. Moreover, the fact that Sheikh 
Rava, the leading Mujtabidl in Husseinabad, and also Mullah Mahomad Hussein, of Neb, 
although no connection has been definitely established 
ssians, woulll seem to indicate that other influences were at 
is opinion I still adhere, 
Tie antipatlyy which seems to exist universally in Per 
civil authorities had been in this instance accentuated by the action of M. Molitor 
(ride Diary, the 7th February), and, in particular, by the yy aroused oving to 
the power given to the Customs to take over grain for quarantine purposes. 

Tn this connection [would observe that, when stating the case against the 
Russinns, [ omitted to call attention to a statement made by the Deputy Governor 
to my head clerk, which was to the effect that, in the opinion of the former, the 
Russiuns liad instigated the riots, This omission was due to the suspicion with wh 
TL epilt not hue deecivo sigh an’ gvowil-from on indisidual probably, incereated in 
sereening his own actions, 

{t-scoms to me, however, that the probable complicity of the Deputy Governor and 
(i in no way aieets the case against the Russians, though it may, indeed, render 
ible the citeumstance that the hostility displayed during the disturbances was 

directed against the Customs, 

Itis obvious that disatfoction, once set on foot, no matter by whom, ean be taken 
advanlage of by other persons who tay happen to, fil i to thelr interests and have 
materials for so doing ready at hand, In other words, it is highly probable that a certain 
amoutit of unrest hiad been caused among the people by the plague, &e., that they were 
inoited to resist: the Customs by the Deputy Governor and Mustaufl, who bore them a 
grudge, and that the Russians, finding the ground ready prepared for them, took 
advantage of the situation in order to undermine our influence. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ‘D. MAOPHERSON, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Kai 
















between the Customs and 













































Inclosure 2 in No. 16, 





tatement of Mahonad Ali, Servant of Ram Dass. 


‘THE people had made up their minds to makea demonstration against the Belgians 
aNvout cight day’ iefore the actual riot; the people were annoyed because the Belgians 
burnt their houses and examined theit sick. 

‘The ringleaders of the disturbance were the following == 


4, Mullah Mahomed ‘Toki 

2, Mullah Malomad Hussain (brother of 1). 
3, Mullal Abas, 

4, Mahomad Hussain, of Neb. 

5, Various others of minor importance. 











‘Phe following attacked the Nospital -— 


1, Haji Khorash: 
2, Mahomad Hus 






and others. 





Since Russian Consulate has heen closed Mullali Mahomad Taki has been constantly: 
going in and out, Mullah Mehdi has had no hand in the disturbances, but Sheikh Raza 
undoubtedly countenaneed them, 

‘Mullah Abas is a Russian newswriter, 
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‘The people had grievances against tle Belgians, but they have also been excited 
by many of the Russian agents, who seem to be anxious to stir them up. 


April 17, 1906. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 15. 


Statement of Rahmat Ali, 








TRECOGNIZED (1) Haji Khorashadi and (2) Hassan Khorashadi at the 
disturbance yesterday. ‘The former was the man who was exciting the crowd, and 
‘who threatened the British Consul, Ghulam, of Huseinabad, was the first to set fire 
to the plague huts, 

Tt is generally rumoured that the Russians have been egging the people on, and 
both Mirza Mahomad Hussain and Ali Akbar, ‘Tufangdar, informed me to that effect. 

‘A large erovd of Scistanis went to Mullah Mehdi this afternoon and complained 
that Sultan Maliomad, the British trader, had given religious abuse yesterday, and stated 
that they intended to pay him out when he opened his shop. Mullah Mehdi told them 
not to make fools of themselves, He pointed ont that the Russian Mirza was at the 
Vottom of all the mischief’ that had occurred, but that the people and the Mullahs would 
probably sulfer for it. 

Mullah Mahomad Taki was the spokesman of the crowd which went to Mullah 
Mehii, and most of the persons who created the disturbance were present. Tt 
is commonly said that the following, among others, are the real ringleaders of the 
disturbance: — 


1, Mullah Mahomad Taki, 


2, Mullah Malomad Hussein (brother of 1), 
3, Mahomad Hussein, of Neh. 




















Nos. 1 and 2 are well-known traders and Russian agents, 


March 28, 1906, 








Tnclosure 4 in No, 15. 


Relations of Mullah Mahomad Taki, Mullah Mahomad Hussain, and Haji Khorashadi 
with the Russians, 


ABOUT two years ago Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki took 1,000 tomans' worth of 
merchandize from Abdul Karim, who was then the Russian Bank agent in Seistan, OF 
this sum 600. tomans was subsequently repaid, When M. Nekrassof, the present 
Russian Consul, arrived about nine months ago, he advaneed him another 800 tomans, 
‘This sum vas taken up jointly by Mullah Matomad ‘Caki, Mullah Mahomad Hussain, 
Tnothiee Of te formes, andl Hajh Klorasbad) tol respective ahates behigy G00 toinans: 
250 tomans, 250 tomans. An agreement was taken from them at the same time that 
they would only trade with the Russian Bank, and should pay interest on the loan at 
the rate of Lper cent. per mensem, Tn return for the above the bank agreed to sell 
merchandize to Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki at. 10, per cent, discount on the actual cash price 
and to the other two men at 5 per cent. discount. 

‘At the time of the riot Mullah Mahomad Taki owed the bank about 700 tomans, 
and the other men each 250 tomans, Early in May the above three men delivered 
over to the bank skins and carpets of an estimated value of, approximately, 260 tomans 
in part satisfaction of their debt (vide Diary for 80th April, 1906). 

In addition to the above debts, Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki owes a great deal of money 
to the people of Huseinabad and other traders in Seistan; le is also said to owe about 
5-40 s. to Mullah Abas, the Russian Bank agent in Meshed. 

‘The reason of his great intimacy with the Russians is due to the fact that he is 
absolutely in their hands, and fears that if he displeases them they may ruin him, His 
following amongst the Huseinabadis has greatly diminished during the past few weeks, 
as the people now realize that he is playing entirely for his own hand. 
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Tnclosure 5 in No. 15, 


List of Rioters admitted by the Deputy Governor to have been involved in the disturbances 
at the Hospital. 
1, Haji Khorashadi, 5, Saiyad Raza, Chilingi. 
2, Wassin Khorashadi, 6, Datwesh Abdur Rahim. 
3, Ali Be 7. Saiyad 'Teherani. 
4, Saiyed Maliomad. - Mahomad Hussein, of Neb. 









Tnclosure 6 in No. 15. 








Statement of Kerbelai Malomad Hussein, son of Mahomad of Bunjar. 





CRRTALN Bunjaris y 
word that the people of Bu 
morning if summoned, 

About 1,000 people collected under the in 
determined to comply with the request, About midnight, however, a message was 
received from the Deputy Governor warning the Bunjaris not to move from the village. 
Tad it not been for this i is eortain the Bunjaris would have come fn this morning (the 
28th March). 

Mullah Matiomad ‘Taki has been exeiting the Bunjaris a good deal lately. A 

Saiynd Hussein is a Russian agent, and is the man who gave trouble in 1903 during 
the grain riots, 

Certain other Bunjaris also exeited the people, vi 


1, Kerbelai Saiyad Teabim 5 
2, Hussein, son of Akbars 
3, Meshedi Ali Akbar, son of Mahomad Ali; 


and others, but Saiyad Hussain played the chiet part, 


erday, returning to Bunjar from the city, brought back 
jar were to be in readiness to proceed to the city this 





ation of Saiyad Hussein, and 

















‘Dhe people were annoyed aj 
medicine to them with the inter 


March 28, 1906, 


iglish hecause it was said that they gave 
is them. 








Inclosure 7 in No. 15. 
Statement of Saiyad Ibrahim. 


ABOUT eight or nine days after the disturbance, the Russian Mirza visited Bunjar 
‘on his way to Iskil, He was exeiting the people by telling them that the British had 
Drought 500 camels with sovars into Nasratabad, and that they meant to shoot the 
peoples hie asked them tauntingly whether they ‘were all women, and were going to 
allow their women to be dishonoured, Xe., without retaliating, ‘The Miran acted through 
hig newswriters, Ali Jan, Mullah Ibrahim, and their relations. 

‘hore is reason to helieve that, Sheikh Raza wrote a letter to the Bunjaris on the 
27th March with the object of exciting them. 

On the 27th w yerbal message was received from Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki with the 
same object. 

‘Phe following people from Bunjar came in with the crowd on the 20th Mareh 

















1, Saiyad Hussain ; 
2, Ghulam Hussain, son of Ali Akbar; 


3, Kerbelai Ali; 


and also various others. ‘The night previous to the arrival of the Bunjaris Saiyad 
Hussain and one or two others were going about and telling the people to collect, but 
nothing came of it, 


25, 1900. 
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Tnclosure 8 in No. 15. 






‘Statement of Ghulam Raza, Servant to Mr, Macmanus, 


‘CHE following persons in the city are the chief among the instigators — 


1. Mullah Mahomad Taki; 

2, Mullah Mahomad Hussain (brother of No. 1) ; 
8, Haji Khorashadi; 

5, Kerbelai Haidar 


and others of less influence, 


The people were easily excited by statements regarding the examination of 
patients, &c., and the movement was first directed against the British, as it was pointed 
out that their doctors went about amongst them more than the others, Later on, it 
occurred to them that the Belgians were the real offenders, as they controlled the anti- 
plague measures, 

Nos. 1, 2, and 8, mentioned above, aro all well-known Russiatt agents, 


March 28, 1906, 


Tnclosure 9 in No. 15, 
Statement of Mahomad Akram, Kat Khuda of Deh Isa. 


ON the night previous to the riot Mullah Mahomad ‘Taki, Mullah Abas, and 
Mullah Maliomad Hussain held « meeting in the Ark,” at the house of Mir Mahomad 
Sultan, When the above men were returning, about six hours after sunset, I met them 
and asked them what they had been doing; they merely replied that they ad been 
discussing some business, 

T know that previous to the riot Mirza Asadulla, Russian head clerk, Meshadi Raza, 
and Mullah Mahomad Taki were frequently meeting and consulting with one another, 

When the party from Sunjar arrived { was sent by Mullah Mehdi to stop them, but 
they would not listen to me, and a number of them came right up to the city, ‘Tho 
Mustaufl and a.man sent by the Deputy Gorerior arrived shortly aftenvards the crowd 
threatened the latter with sticks, and a few stones were also thrown at him, 

The Mustaufi did not seem to be really anxious to disperse the crowd; on. the 
contrary, it seemed to me that he was urging them on. Mullah Mahomad Hussain is 
a friend of the Mustaufis; Mahomad Hussain, of Neh, is also one of the principal 
ringleaders. [recognized the following among the Bunjar crowd :— 


1, Kerbelai Saiyad Mahomad, 
2, Saiyad Raza, Birjandi, 














and also various others of minor importance, 


April 9, 1906, 









Tnclosure 10 in No. 15, 





Statement of Ismail, Persiun Chuprassie, in Consulate employ. 


1 CARRIED the letter from the Deputy Governor to his Naib (Mirza Mahomad 
Hussain); Fakira accompanied me, When I handed the letter to the Naib he became 
very angry with his servants, and cursed them for not obeying his orders, He said the 
Deputy Govemor had now sent him an order to put an end to the disturbance, 

__ He then gave instructions to a “vakil,” who was present, to go immediately and 
bring Mullah Mahomad Taki, Katkhuda Abas, and another Katkhuds, whose name 1 do 
not remember. After this we all left the premises together, the “ vakil” accompanying 


us, and when we arrived opposite the caravanserai Fakira ‘and I turned into it-and the 
“vakil” went on to Husseinabad to fulfil his errand, 






Note.—The above evidence should be read in conjunction with that of Fakir 


(Inclosure No. 11), Both these statements show what action was taken by the Naib, 
{1660} ga 
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and that action seoms significant, as it would appearithat he was well aware who the 
ringleaders were, His action in immediately summoning them is otherwise incompre- 


Inclosure 11 in No. 15, 
Statement of Fakira, 


I WAS with Ismail when he took the letter to the Naif. ‘The latter ordered two 
of his farrashes to go immediately and bring the following persons to him :— 
1. Mullah Abas, 
Mullah Mahomad Taki, 
5, Katkhuda Abas, 
4, Katkhuda Dad Khuda, 





‘One of the farrashes left with us and accompanied us as far the caravanserai; he 
‘was called “ Vakil.” 

‘The Naib first of all ordered another man to fetch the above-mentioned men, but 
he refused and said there would probably be more trouble, ‘The Naib was furious with 
him for not obeying his orders, 





Note. 


his statement should be read in conjunction with Ismail’s statement 
(Inclosure N 


10). 








[23146] No. 16. 
Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 166.) 
Sir Gulahek, June 21, 1906, 


T HAVE the honour to transmit to a herewith the Monthly Summary of 
‘Events in Persia, which have not been recorded in separate despatches. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 16. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia, 


Meshed. 


MAJOR KENNION arrived in Meshed, and took over the duties of Consul- 
General on the 16th May. He was given official receptions at Sabzawar and 
Nishapur as well as at Meshed, where a representative of the Russian Consulate 
General was among those who received him. 

2, A Russian officer named Sakharoff is at present travelling from Shahrud to 
Kerman and Beluchistan. ‘This is not the same officer as tliat mentioned in last 
‘month's simmary as trayelling in the neighbourhood of Astrabad. 

3, Pho appointment of Captain Tyass as Russian Consul at ‘Turbat-i-Haideri has 
‘been officially confirmed, 

4, With referenco to Consul Steven's despatch No. 5 of the 21st March, reporti 
the receptions given in Batoum and Baku toa certain Sirdar Din Mahomed Khan, 
who represented himself asa brother of the Ameer of Afghanistan, it appears that 
the so-called Sirdar is in reality a low-class refugee, who was originally a dancing bo} 
in the soldiers’ lines at Herat; thence he fled to Meshed, where he led a disreputable 
life, and, after having several times been seized and fogged, went to Kushan, and has 
since led the life of an adventurer, His real name is Juma’ 

5, ‘Two French officers, Commandant Lacoste and Captain Enselme, who recently 

assed through ‘Tehran, arrived in Meshed on the 11th May, and left there for Russian 
Yentral Asia, ‘They intend to go from there to India, 
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6. Numerous Gomplaints are received at Meshed regarding the methods of the 
quarantine officials on the roads thence to Seistan, ‘Tho Russian doctor at Kares 
insisted on Keeping in quarantine for ten days a caravan which had arrived from 
Bander Abbas, though they had already mixed freely with the people of the neigh- 
Vouring villages, and on another occasion he detained a party who had already done 
quarantine at Bandan, In consequence of the delays caused by these methods, no 
‘camel men in Meshed will now take goods for India. 

7. There has been much correspondence of late regarding the site for n new 
customs-house in Meshed, there being an intrigue in influential quartors to have it 
erected in the open space close to our Consulate-General, in spite of the fact thnt this 
site would be extremely inconvenient for all the business community, ‘he question 
is of considerable importance to our Consulate-General, as the construction of the 
customs-house close outside the gates would completely spoil that portion of the town, 
which is now comparatively open and healthy, and His Majesty's Legation have 
consequently addressed the Persian Government on the subject. ‘he Governor. 
General has been supporting the view taken by our Consulate, but it is now reported 
that his reason for doing so is that he wishes to build three carevanserais on the site in 
question. 

8. 

















. His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed asserts that the Russian Bank 
constantly imports arms and ammunition for sale in Persia, and that: these goods pass 
through the customs-house without examination, Recently eight: boxes arrived for 
Captain Scouratt, the Military Attaché, which on being opened were seen to contain 
nine rifles and twelve revolvers. 

9, It is reported in Meshed that four influential men in ‘Tehran, including the 
Prime Minister, are trying to form a Company to repair the Meshed~"Tehran road, and 
render it fit for motor traiite. 











Turbatei-Haideri, 


Plague being reported at Jangal, about 40 miles south of. Turbaton the road to 
Birjand, Captain Watson was sent to investigate it, and found tho village infeoted. 
By order of the Governor-General of Meshed, troops were put at his disposal, and the 
Deputy-Governor of urbat superintended the placing of a cordon round the village, 


Seistan, 


1, Various casos are reported from Seistan in which Indian traders and Consulate 
employés have been insulted or assaulted, and so far no steps have been taken to 
nish the ringleaders in the riots of March last, At tho inslanco of His Majesty's 
onsul-General at Meshed, the Asaf-ed-Dowlch has sent an agent to Seistan to inquire 
into and try and settle the matter. Ho left Meshed on the 10th May, 

2. The Itisham-ul-Wazara has been recalled to Tehran and left Seistan on the 
24th April. 

8, Early in May, information was received in Seistan that an Afghan caravan 
with 1,000 rifles was on its way through Persia, vid Nustetabad, Sipi, and Girdi Chah, 
to Afghanistan. M. Cattersel was at once warned, and on the matter being reported 
to Tehran, His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at once brought the matter to 
the notice of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and M, Naus. No steps, however, were taken to 
intercept the caravan, and news hns recently been received that it crossed the frontier 
unmolested, escorted by about 80 Afghans. 

4, Almost the entire village of Jazinak has been carried away by floods, and much 
damage has been done to crops in the neighbourhood, 

5. Owing to plague, most of the shops in Seistan haye closed, and the owners 
have in many cases left the district. Altogether, trade prospects for the coming year 


te ery gloomy, and many consigaments of goods ortered have been stopped at 
uetta, 








Kerman. 


1, The Russian Consul, M, Adamoff, arrived in Kerman on the 22nd May, and 
‘was given the usual official reception, 


2. About 40 camel loads of wool arrived in Kerman from Seistan, but the 









































Bs 
Governor would not allow them to be unpacked, and the owners were given the option 
of leaving them to be opened after six months, or taking them away again. ‘They 
chose the latter course. 


Yezd. 


‘A. disturbance was lately threatened at Yezd owing to Messrs. Ziegler’s agent 
there having struck a boy who jeered at him in the bazaar, and inflicted a slight 
wound on his head, ‘The matter was settled locally by the Governor, who agreed that 
a small sum should be paid to the boy’s father as compensation, but the Mollahs 
interfored and reported the matter to Tehran, where it formed the subject of an official 
complaint to His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, It has now been decided that the 
agent is to be removed from Yezd. 


Bushire, 


1, Some time ago a French doctor of the name of Bussidre was engaged by the 
Customs authorities in Bushire as their medical officer, but he has not given complete 
and they are now talking of dispensing with his further services. ‘The 
‘neral of Customs has approached Captain Condon, the Residency Surgeon, 
to ascortaining whether in that case he would be willing to undertake the 
medical attendanee of the Customs staff at a yearly salary of 3,000 fr. or perhaps 
4,000 fr. Captain Condon has informed him that personally he is quite willing to 
fccopt the appointment on the terms mentioned, and His Majesty’s Resident at 
Bushire has recommended that should the offer be definitely renewed he should be 
permitted to aceept i 
2 The arms referred to in Foreign Office despatch No. 56 of the 18th April were 
landed at Bushire on tho 21th May, whence they were taken by the Persian ship 
is” to Mohammerah, and landed there on the 12th June. ‘Tho consignment 
‘of 2,162 cases of arms and ammunition and 20 mountain guns. His 
‘Majesty's Consul at Mohammerah has been asked to try and obtain further informa- 
tion regarding them, and to inform the Legation to what place they are consigned. 
Whey sre the property of the Persian Government. 





















Ahwaz, 


1. A fivsh disturbance is reported among the Beni ‘Truf Arabs at Hawuzeh, 
where a Chief named Sablan, who has been in exile since the operations of Inst year, 
suddenly appeared and seiz lace, after killing three and wounding eight of the 
Porsian’gamrison, Me was afterwards driven out hy a force collected by Sheikh 
Khazal, 











M, Miller, assistant to the Russian Consul-General at Bushire, visited Ahwaz 
ster in March last. 





and Shi 





Shiraz, 


‘here is no improvement in the situation in Fars, and recent events there form 
ect of a separate despatch, Vazir Makhsus, the ex-High Commissioner, has 





Isfahan, 


His Tmnperial Highness the Zil-es-Sultan novw ascribes the recent bread riot to 
Russian intrigues, His reason appears to be that Prince Dabija recently sent him a 
package containing specimens of bread bought in the bazaar, with a letter drawing 
Attention to quality, His Highness, however, opened the parcel first under 
the impression that it was a present, and was much disgusted at its contents, 

e 











Kermanshah. 


‘The Persian Company, which has a concession for a road from Hamadan to 
Kasi-i-Shirin, is now reported to haye commenced work at the Hamadan end. 
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Tabrees. 


‘The Persian Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Turco-Persian frontier 
dispute passed through Tabreez on their way to the frontier at the end of last month, 
On the Ist June information was received that, the house of a Turkish subject in 
Sujbulak had been attacked by Kurds and Persian soldiers, and the family all 
massacred, and on the 6th June the Turks were reported to have occupied the village 
of Arzanch, within a few miles of Sujbulak. ‘The Turkish Consul-Genoral at Tabreen 
left a few days later to inquire into the case, Before leaving he informed 
Mr. Wratislaw confidentially that from a telegram he had received from Con- 
stantinople he inferred that the Turkish Government intended to make a forward 
move. 





Tehran, 


Zahir-eil-Dowleh, the Lord Chamberlain, has been ordered to proceed to Hamadan 
as Governor, on account of his having protected the Kawam-ul-Mulk, the great Fare 
landowner, who was recently arrested. Zahir-ed-Dowleh is Chief of the Dervishes, 

‘The Shah proceots to Sultanabad, near Gulalick, on the 24th instant. 

Said-es-Saltanch, late Mimster of Police, has beén expelled from Tehran for 
supposed complicity with the Mollahs. 

___ cc number of women not long ago collected at the gato of the Paluce and grosaly 
insulted the Grand Vizier, who was much annoyed by the incident. 

‘Two Germans, named Ehrhanit and Richborn, passed through Kermanshah carly 
fay and were in Tehran at the end of that month, where they were the guests of 
the German Chargé d’Affaires, ‘The former is a membvr of the firm of gunmakers of 
that name, and the latter is a cavalry officer, Mi. Grant Dufl hears from a trust 
wortliy source that M. Ehrhanit received a large order for arms and ammunition from 
the Bakhtiari Khans, which are to be surreptitiously imported across the frontier, 
ML, Cesari of the Customs Department is stated to have been commissioned to intercept 
the consignment, 














(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Altaché, 





Inclosure 2 in No. 16. 


Matters dealt with in separate Despatches, 


Penn Commercial Treaty 
British Agent at Linge. 
British outstanding claims in Persia, 


Non, 14) 15,.and 17, Coinmercial, 
ISH the Lith June, 
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(23147) No. 17. 


Mr. B, Gront Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(pe. 167) 
ir, Gulahek, sh 
stat AVE Sona to report that the town of ‘Tehran Ler he 
: ate) : x 0 
state, oping principally to the agitation of the chict Mollahs against the Grand Vier 
‘The two great Mujtehids, Seyyid Abdullah and Seyyid Mohamed, have been 


more than usually active lately, and hay ic 
Reap ly, and have caused the Government amel, anxiety 
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‘by inflammatory sermons, delivered in the mosques to congregations often exceeding 
8,000 persons. ‘The hands of these Mujtehids have been greatly strengthened by the 
accession to their party of the Sheikh Fazlullah and the Iman Juma, who sided with 
the Government last winter when the bulk of the clergy took asylum at Shah Abdul 
Azim, 






dark, Recently the emissaries of Seyyid Abdullah induced a number of women to 
collect at one of the gates of the Palace and grossly insult the Grand Vizier, ‘The 
Atabeg was obliged somewhat precipitately to take’ refuge in the Palace precincts, 
whit he could not Teave all day. ‘Tho gates then were clos, and the Palace guards 
reinforced. 

Another significant sign of the times is the fact that the great preacher, Haji 
Sheikli-ul-Reis, one of the most enlightened men in Persia, has taken refuge at the 
Turkish Embassy, and to-day T hear that a considerable number of “tolabs” (religious 
students) have joined him, “Tam also informed that, in answer to a request from the 
Mushired-Dowleh that the studonts should be forthwith turned out, Chemsuddin Bey, 
the urkish Ambassador, replied that not only would such action be against the 
custom of the country, but thgt he lad received orders from the Sultan to protect 
these porsons. 

To MurbiieedDowieh told’ me on Tuesday last that the. Gorarnment were, 
undor strong pressure from the Mollahs, seriously attempting to reform the adminis- 
tration of justice, It is difficult to believe, however, that any radical change can be 
introduced, ‘Ihe Ministers and prineipal officials are, almost without. exception, men 
who can be bought with a few tomans, and the mere creation of courts, even if this 
is possilo in such country as Persia, would ony serve to aecentuato the existing 
ovils, 

Unless the Government coneiliate the clerieal party by fulfilling the promise 

by the Shah in the winter there will in all probability be trouble here before 
inany Werks haye passed. What form the disturbances will take it is difficult to 
foresee, but 1 do not think the Europeans will in the first instance be molested. Of 
the suloty of the Armenians Lam by no means certain, T should not be surprised to 
hear any day that the Mollahs liad taken “tiast” in a hody in His Majesty's Legation 
in town, 















































T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 





(23148) No. 18. 
Mr. B. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 168) 
Sin Gulahek, June 21, 1908. 


I HAVE the honour to report that His Majesty the Shah is better, and can now 
walk slowly with the help of a stick, His Majesty is, however, very feoble, both in 
mind and body, and for the present has practically ceased to transact Business, although 
hie has signed’'a few documents, 

Owing to rumours which have eon recently current that His Majesty was dead, 
he has driven out on two or three occasions to show himself to the people. As at 
present arranged, the Shah will go next Sunday to Sultanatabad, a Royal residence 
bout st mile from Gulahek. 














bout the Court who see 
lent and pensive, whereas 








probable that His Majesty's mind, which was never strong, has become still further 
impaired, and that his bodily condition is unsatisfacto 
Thave, &, 

(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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[23149] No. 19. 
Mr. E, Gront Duff to Sir Raward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 169) 
Sir, Tehran, June 21, 1906. 


I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of an Agreement between the 
Persian Government and the Indo-European Telegraph Company, whereby the former 
declare that they have no objection to the Company coming to an arrangement with 
the British Government for taking over the Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line, which 
formed the subject of the Convention of the 23rd November, 1865, between the British 
and Persian Governments, 

Should His Majesty’s Government come to such an understanding with the Indo- 
European Telegraph Company, the conditions under which the said line is to be worked 
will be regulated by Convention between the Company and the Persian Government, 

Tam informed hy the local Director of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company 

















that his Board have reason to believe that the German Government have designs on tho 
Tehran-I 


‘hanikin line, and the inclosed Agreement has been made as a precaution. 
T have, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





Tnclosure in No. 19. 
Agreement between the Persian Government and Indo-European Telegraph Company, 


LE Gouvernement de Sa Majesté le Schah n'a aucune objection A co que I'Indo- 
European Telegraph Company s'entende aveo Je Gouvernement. Britannique pour la 

ise dvontuelle de la section de ‘Téhéran & la frontitre Turque (Kanckine) de la 
ligne télégraphique qui fait Yobjet de la Convention convenuo le 23 Novembro, 1865, 
entre le Gouvernement Persan ct le Gonvernement Britanniquo. 

Dans le cas oii la reprise serait effectuée, les conditions do l'exploitation de la dite 
section seront réglées par une Convention A conclure entre le Gouvernement Persan eb 
MIndo-Enropean ‘Telegraph Company, 

















Ainsi fait en double expédition & Téhéran le 14 Juin, 1906, 
(LS) Seal of Atabeg-i-Azam. 





(LS.) Seal of Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
(LS) Seal of Russian Logation, certifying authonticity of seals 
of Atabegi-Azim and Mushir-ed-Dowloh, 
(Signed) ‘A. BaraNovsxy. 





(23150) No. 20. 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No.170. Secret.) 
ir, Gulahek, June 21, 1906, 


WITH reference to my telegram No. 151 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
Teport that the Mushir-ed-Dowleh informed me verbally that he had reason to believe 
that the Grand Vizier and other persons at Court were conspiring, in caso of the Shah's 
death, to place the Shua-es-Saltaneh on the throne. He careatly begged that 1 would 
be most careful to whom I repeated what he had said. He added that the design 
would probably be unsuccessful, owing to the great unpopularity of the Grand Vizier 
and the few persons who may be said to form his party. He promised to keop me 
Borel 
There is little doubt that the arrival of the Valiahd in ‘Tehran would bring abou 

the immediate downfall of both the Shva-os-Saltanch aud the Growl Views oak 


[iit Apparent is on bad terms with both these persons, and might even have them 
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‘The Shah’s health is unsatisfactory, as I have reported elsewhere, and his mind is 
fecblo. Tt ig not impossible that the Shua-es-Saltanch, who is constantly with the 
Shah, might induce His Majesty to alter the succession in his favour. 
‘ft is unnecessary to say that it is important that it should not become known that 
the Mushir-ed-Dowleh has mentioned tho alleged conspiracy to me. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 









(28151) No. 21. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 171.) 
Sir, Gulahek, June 21, 1906. 





I HAVE the honour to report that Saad-ed-Dowleh, late Mi 
wlio was not long ago exiled to Yeed on suspicion of being implicated 
Movonient in Talim on the 2nd ultimo, took bast” at the British Vie 
Yord, Thaye been trying, up to the present in vain, to induce the Gi 
allow his Excelleney to proceed to Europe. 

‘he Sund-ed-Dowleh was for some tine Persian Minister at Brussels. 

[As the state of the country becomes worse, the number of the “Dasteos” will 
probably incr at prosent two persons in “bast” at His Majesty's 
Pogution at ‘Tehran—ovor 300 at His Majesty's Consulate at Shim (seo my 
despatch No, 162 of the 2nd instant}—the son al-Mulk, at the Indo-European 
‘Polograph Oflige at Abadch ; and the Saad-ed-Dowleh at Yez 

‘The eases of none of these persons even remotely concern His Majesty 
fandl at the same time, owings to the fee! 
turn them out. 

‘Mho custom thus gives endless trouble to His Majesty's Legation, and there have 
Ucn cass in which Vast” have remained fr a long at nine years in ovr grounds 

have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 


ister of Commerce, 
n the Mollah 
























’s Legation, 
ing, in Persia on the subject of asylum, I cannot, 














[23153] No. 22, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 178) 
Sin, Gulhek, June 22, 1000, 
TTIAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of an Agreement come to on the 
1th instant betiweon the Indo-European Telegraph Company and the Persian Govern- 
ment whereby the Concession held by the Company is prolonged for twenty years, 
The Company paye 40,000. doxen to, the Persian Government. This alvance 
Dogin to he repaid until 1912, Until then it will accumulate compound interest at 
4 per cent, until all the debt owing by the Persian Government to the Company has 
Deon paid. After that the advance of 40,000L will be liable to 5 per cont. simplo 
intorest, 
In the Agreement there are also various conditions regarding the payment of 
lwlgrams sent over the Company's wire by the Persian Government and private 

















Thave, &e. 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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Tnclosure in No. 22, 
Agreement between the Indo-European Telegraph Company and Persian Government. 
LA Compagnie de P'Indo-European Telegraph fait au Gouvernement, Impérial 


Persin Vayance d'une somme de 40,000. a valoir sur les redevances a partir de Vannée 
conformément aux conditions suiyantes :— 











vance sera productive dun intérét composé de 4 per cent jusqu't 
ion des obligutions actuelles, apres quoi elle sera productive d'un 








de la date de 





par la Compagnie par ordre de I’Administration 
te di fiers devra Ini Gtre soldé men 








ant elle-méine et p 
public, le prix des télégrammes dans toutes les yilles ott clle possdde 

(serve toutefois que le Gouvernement aura (oujours la faculté, quand 
jorcer son droit dle eensun grammes, tant ala 














idlégrammes ‘Gouvernementaus routs A ta Compagnie i 
adressd tons les trois mois au Premier Ministre et le 
jent ou avoir lieu au plus tard trois mois aprds la dato do It 














ino dis compte 

















‘A défant de p ation de ce délai de trois mois, 1a Compagnie aur 
Te droit do pe directement les tax téléuramme 
par le public et de rotenir sur eos taxes la nt an Gowverno= 











WA ce que les frais des te 
6s, 
it en double expé 


gt Jouvernementaux soient 





tion A Tehéran Te 14 Juin, 1906. 











Ls. al of AtabogeisAzam, 

LS. Seal of Mushieed-Dowleh, 

LS, Seal of Russian Legation, with guaranteo of the authenticity 
of the cals of the Mabegei-Azam and the Moshi 
ed-Dowleii 





(Signed) A. Banavovsky, 








[23158) No. 23. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 


(No. 18. Commercial.) 


Sis, Guluhek, June 18, 1906. 
1 HAVE the honour to state that the plague is reported to be spreading in Soist 
EA TOMUEL TaN pes ee ee ee 





's Consulate at Nasratabad, 
» the steady spread of the di 
e to villag Sustoms objstinately adlieres to his own ideas as 
ct method of stamping it out, He occasionally asks the European 
dociors for suggestions, but apparently ignores their advice, His plan seems to consist 
in isolated and disconnected attempts at the forcible disinfection of houses. ‘hese 
measures serve no useful purpose, and increase the prevailing discontent. He is 
Teported to receive little or no support from the local authorities. 
As far as I can gather, the only satisfactory measure which has been taken is the 


Tiana ‘i the common people by Captain Kelly, who on the 2ud ultimo reports thet 
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only one person ins died out of the 960 inoculated. Fortunately, the inhabitants are 

slowly beginning to appreciate the advantage of inoculation, and at the request of His 

Acting Consul in Seistan T have applied to the Persian Government for 

‘views of a native physician, who will, I hope, inspire confidence and greatly 

tain Kelly in his ‘work. In order as far'as possible to avoid friction, f have 

asked the Mushir-ed-Dowleh to suggest to the Russian Minister the desirability of 

Zaplatinsky also having at his disposal the services of a native practitioner to 
inoculation work ‘ 

For the weeks ending 5 y,and 19th May the plague mortality at 
four, and ight respective) 


Captain 
ve deaths, 


hail been no ease of plague at Jangal 
proceed to Binjand on the 15th instant, 
asked the Pi 
Birjand. Mo will cariye thero about the 23rd instant. s 
Copies of the Minutes of the mcoting of the Sth May of the Tehran Sanitary 
Council xo inclosed herewith, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnolosure in No, 28, 
Procks-verbal of 23rd Meeting of Tehran Sanitary Council, held May 8, 1906. 


Auuce est ouverte 1B heures, sous In présidence du M, le Docteur Lindley, 
particulier de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sehah, 


Btaient présents : 


MM, les Doctowrs Scott, @Obermayer, Cormick, Sadowsky, Roch, Regling, 
Georges, Bong alloy, Bagher Khan, Mirza Ibrahim Khai, Mohamed Khan, 
‘Nézain-ul-Huk¢ ‘tui Ghouli Khan, M, Wibier, et M. Lecomte. 


»exprime ses regrets de Yabsence du 
souhaits les plus vifs pour son prompt 


TH propose que deux membres du Conseil, un Persan, son Execllenes Réz Ghouli 
Klin, vt le Docteun Geonges, soient envoyés pris de lui, pour prendre de ses nouvelles 
att nom du Conseil Sanitaire. 

‘Cette proposition est adoptée f Punanimi 

Le Doctour Lindley adresse sos remercicments 4 son Excellence Ala-ul-Molk, 
Ministre de l'Instruction Publique, et & son Excellence Réza Ghouli Khan, qui ont 
Dien youlu mettro A ki disposition du Conseil Sanitaire Ia salle de Ja bibliotheque 
comme ligt de réunion des séances mensuelles, et un local pour y installer les archives 
du Conseil, En Pabsence de son Excellence Ala-ul-Molk, son Excellence Réza Ghouli 
Klunstengage & transmettre & son Excellence le Ministre do "Instruction Publiquelles 
remexeiements exprinés par le Conseil Sanitaire 2 

Te Docteur Lindley présente aux membres du Consol M, Je Docteur Cormick, 
médecin de la Banque Impériale, ct M. le Docteur Mirza Ibrahim Khan, récemment 
nommés membres du Conseil Sanitaire, 

Le Président propose done de procéder A Ia lecture du proets-verbal de la 
préeGdento séance et demanile si ce procds-verhal est adopté sans rectification. 

Mole Docleur @Obernayer declare qu'il <était proposé de deniander une recti- 
Alegtion susie ci alwonte Cs Abily Dostetn Schatten prétearee attra aaa tar 
les observations qu'il eroit deyoir faire. 

Le procis-verbal est adopté, sous réscrve des restrictions présentées par 
AM. le Docicur d’Obermayer. 
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Le Docteur Lindley demande XM, Lecomte de bien vouloir procéder 2 Ia lecture 
des lettres qui ont trait A V6pidémie de peste du Sista 
Le 2 Avril. Lettre du Sons-Gonyerncur di Sistan A son Altesse Impériale P'Atabek- 
‘Azam pour Ini faire connaitre les eauses réclles, selon lui, des émentes qui ont eu lieu. 
Le 8 Avril —Lettro de Y Administration des Douanes relatant que M. Catterseel 
aurait constaté In quarantaine de Bindan, of plus de 200 personnes sont en observation, 
un manque complet de eéréales et de fourrages. 
Le Gouverneur du Sistan s'est contenté de mettre i Ia disposition de la 
quarantaine 3 Kliarvars @orge ct 5 de paille. Il est néeessaire: dexiger des ordres 
pour que les prescriptions de son Altesse Tmpérinle 'Atabek-Avam soient 
ct pour que Ia totalité des 1,000 Kharvars Worge soib remise au. service 


© qui concerne Nassirabad, le calme revient peu A peu, La situation sanitaire 
de Hossvinalind, de Dadi ct des environs s'est, par contre, aggravée, 

Tes eav Mezaré ont abandonné le service sanitaire et se sont dirigés sur 
‘Tourbet. 

Le 3 Avril-—Leltre du Docteur Schneider & son Excellence Mouchir-ed-Dowleh, 

tro des Affaires Ftrangéres, pour insiste bu ner ta population. 

Le Aeril—Contirmation de la nouvelle que ta peste n'oxistait pas k Aliabad. 

Le ¥ Avril, —Lottre duu Doctour Schnoider son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires 

lui faire connaitre qu'il juge que la responsabilité de Miran Sadegh 
car ce fonetionnaire n'a agi que Waprds. les conseils 
techniques des membres de a Commission Sanitaire, 

La modification do attitude de la population acomeldé avee Varvivée du médecin 
Persan Malek-cl-Hokema. 

du Docteur Zaplatinsky ¢ du 2 Avril. Les. diffieultés que 
rencontrent les membres de Ia Commi anitaine sont es en raison 
dela mauyaise volonté générale of des affirmations du médecin Malek-cl-Wokema que 

Ja maladie qui ravage le Sistan n'est pas Ia pest 
Apris de co télégramme, Ie Doctour Lindley déckire quo, selon lui, c'est 
danger dlenvoyer Malek-cl-lokema A Birdjond; il propose de 
du Gouvernement Ie renvoi de co médecin X Méchied et demande i co 
du Conseil, Wibier estime également quo In place do Malok-ol- 
pout Otro & Birdjend, ob se trouvera d’aillours um médecin Russe, Lo 

ire approuve cette déclaration, 
—Lative du Docteur Sclincider ison Excellonee Mouchir-ed-Dowich sur 
 détablir des postes quarantennires sur toutes les routes qui vieunent du 
yaar et qui conduisent & Méched ct A Kirman, 

Ces postes quirantenaires devsaient étre composés de plusieurs Gchelons de fagon 
A Gtablir des filtres successifs pour les voyageurs. Aux premiers postes. sels serait 
imposée une observation de cing jours. 

Le } Avril. —Lottre de M. VAdministratour-Géndral des Douanes aw sujet de 
Colonel Karai Hadi Khan et des difficultés qu’il susei 

Acril—Lattre de M. VAdministratei-Général des Dounnes au sujet de 
egravation des troubles au Sistan, 

Le7 deri —Lottre de M.VAdministrateuGénéral des Douanes concernant les 

s que provoquent Ignorance ct le mauyais vouloir du médecin Malek-ol- 
ni, qui conseille 2 Ia population de repousser inoculation, et se vanto Wavoir 

Ae nombreux malades par des applications de sangsnes ont de feutre chau, 

Ze 10 ctvrile—Lottre de M. V'AdministrateursGénéral des Douanes pour couvrir 
les membres du personnel dela Douane, faisunt partic de la Commission Sanitaire duu 
Sistan, qui nese sont pas départis un'seul instant du plus grand cilme of dune 
excessive patience, Lhopital créé A Sangtohouli a donné les meillours résultats, 

A Dadeh, Sangtchouli, Deh Gorgh, Deh Ekher-Abad, Djallar Ohahbaz, Deh Avan, 
Deh Zoin-cl-Chahbek il ya journellement de nombreux déeds, A Nassirabad ily a 
encore de nombreux malades dans la ville ot le fauhou 

bt 10 deril.—D'aprts les renseignements fournis par M. Catterscel depuis le début 
de y (pidéonie jusqu’au'S Avril ise serait produit au Sistan 563 eas de peste, suivis de 
AS8 déeds, 

Fell April AM Césari, Inspectenr dit sorviee des Dowanes de Ia région d’Avae, fait 
conmiitie par un télégramme que de nombreux fugitifs Sistanis, estimés i plus d'un 
nuillier, se ditizent vers le nord par la route a. jamrouth, trayersant le désert 
entre Heluring et Bendan pour Gviter la quarantaine, 


(eV Avrit—Lettxe de son Excellence le Mini: res Btrang 
Senta Son Exeellenco le Ministre des Affaires Rtrangdres au. 








‘Diapris les téléqrammes tegus par le Gouvernenr du Khorasan depuis deux jours, on 
a organisé  Birdjend, Touichiz, Torbet-Heideri, et Kauz des postes quarantenaires. 
Le médecin Russe est parti pour Birdjend. 

‘Le 25 Acril, Lettre de MP Administrateur-Général des Douanes pour demander de 
faire mettro A la disposition du service sanitaire les mulets et les chevaux de Vartillerie 
‘dw Sistan, afin de transporter les grains et les vivres dans les villages infectés. 

Le 27 Avyil—Latire du Docteur Schneider an Docteur Lindley pour hui 
naitre qu'il a sollicité de son Altesse Impériale 'Atabek-Azam et de son E: 
Monchir-cd-Dowlch un congé d'un mois, et pour lui transmettre Ta présidence du 
Conseil Sanitai 

‘Le %) Avril, Lettre de son Excellence Mouchir-ed-Dowlch au Docteur Sclmeider 
pour lui exprimer ses regrets att sujet de sa maladie ct ses meilleurs souliaits de prompt 
rétablissoment, 

Le local offert aux réunions du Conseil Sanitaire sera A Vavenir au Ministire de 
Dinstruction Publique. 

Letive dit Doeteur “on Altesse Tmnpériale I’ Atabok-Azam, transmettant 

sponsabilité duu Conseil Sanitaire, ct il regrette 

# Tehémn niont pas 66 exéentées on ont été 

tGs locales. 


protve In nomination du 
Doctour Lis 


Le 28 

Ta sithiti icon ge 
eb & Hosscisiabad, du 13 au 23 Aviil, vingthuit déeds se seraient produits dans la 
premise localité ct trente-quatye dans la seconde, 

11 y aactuclloment sept ow huit déces quotidiens dans les deux villes. 

HitGs sufvantes seraient infectées: Nassimbad, Mosseinabad, Kerbaneh, 
Pouli, Balak Klanch, Deh Kasdar, Deh Ali-Gholi, Boudjar, Dadeh, Deh Avaz, Delt 
Sangtchoutli, Delt Aber Abbas, Deh Ali-Akber, Deh Dj alibaz, Deh Zein-el- 
Chahibos, Veh Gorsh, Deh Akber-Abad, Touti, Deh Lotfollah, Afzcl-Abad, Dowlet= 
Abad, Vjaleh, Chilling, Djoutid, De 
Te 1 Mai—ottee de M, VAdministrateur-Général des Douanes. 
Tndion demande Pmnitorisation Moxpéitien de Nassirabad A Méched des tapi 

Le Dootewr Lindley demande Vavis du Conseil. A Vananimité Vinterdiction 

tomporaire est 

\ dy Gonyernonr du Sistan au sujet du b1é, dont il aurait 
i hawvars. Son Exeellence Mouchir-ed-Dowleh, Ministre des 
‘Allaives Hitiangores, demande si cette quantité est sullisante. 

Le Docteur Lindley sollieite Vayis du Cor 

AM, Wibier déelare que, Waprds M. Molitor, il fallait 1,000 kharvars. 

Le Docteur Georges estime que le chiflro des kharvars nécessaires ne peut étre 
fourni que par la Commission Sanitaire du Sistan. 

M. Wibier propose de télégraphier h M, Catterseel pour Iui demander des 
renseignements. 

Corte proposition est adoptée, 

Apres lecture de ces lettres, le Doctour Lindley adresse, aw nom du Conseil 
Sanitaite, ses vemerciements ) M, Molitor et dM, Catterscel pour le bon exemple 
qwils ont doiné aus populations en se faisant inoculer publiquement le séram 
antipesteu 

Sur tine question posée par le Docteur Lindley, k Punanimité le Conseil affirme de 
nonveatt qit'il n'y a aucun doute i avoir sur In wéalité de Vexistence ef de Videntité de 
Ja peste dans Ia Féwion dit Sistan, 

‘Le Président fait ensuite procéiler A ta lecture de deux lettres qui Ini ont été 
advessées pax M, Wibiex, et dans lesquelles il fait une relation trts documentée de la 
pathogéniv et duc développement de l'épidémie de peste du Sistan, 

sfipabe Bette Ua ons: letne le Dosen Tondo. rewerte; ata dui Consal 
MW 

scion sur Pépidémiv de pesto est close, 
wsident fi Couseil de documents qui démontrent que de nombreux 
i daus In région de Bouchi. 
M1 prapiose de demaniter div Gouvernement de bien vouloir envoyer des instructions 
aux Goiiverneurs de chacime de ees pravinees, et leur recorhmander les inoculations 
proventiy 

Wetar sanitaire des sutros provinces de ln Perse est satisfaisant; seule la fidvre 

{yphoide semble avoir pris quelque extension, 
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‘Ausujet d'une lettre recue, Ie Président revient encore une fois sur la question duu 
suere, qui un instant fat suspecté Wavoir été empoisonné En absence de tout décds 
tt tout semblant de preuve, le Docteur Lindley estime que la question ne peut étre 
prise au sérieux, et quielle est définitivement réglée, 

Le Docteur Georges demande In parole au sujet des lavoirs, Actuellement les 
Javoits nouvellement construits seraient totalement dépourvus Weau, Le Docteur 
Georzes exprime le désir qu’on éerive 2. ce sujet au Ministre de la Police. 

Le Docteur Lindley svengage ’ le faire, 

‘M. Wibier demande sila Commission pour la tuberculose vest réunie. Cotte 
réuinion n'a pu encore avoir lieu, 

Le Docteur d'Obermayer remet am Conseil quelques documents concernant la peste 

“pte, ainsi que d'autres pitees concernant la santé publique en ‘Trasquic, 

‘Le Docteur Lindley fait part au Conseil des chiffres relatifs In mortali 

nant cours du moisd’Avril, La moyenne des décds a été de soixante-douze yy 
semaine, Les affections dominantes ont été In fldvre typhoide, les maladies des yoios 
respiratoires, ot tout spécialement la tuberculose. 

Te Docteur Scolt donne les renseignements au sujet de la peste 1 Bombay et i 
Karatchi:— 





‘Temps. Eniroit, Diets, 





008 
$2 
2618 
200 


Semaine préeédant Te Mai $1) Bombay: 3 1 
yom Karate 200 





Le Vico-Président aceus orts de Docteur Zaplatinsky, Doctor 
Sheikh Aimed Khan, et Mirza § Khan concernant la peste. 
Aucnia membre du Conseil Sanitaire ne présentant plus observation, In séance 
est levée i 5 heures et: demic. 
‘Le Président ad interim, 
(Signé) Dr. LINDERY, 





(23103) No. 24, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No. 104.) 
[Teele Ome St, Petersburgh, June)26, 1906, 
T MENTIONED to M, Iavolsky yesterday that it had been reported ‘fromm 
unofficial source that the Persian Government were allowing it to: be understood that 
an offer had been made to them of a Russian loan of 20000000 T said that tio 
crodence was attached to this report, as it*was not the first. time that the Persian 
authorities had allowed reports of this nature to be disseminated, possibly: with the 
object of inducing others to come forward with offers of a similar character, only 
oned this report to him in onter to plice him on his gard, as 1 knew that the 
jovermnent would abide by the understanding regarding Persian loans which 
ale with his predecesor, Count Lamsdorf. 
lsky thauked mo for having alluded to the report, but he could assure me 
that, since he liad heen in office, there had been no question of any loan to Persia, He 
added that, at tho present moment, however, the Russian Government or Rugsian 
anks were not in a position to lend money to any one, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) ‘\, NICOLSON, 





(16co) 























[23211] 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
(No, 446.) ; 
Sir, Constantinople, Jily 2, 1908. 
WITTE reference to my despatch No, 433 of the 26th nltimo, T havo! the Kenour to 
forward herewith a despatch from the Military Atiaché to Tlis Majesty's Embassy: 
respecting the concentration of Ottoman troops on the Persian frontion, 
Thave, &e. 
Signed)” N. R, O'CONOR. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 25. 


Colonel Surtees to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 37) 
Sir, 


which, wi 
ne to time een reported by His 's Consular 
ss in Kastor Asia Minoras having passed through their districts ¢n route 
‘and the frontie 
Tr will he veen that the troops enmmerated on the two schedules attain to a joint 
total of = 


{8 battalions of tnfantey, 
4 hattories of attillery’ (30 jgums), 
‘cavalry regiment, 

1,500 Hamiiel cavalry sabres, 

Fopreseniting, perhaps, a total of 22,000 men, ‘These nmnhers are, moreover, generally 

Conroborated bya report furnished to me hy Captain Mark Sykes, who has just returned 

to Sinopo from travelling in the Exbil district, 

Its therofore somoywhat difficult to understand the remark of the Grand Vizier to 
your Exeelloney: to tho effect that the statement that some thirly battalions were 
reatoninge the Persian frontier yas a gross i. 

Tn considering tho force available for purposes of aggression against Persia, it 
dust bo remembered that only a fraction of the Redif and Hamidieh troops of the IV'th 
and Vth Army Corps have heen mobilized, and that ractically a 
quantité négligeabte, ence it is upparont that Turkey is her 
‘will upon Persia, unless other Powers should decide to intervene, 

Thave, &e, 
(Sigued) "Hl, CONYERS SURTERS, 
Military Attaché. 


35 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 


SCHEDULE (a), 


ISLOCATION of the 12th Infantry Division and) of the ry andl Artillery of the VIth Army- 
Corps on or near the Persian Frontier. 


XUth Division, Meadyuavterss Kiskike, 


Commander: Forik Lutfi Pasha, 


Remarks 


45th Rey |The four battalions ary diktributed nt 
Headquarters: Kirknl Kassini, 


Under Aled ewlik Bi Kirkuks (Mt the latter place isa 
Battalion monntod on inuliw and acting 
‘ay mnonited 
‘t 


46th Reghnent. 
Jressomtey | Soka aralan AntaMTC AML 
vinivh, flit appe 


Hasnilieh, (3) 


{ith Regiment, ‘Whe fone batt 
nn Baicane, || Moadiuartorss Most, | Rowantex, ( 
Headquarters: Mosul, ) Under Mustafa AE Rey. | Kifhi, but there ii rekon’ to suppowa 
Usitee Matisnued Baie hia (2) Tins tigen anovedd eastwards, 
Pastis. Asi Resimont, 
Meadguntters Mom: |“ Mon ditt, ith 
ul oni 





OPA i would bo available, 
and these netic eee 
i Rexitien sit would appear 
I ik alo at Kixsiin, Tiny aint been! takoi inte 


treatin troop nt presi ta 
aad Khaki an 


15 battalions, 


representing, perhaps, 12,000 men. i 
Denies tea, ul Toren 9 425 en report to inv eater to Soyid foam lan 


coming from Bagdad, 
aa (Sigued) I, CONYERS SURTERS, Colonel. 
uly 2, 1900, 





SuowiNG troops reported to have proceoded towards the Persian frontier since 


SCHEDULE (B). 


‘and belonging to the IVth and Vth Army Corps 
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On February 13, 1,500 Hamidich cavalry were officially reported to be 
proceeding to the frontier from tho Mush district 33 +. 1,500 sabres, 
‘The total, then, of troops belonging to the TVth and Vth Army Corps, and moyed towards the 

Persian frontier, appears to 


16 battalions, 
18 guns (3 batteries), and 
1,500 sabres. 
Perhaps, in all, 10,000 men, 
Some 40,000 armed tribesmen are not included. 
H, CONYERS SURTEES, Colonel, 


Milttary Attaché. 
July 2, 1906. 





Sannary 25 


February 12 


Doruany 13) 


Dunya 


Webrary 17 


Mareli 24 


Mareh 27 
Apil7 


April 6 
April) 


May 2 
May 18. 


Thin wan, reported an the 
i tein) on tho Hest: Hallway 





Meso probably 
‘tw Reif 

of Bitlis and Mushy Tan 

uit about Christina, 1905 


1120 (Yau), arrives at Mosul from Van, and “a 
Dattalion” leaves Mo 


‘Anatolia’ 
Onw Dat 
‘Mardin, Teaves for the froution, « ‘ 


11 (1) BU lenves Mosul for the fiontior 3 


(battalions are reported to be at Mosul) 


The L/L ix report 
fir Wavené before this dat 
‘Pie 111/332 is roported to Ti 
And lio the 1782 and 1V 
Frontier 


Whe 1V/AL anti 
the 1/23 (atillor 


saves Mosul for Wazaié 

ry Ieave Mosul fo 
Also a battalion” (number not giv 
‘nd V/24 (inountad 


‘The V/28 artillery also leaves 


A battalion of the 20th, Regin 
the frontier, « ‘ 


5,000 Mausor rifles sent from Sivas to Waar 


Single battalions of the Sintt and eh Regiments 
Jeave Mosil forthe frontier ve ee ae 


‘Who 11/27 moves from Erzeroma to Mushy 


A" Hamidich rogiment, lately disband 
called to the Colours a 


‘otal a 


battalion of the {Sl Infantry Reginent, 








tly a mistake, as the 


1d the Consul probably means a battery of the Zink Artillery Regicseat. 


(24368) No. 26. 
Question asked in the House of Commons, July 9, 1906, 
iam Brans-Gordon,—o ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
s any information in regard toa German Syndicate haying presented an 


application to the Persian Government for a Railway Concession from Khanikin, 
over tho Turco-Persian frontier, to Kermanshah in Persian terri 


Answered by Mr, Runciman (for Sir Edward Grey). 


re nothing to add to the answer given to the honourable Member for 
Montgomery District on the 18th Juno, to the effect that I could give no information, 





[24369] No. 27. 

Question asked in the House of Commons, July 9, 1906, 

Sir William Evans-Gordon,—Vo ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
ho is ina position to give the date and place of mecting of the Turco-Porsian 
Boundary Commission in regard to Passova, 

Answer. 


‘The answer to this question is in the negative. 





{23376} No. 28, 


(eas) E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) 


(Welesraphie.) 2. e Tehran, July 9, 1906, 
" il Agreement. 
the Bakhtiari Khans have been forbidden hy the Persian (Government to leave 
‘Tehran until they shall have concluded with the Syndicate an agreement in. conformity 
y the Persian Government that a representative should be sent 
Gh gt once by the Syndicate to diseuss the matter with a Persion ropnesentative and 
ie Legation. 


SS 


{seo} L 










29. 
















































































































































































[23381] No. 29. [23717] No. 33. 
| Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 9.) Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 12.) ' 
(No. 177.) 180, H 
\ (olegraphie,) P. , Tehran, July 9, 1905. (eloseenie) P. Telvan, July 12, 1006, ' 
FOLLOWING sent to India :— THERE is a report here that Persian Government are about: to obtain a loan from. 
“‘Yelogram No, 835 from Tis Majes Belgian fi rs, Rumour comes from Brussels, 
Tn 
Per a 
I thin [23837] No. 31, 
of the Russi 
I Ye ootarienien acontty is msulay guards iu P Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 13,) 
ould not, in thi vernment, afford efficient 
protection in the event of an outbreak: P. Teliran, July 13, 1906, 
do not believe that any Persian mob would face a few deter ont tho following tlegram to Government of Tudia: 
i ts “ Quarantine on Perso-Afghan front 
| i to Seerelary of State for India of the 20th June. 
ed a letter from the Russian M e stating that there is no 
1 (23616) eth inv posts ou the Afghan 
i Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 10.) 
(No. 178.) 
} (Holexraphi fhran, July 10, 19043, 
| PHAVE: wessage from pri that people arg 
! prepanadl to ov ont, Government, ys nment should GAD a SOLERO eG Te Rea 
ti PRR geen SHANG en ES Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Bdiard Grey—(Reedived July 13.) 
I hull roply that f st prese dP Tebrany Tuly 181000. | 
t i ‘bly : i . ie! RAL people killed in further disturbances which took ‘placo in ‘Voliran 
i bs muy posthly take rofnge at Mis Majesty's Leyaton, whieh would canes A Recent ce earache 
¥ (nila ve. ¢0 crstanding with Tus 
proseut Gi ior, during whose tenure of offi 
Shah has probably no knowledge of sctual coudition of 37171 Sat 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Hardingo, 
y TT 
(23516) No. 31. TON: 
SEERAnISarGPe ‘ to you). 
(so, 92) SEM Gre le Ma Grant Dog 1s there any confirmation of the rumour ? 
Foreign Office, July 11, 1906. 
irand Vizier, contaitied in your telegram 




















the internal aff 


of 
py be produced which neither the Rus 









Persia, and compli {23876) 
Government nor 


Your proposed roply to t 


No. 37. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr, HE, Grant Duff, 















Mollahs is approved. 











uh) 
‘elegraphic.) DP. Foreign Office, July 13, 1906, 
GLL Syndicat our telegram No. 176 of the 9th instant, 









‘The following i of the Syndicate ; it seems to be correct, and you should’ 
support it:— ft 












(23708) 





are empowered, under Article 3 of their Concession, to make: ‘arrangements: 
‘with individ 

no Concession gives them full right to exploit the whole of Persia, with the 
1 of certain northern prov specified therein. 
y cannot therefore se2 their way to reopen the question, 


Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived July 12.) 


















exe 









was a distur 


in Tobe 
Many: porspis ki 


nile, a Soyy 
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123904) No. 38. 
‘The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —{Received July 14.) 


3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, 

Sin, London, July 12, 1906. 

T HAVE laid before my Board your despatch of the 2nd instant on the subject of 
the Bakhtiari road, 

Tn reply, my Board wish to reeall to you the fact that the Chiefs derive a revenue 
of ahont $0002, a-year from this road. “They have farmed out the tolls alone for 
1001, for this yenr, and, in addition to this source of revenue, they derive profit 
fom the sale of fodder in the caravanserais, the price of the fodder being represented 
to us by the muleteors much in exeess of the current priees in the distric 
Neither of these two so venue existed hefore we constructed the road 5 

pecuniary advantage which—cven with the present 

niey—would amount to a capitalized value of more 
than (0,000/. onto putit in another way, they scipt of interest on 
the cost of tho road amounting to about 86 per eent., the cost being taken at 8,501. 
(the netnal cost), or of 55 per cont, on 5,500L (the ‘cost which they acknowledge). 
Wiiat they have done in the way of repairs is so nt as to he scarcely worth 
mentioning. 

Against these solid advan 
those that we share to a y 





























volume of fraflic, which is in its 




















es to them no advantas have accrued to us except 
Timited degree with British and Indian traders in 
general. On the contrary, an amount of work and worry has devolved upon us which 
jhas not been equalled in the case of any of our other éntexprises. ‘The Chiefs have 
fiom the first refused ton on any point no doubk misinterpreting our generosity 
{owanily them asa sign that we were substantial sg ‘They have not accepted the 
cost of the road, the sterling basis of the debt, the period within which the loan is 

ave niot performed their part of the bargain, namely, the main. 
1 at least the same condition as that in which it 
‘ehran, they have from the first 

nd tot 




































of se 
that they we I 
Oflices in the matter, and, at the suggestion of the Foreign Office, wo also approached 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, Years ago it was pointed out to us that, perhaps we 
Committed au error in not making a personal advance of money to the Lkhani, Haji 
‘Mi Kui Kian, who happened to be ope. ‘The advance of mon that 





pproa 

























sion, ander the cireumstances then prevailing, did not seem to us to be justified ; 
Dut we ‘ot slow to remember the advice that was then tendered to us. It was 











in this spirit that we have reeentl 





cen anxious to spare neither time nor trouble in 
cominus to the assistance of the Chiefs; and it is painful to us that, at the very time 
that they wore {clegraphing to us for money, they should, according to the report. of 
onr azent at eliran, have Deon villifying us to His Majesty's Legation. Perhaps you 
Will allow us in addition to point out that we are always doing these Chiefs small 
‘As procuring rifles and sporting guns for them. ‘They are in regular 
communieation with our agents, with whom their relations are apparently of the most 
friendly and confidential natur 
‘Murning nov to the specilic proposals contained in your despatch, my Board are 
in agreement with the Secrotary of State that the first proposal is unreasonable, and 
canuot be accepted. As regards the second, the question of the bridges was recently 
considered at a full meetin rd, and it was decided that, in view of the 
Supreme inportance of the condition of the bridges as alfecting the whole enterprise, 
it was essential that these brides should he inispected anmnally, and repairs executed 
if necossiry. subjected to very great strain at certain 
viods of” the y rations of the tribes, when hundreds of 
stlier upon them), itis of she utmost importance that any flay 
on as possible aud made good. If the flaw or defect beallowed 
r , expensive repairs are necessitated; and it must he borne in mind that 
aby nev material would ave to be sent out from England into the heart of the 






































































a 
Bakhtiari country. If, therefore, the inspection were made every other year 
in three years not only would the expense, in the long ran, be likely tbe erent, 
but the structures, solid as they are, might suffer in a yery gravo manner, the final 
expense being such as would astonish the Chiefs and probably lead to the abandonment 
of the road. My Board therefore remain of the same opinion, namely, that a yearly 
inspection is absolutely necessary. At the same time we would welcome a scrutiny 
ou the par of His Majety’s Consul at Away ofall expenses incurred in connetion 
spection and repair Chey will, of course, be ke vi il 
gute eompatible with eficioney ss eer oa 
As regands the third proposal, my Board take noto of the promises o ie 
doNaMiny cataVanuctrls Ue gece Cldlinbineat year aut in oonaIte any OSE 
which are in bad condition this year. His Maj 
inspection, will be able to adv: 
been completed ina satist 
recommend that His Majesty's Consul be 
at the caravanserais for fodder, we hin 
from owners of transport on the road. 

_ The tourth proposal is to the effect that the Chiefy are now e 
various points on the road ; and that, should His: Majes the road in 
need of further repair, the Chiefs will make those further repairs, ‘is proposal. ean 
only be judged by the result, which we trust will he entirely satistactory to His 


Majesty’s Government, and will at least.restore the road DRULAGAGER PANO 
FETT eH roul to the Gondition in whieh we 


ming. 
nent whether these works have 
At the same time we would venture to 
ustructed to inquire into the price charged 

z received grave complaints on this matt 


ing on repairs at 


_ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) i. W, MACLEAN, 





(23861) No, 89, 
India Office to Koreign Office (Received July 11.) 


y of State for India presents his compli 
Affairs, and by direction of M Morley, 
of State, copies of two telegrams 


India Office, July 13, 1906, 


{nclosure 1 in No. 39. 
Mr, Morley to Government of Indic. 


India Offee, July 11, 1906, 


repeat S 


se reprat Seitan Sco ny telegram of 26ih February 


ons aire obs 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 89. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraph Sinla, July 12, 1906. 


SEISTAN. Your telegram 11th July, Seistan telegram of the 5th Jul 


“Toundersta Hughes that servicus of Robat I 


be requi 
te, On reconsidering matter, Tain of opinion 1 4 


could now be withdrawn 


ars tobe dying out and likelibiood of further disturbauces. therefore 
nel Aci of tuoops iy Robot has undoubtedly lal effet on. people Here. 
‘event action of Deputy-Governor in Bunjar incident lias shown people that local 
authorities [are] uot always prepared to shield them: Fe 


(0) M 














42, 


“would, however, 
he made conditional on grant of cei 





at their withdrawal, whenever it may be effected, 
in concessions by Persian Government. These 
might be, firstly, permission to bring in arms and ammunition now lying at Rok 
ty for which has been amply demonstrated ; and, secondly, permission to increase 
strength of escort to thirty men, Having regard to what has oceurred, Persian Govern- 
ment nay find some difficulty in disputing our claim, 
“As regards increase of escort, this woulll seem to be desirable now for several 
ons, Strength of Russian escort is thirty meu, and numerical inferiority of our 
escort has undoubtedly been noted by the people, and, in country where great import- 












































attaches to military display, probably tends to inerease their influence at our 
Moreovor, sugested increase may conceivably be necessary for the purpose 





of protection, 
disturbance 





nce possibility of reeurren« 


of plague and 
eannot be overlooked.” 





onsequent likelihood of 








Owing to want of phic communication between Robat and S 
telegram only reached is on Sth instant 
Ont his proposals will nowy follow. 





» Daukes' 
id was under consideration here, Om 








(28956) No. 10. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 





) P 
BELGIAN loan, 

With roferouce to my telegy 
Minister of Customs tha 
‘Ming. to, lend Parsi 
Nasr-cd-Dii 





Tehran, July 15, 1906, 








am No, 180 of the 12th i 
there is no truth jn ramon 
wvernment 00,000! 

M, Rabino believes that th 





stant, [ain informed by 
respecting 
from secret private treasury left by. 
treasury 













[28957] No. 41. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Reeeived July 15.) 





(No, 181) 
(elographic.) P. 
IHOTING in Tele 
Molla « 
ment 
ty fall, 


Il shops are closed to-day and troops have surrounded mosque, in which Mollahs 
romain. 


Tehran, July 15, 1906, 
My telegram No, 182 of the 13th instant. 

shops should open. yesterday, and are negotiating with 
yy desire dismissal of Grand Vizier, who, unless hie he able to obtain 




















[23987] No, 42. 


Sir A, 





Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
(No, 108.) 
s Brussels, July 10, 1906. 
THE First Secretary of the Persian Legation here called on mie to-day and asked 
if T could inform him whether Mr. Darey’s oil concession gave that gentleman a 
monopoly extending: over the whole of Persia, and, if not, whether His Majesty's Govern- 
ment would view with favour the grant of similar privileges to an English Company, in 
so fir as these were consistent with the rights enjoyed by Mr. Darey. He gave me to 
understand that He had licen sounded on this subject by lists who were, he 
said, English, but who Lam inclined to suspect, if there is any truth whatever in his 
story, may possibly he Germans, He added that his friends were desirous of obtaining 
side by sil with this petrolenm concession one for a railway in Per 
V told Miran Hassan Kham that Mr, Darey's concession, which he had transferre 
formity with its terms, fo the Barmah Corporation, ave him a monopoly for 
exclusive ot the fire northern provinces ; that these liad been excluded 
because the late Grand Vizier had heen imvilling to sive umbrage to Russia, and that T 
id mob think Uiat you would wish to encourage the grant to an English Company of 
































[23938] No. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.-—(Received July 14,) 
No. 5) 
Miepdaphi.) PE Brussels, July 14, 1906, 

BELGIAN loan to Persia: With reference to Mr. Grant Duf’s telegram No. 180 
of the 12th instant, 

‘The report may possibly, T think, be tne, in which ease E would suspect that the 
Belgians are acting under German influence (see my despatch No. 103), hut 1 have uo 
information on the sul 

T should expect the tr 
concession, This would 
stop. 








cal 
ly could 





sition to tako the form of « sale of an important polit 
a Tess easy to prevent than a loan, which wo probably 





In cither ease it would be desirable that my Russian colleague and I should 
concert together with regard to the action to be taken in tho mattor, 





————————— SS 


(1660) 





43, 


exclusive rights in a part of Persian territory in which we had always recognized the 
importance, AE not the predominance, of Russian interest He knew, I thought, as well 
as I did that all railway concessions were out of the question until the expiration in 1910 
of the Russo-Persian Railway Agreement. 

‘Mirza Hassan Khan is a person of no importance, and his chief is even more 
insignificant, but he is, I believe, a great friend of the Moayyed-es-Sultaneh (iate 
Persian Minister at Berlin}, a very intelligent Persian, well known to me, and who is now 
doing a “cure” in Austria, I should never be surprised if the Moayyed were to try to 
interest German financiers in concessions, railway or other, in Persia, and in view of the 
reports which have been spread in many quarters of an increased interest on the part of 
Germany in Persian affairs, I think it right to mention the questions put to me by this 
Persian diplomatist, Tn the course of conversation Mirza Hassan Khan referred very 
freely to the disturbed condition of Persia, and expressed his opinion that the activity of 
the Ulema was being stimulated by the late Grand Vizier, who would, he thought, most. 
certainly return to power whenever the Valiahd suceeded the Shah, He himself 
belonged to the “ Young Persia” party, and was in strong sympathy with the movi 
ment for reform, He referred incidentally to the possibility of a revolution which 
would overthrow the Kajar dynasty, but thought it more likely that disturbances would 
be local and sporadic rather than general or simultaneous throughout the country, He 
did not believe that the Shoa-es-Sultanch would prove a serious pretender to the throne, 
though he might had done so had he made friends, instead of enemies, of some of the 
powerful tribes of Southern Persia. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





(24248) No. 43. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 16.) 


TIED Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a’ telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 14th July, relative to affairs in Seistan, 


India Ofice, July 16, 1906. 
Se 


Tnclosure in No. 43. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


graphic) Tuly 14, 1906, 
WAN. We repeat for information the following telegrams from Consul. 
Ouewlcnsinoare ill follow. 


Yo. 1, dated 10th July. Addressed to Government of India, Foreign Department. 
ated to Tehran and Meshed : 


“Tt is reported that Persian official deputed to inquire into disturbances which 
occurred last spring is within a few days’ march of Seistan. Reinforcement of 
Porsian troops with mounted men and gins, numbering some 800 or 400 men, so 

can be ascertained, are also reported to be on thei way from Khorassan towards 


“TTusseinabad has also been visited by Deputy Governor, who is 
jist time with the Director of Customs, Some of the houses in the tow are 
being disinfected, 
“Tiumours cireulate here that it is the intention of the Persian Government to 
nmaty punishment on those involved in. the distur 5 
yas to the course which will he followed by new official, a gene 
fecling of unrest exists in Tusseinabad. Rumours, which seem designed to r 
being spread by ringleaders of disturbances to the effect that further distur 
hances will attend any attempt to implicate them. Ms y probably believe that 
Persian Government was induced to tak energetic measures by us alone, and their 




















AL 





action seems to be due to this beliet. 
something to fear a 
will probably be ent 


‘To the best of my information those who have 
e the only ones who feel anxiety, and if any disturbance occurs it 
iy local.” 














No. 2, dated 11th July 
Repeated to Pehran and Mo: 





Addressed to Government of India, Foreign Department. 
shed :— 





A number of men, 





aid to be inhabitants of Husseinabad, created a disturbance 
{ed against this Consulate about midnizht on the night of the 10th instant. 
tion as to their identity or numbers could not be obtained owing to 
the darkness, but they probably numbered some ten or twelve persons, hey sealed 
fie wall of te Consulate, wmed with sticks, and assuulted some employés of the 
Consulate who happened to be steeping outside on account of the heat. No. hurt, 
However, was done them, beyond slight bruises, he rioters fled on the escort fallix 
in, Owing to darkness pursuit was not possible. 
J addressed a letter to the Deputy Governor cone 
him what hid linppened, and asking him to, take meastir 
























nd in strong ti 





‘ms, telling 
ion of the 



















Consulate, ‘his disturbance, opinion, a np by the ringleaders 
of the disinelaniees of Mareh list, for purposes of intimidation, and was enti i. 
ficial in character, ‘There appeur to have been good grounds for the ramours 






mentioned in my telegram of 10th Jul 
the Mareh distuivances, any 





stly, there was not, as was the case in 
itement in Hlusseinabad or in this city. Secondly, 
st part of the wall at a point as far away as possible 
to have acted in accordance with some preconcerted 
plan, And, they, te whole affair hnd more the appearance of an organized demon- 
stration against us'than a spontaneous outbreak of popular feeling. Wovlay there is 
no sign of any excitement. 
“ihe present incident, although it does not in itself appear to he very serious, 
scoms to show the attitude which those persons who wore involved tn the disturbances 
of last Mareh mi pected to adopt, Possibly nothing further will happen. On 
tho other hand) it is, however, possible that an agitation { us may be worked up. 
5 iglendors of the spring di some of whom are men of 

bie influence. Tn this event, thy of the Persian 
nmient, We should have to 
‘ation of this nat 
moment, 1 tris 
upon mysell the responsibility of requesting the oi 
Tiere the spare avms anid ammunition stored there as re 
took on myself the x 
Dull my escort 
for arms and ammur 









from the sent 


















































Robat to send 
rve forthis Consulate, T also 
levies under command of 
ail at Robat as convoy 








ponsibility of sending some of « 
th my loiter to the officer i 










124261) No, 44 









Tehran, July 16, 1906, 





HIRAN riots, My telegram No, 184 of 
pal Mollahs left ‘ehran to-day for a sh 

is retin and state that they intend to go to Kerbe 
cal disturbances when the news is received i 

Wide here have heen no further disturban 


terd 





ie not far from the town with 








ii. It is probable that 
the provinces, Consuls 
sin the town, 














124251) No, 45, 


Sir Ricard Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 
Ee ir Edicard Grey to Sir N, O'Cono 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
NURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
1 hive beeu informed: by the Russian Ambassa 

Anxious, iu couseqiience of information from Telur 





Foreign Office, July 16, 1906. 





lor that his Government are 
to the situation on the Turco- 
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I understand that they will urge prudence upon the Persian Government, as His 
Majesty's Government are doing. 


in colleague will co-operate in any representations in this sense 
which you may make, 





[24251] No, 46. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 

(No. 96.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
‘The following telegram has been addressed to His Majesty's Ambassador at 

Constantinople :— 


(Foreign Office telegram to Sir N. O'Conor No, 108 of the 16th Tuly.) 


‘You should press the Persian Government to maintain an attitude of pradence, in 
concert with your Russian colleague. 


Foreign Office, July 16, 1906, 


[24367] No. 17. 
Mr. Preece to Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived July V7.) 


Sin, 1, St, James's Place, London, July 17, 1906. 

T HAVE the honour to forward you herewith, confidentially, some notes regarding 
an oil Concession whieh has been given to the Minister of War at ‘Tehran, 

Of the places mentioned—viz., Tunkabes, Kudjonr, and Kalaristag—I have only 
Deen able to locate the two latter, t districts of Ghelan and Mazanderan, west 
and cast of the River Chalas rinning into the Caspian, ‘The first named may he 
unkabun, which is also in Mazanderan. 

Tho Concessions Syndicate would be much obliged if you would kindly eauso 
inquiries to he made in Tehran as to the date when this Concession was given and lot 
them knows the result, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) . R. PRERGE, 


Tnclosure in No. 47. 


Préeis of Notes respecting a Persian Oil Concession, 


natives have bee 
‘The Concession has been given “ for eternity. A 
Petroleum at present is the only illuminant used in the Persian Fmpire, Gas and 
electricity are only used in the Imperial Palace. ‘The petroleun consumed in Persia is 
at present imported from Russia, i 
‘he original concessionnaire recently gave a power of attorney to the Persian 
Ambassador at Brussels under which the Concession was trausferred toa firm in 
mstenlam, who are now the vendors, The contract between the said Ambassador 
aud firm contains, inter alia, the following clan . 
‘he firm (vendors) has the right to transfer or make use of their own rights and 
i absolute discretion. 
jy translated “for all eternity,” the 
casas Bald it for a term of 7 years commencing from Ist January, 190) 
1660. 
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124489] No. 50. 
Mr. E, Gront Duff to Sir Bdword Grey.—(Received July 18.) 
Oaecanh jy 3 Tehran, July 18, 1906. 
~ SEISTAN. 4 
Peanete ivith views expressed in telogram of the 16th instant to Secretary of 
State for India from Government of India. 





123134] No, 51. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. 





Grant Duff. 


Roreign Ofer July 1S, 1006, 
i N i sarding the 
T AVE revived your despatch No, 154 of the 11th ultimo, regarding 
complaints made by the Persia Government against Agha Bedr, British Agent at 


(So, 107.) 











Tupprove your reply to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh on this subject. 


Tam, & : 
(Signed) ‘DWARD GREY. 











(23141) ‘No. 52. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. H. Gront Duff 
ee Foreign Office, July 18, 1906. 





10, regard 
ph line. 
n Government on the 





i the removal 





J IEAVE, received your despatch No, 161 of the 20th ulti 

Dy Russian officials of the battery and wire of the Seistan t 
* “Me toris of the note, which you addressed to the Per 
subject, have my approval. 













Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





[23142] No. 53. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E, Grant Du 


Foreign Office, July 18, 1906. 
ved! your despatch No, 162 of the 20th ultimo, respecting the state 





(No, 109.) 


Sir, 

LHAVE rece 
of affairs at Shiraz. " ‘ 
rare trove tne terms ofthe notes which you nddressed to the Grau 


‘Mushir-oil-Dowloh on the subject. 








ier and the 





Tam, &c. aa 
(Sigued) "-- EDWARD GREY. 








(24614) No. 54. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 19.) 





VIII reference to Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 19th instaut, the Under-Secretary 
Ur Suu tar Lula piocents ie complisionts to the Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, forwards horewith, for the information 
of the Seereta ito, copy of telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 19th instant, 





India Office, July 19, 1906. 
———— es 




































[24616] 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.~(Received July 19.) 


Sir, India Office, July 19, 1906. 
TN continuation of previous correspondence relative to the rioting in Scistan, 
ending with my covering letter of the 18th instant, Tam directed by Mr, Secrotary 
Morley to inclose, for Sir E. Grey’s consideration, a copy of « telegram from the 
Government of India, making certain proposils for securing the safety of His Majesty's 
Consulate, 
They propose— 


1, To increase the strength of the Consul 

Uby the Persian Government for the Ri 
2. ‘Lo bring up to Nai 
3, To send wi 

















escort up to that which has been 
ian Consul’s escort 








4, To withdraw the escort w 
enough 
reinfore 
Governme 





en they have delivered the arms, leaving only 
iso the Consular escort to the required strongth, provided that. the 

ary understood to have been sent. to. Soistin by the Persian 
, prove to be intended to maintain order aud capable of so doing. 


Sir B, Grey’s recollection that the Government of Tndia were 
in Mr. Morley’s telegram of the 6th April to send the wholo of the Robat 
Seistan if the situation should he eriti ‘The measures now proposed. by 
of India would, no doubt, conduce to the safety of the Con wi To 
5 of the objections to taking any action which would offend the 
ies of the Persian Government, Mr. Morley would be glad to. be favoured 
; ‘ows upon the present proposals. 
With regard to the Robat-s w telegraph line, Sir Ei. Grey will recollect that 
in their telegram of the 12th instant the Government of India il attention to the 
delay which now necessirily occurs in tolographic communications between Soistan 
and India. 

















It will be 
authorized 






































Tan, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





Tuclosure in No, 58°, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic) P. July 18, 1906, 
SEISTAN. My telegram of the Lith July, Attack on Consulate. 

We consider that, whatever may have been the motives of assailants, an attack on 
British Consulate at night time in a town where ferment was caused by plague rioters 
ion that it calls not only for domand for punish 
und for apology from Persian Governinont, but shows 
y has been established for placing our escort at samo strength ag 
Russians, dud for storing within our Consulate such adequate. reserve of 
and arms as were shown to be in possession of Russians at time of riots 


















clearly: 
that of 























‘mis with convoy of ten levies is questioned by our military 
We concur, and, to prevent risk of collision with mob or’ with customs 
1, we propose to send convoy composed of fifty men of double company under a 
officer. When Persian troops arrive convoy would be withdraw, Such men 
only being retained as would give the British Consular escort a strength equal to that 
(1660) Ne 
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of the Russians, provided that the Persian troops showed that they are intended to 
‘maintain order and were capable of doing so. Until the situation quiets down the 
hagai levies will remain at Nasratabad, : 

Tt should be borne in mind that in night attack on Consulate assailants only 
withdrew when guard fell in, and that, but for presence of escort and levies, therefore, 
Jamentable consequences might have ensued. As regards telegraphic communication, 
we would point out that Russians possess five direct lines of telegraph across Persian 
frontier, Haying regard to serious position of affairs, we would again press for 
completion of wire from Seistan to Robat, 

(Repeated to Tchran, Scistan, and Meshed, through Robat), 
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Tnclosure in No. 54. 
The Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic) P. July 19, 1908, 
MY telegram of the 18th instant. Scistan. We have received the following 
messige from Daukes, dated 14th instant : 


“There has been no renewal of disturbance here, Persian official arrived here 
to-day on special mission to inquire into riots of March last. Incident reported in my 
telegram of the 11th July has been investigated by Deputy Governor, but he has failed 
as yet to obtain any clue as to identity of offenders. ‘The city and Husseinabad are 
quiet, and the conviction that the recent attack on tho Consulate was merely tho 
handiwork of the ringleaders of tho riots of last spring is expressed even by Mustauli, 
who is the Deputy Governor's right-hand man.” 























No, 55. 


25646) 





Question asked in the House of Commons, July 19, 1906, 





Sir William Evans-Gordon,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether, 
considering the commercial importance «nd the magnitude of other interests 
volved in the Turco-Persian boundary dispute, and that England is one of the 
mediating Powers under the Exzoroum Treaty of 1847, His Majesty’s Government 
intend to watch the progress of tho Passova boundary dispute, 


Answer, 










Hig Majesty's Government have from the first given their attention to the question 
of the Turco-Persian frontier, and will continue to do so. 

















124740) No. 56. 






Mr, E. Grant Duf' to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 20.) 
(No, 191.) 
(elegraphic.) P, 
‘TEHRAN disturbance 
ome fifiy merchants and Mollahs have taken asylum at British Legation in 
‘Tehran, complaining of oppression. Tam in communication with Persian Government, 
on the subject. It is probable that more will come in the course of the next few: 
days, 


Tehran, July 20, 1900, 


















[24824] 


No. 57. 










India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received July 21.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under 
Scorelary of Siate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morloy, 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 19th instant, relative to the ‘Turco-Persian frontier dispute, 


India Office, July 21, 1906, 








{1660} 
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Inclosure in No. 57. 


[24838] 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 























Mr, E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 





(elegraphic.) P, India Office, July 19, 1906, 
RUSSIAN Ambassador has suggested to Sir E. Grey, with reference to the 
i question of the Tureo-Persian frontier, that British and Russian Ambassadors at 
i Constantinople should co-operate in making: representations to the Turkish Govern 
i" ment iigainst their concentration of troops, and their attitude of aggression. Sir N. 
} O'Conor has een instructed accordin Instructions have also been sent to 
H, Mr, Grant Dull that, in orden mi ent attitude by 
i Persian Government, he should join with the Rus king representa- 
tions on the subject. 


. 192.) 
‘elesraphic.) P. Tehran, July 21, 1906. 
‘TEHRAN disturbances. My immediately preceding telegram. 

Refugees at His Majesty's Legation, who by yesterday evening had inerensed 
to 700, are lieliaving in an orderly manner; but the garden may be damaged, and their 
presence is undesirable for sanitary reasons, 

Mushir-ed-Dowleh states that my note has been laid before the Shall, and he 
promises an answer to-day. 
_ If Persian Government refuse to give satisfaction to just grievances of people, I 
beg for instructions regarding further action. 

T liave received a message from Valiahd, through Mr. Wratislaw, requesting me 
to give the refugees protection. 
































i 
q (24823) No. 58. 




















: Possibility of people taking asylum was duly impressed upon the Persian 
i) Indi Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 21.) Government. 
I ‘THE UnderScoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
i Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 














lated the 20th instant, relative to the affairs of Seistan. 
India Office, July 21, 1906, 


[24978] No. 60, 





Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 28.) 




















! Tnelosure in No. 58, ir, Therapia, July 18, 1908, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 433, Very Confidential, of the 26th ultimo, 
Thave the honour to report that the Persian Ambassador told me to-day that the 
representations which I made to the Grand Vizier towards the end of last montlt, and 
wlich {renewed on the 2nd instant In the interests of a peneful setlomont of tho 
arco-Persian froutier dispute in the Lahidjan district, had been reported by his 
Highness to the Sultan, and that a message in a senso similar to my representations 
had been sent by the Russian Ambassador to His Imperial Majesty though Ghalib Pasha, 
the Master of Ceremonies, Tn consequence of our joint action, the Sultan had issued 
an fradé directing the Ottoman Commissioner, Zckki Pasta, to proceed to Passova, 





i Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Wolographic.) P. July 20, 1906, 
l SWISTAN, We haye edt following mossaye, dated the 16th instant, from 
| His Majesty's Consul, Nasratabad :— 


“Tam informed by Officer in Command of detachment at Robat that, without 
expross orders of Government, he cannot forward reserve ammunition and arms, My 
request that it should te forwarded here was based on ssi 




























































oon allowed to lis Majesty's Consul, Seistin, in the matter, under terms of Vieeroy's without delay, and to come to an arrangement with the Persian Commissioners with 

frien niente of tho 1th April and your telegram of the 2fth May aview to prevent a conflict. ‘The Grand Vizier also told the Persian Ambassador 
lust to intin. ‘Fact of reserve of arms and a been sent to that he was authorized to give an official assurance that it was the earnest desire 
Robat ind tht their requirement hore was recognized. from of the Porte to avoid hostilities, and that: his 


clleney might confidently await a 


y to Seoretiry of State of the Ith September, 1905.) 

“venture to ive following reasons for believing present moment to be particularly 

favourable for their importation = 

L, Tf the new Persian official who has ay 
mm be worked up 

spring, some of whoni are persons of 

followed by the Persian Governn 
























peaceful settlement of the question, 
‘Phe Grand Vizier said, however, at the same time that personally he did not 
Felivye that Zekki Pasha has any power to come to any definite settlement, and that 
if the Commissioners failed to arrive at an understanding the only course loft open 
to Persia was to appeal to the arbitration of Great Britain and Russin, 
Tasked Prince Mirza Riza Khan whether the Grand Vizior had given him any 






















6 ivod here takes energetic action, an 
igainst us by the ringleaders of the riots of last 
Hluonce, Well known that the course 































vstitutingg an inquiry into the affair is due to reason to suppose that the Porte would accept arbitration if proposed by. the 
our bringing pressure to bear on them. hough Government of the Shah, and he replicd that, Ferid Pasha haying been silent on 
disturbance OF the 10th instant 





reported in my t 
powcrof the ringleaders to brineabout further ay 
A contingency, might stand in need of reserve of arn 
“2/1 do not think that our action in supplying Cons 

and ammunition could be considered altogether withont justifies 
in inind that the Persian Government have as yet taken no steps to pul 
took part in the riots of that anotlier disturbance, probably 
the same persons, has occmred; and that in the present condition of affairs there exists 
ine possibility of further trouble. No question, moreover, could. be raised if the 
ununition are imported without attracting attention, which I think will 


this point, he could not siy whut the attitude of the Ottoman Government would 
be in such an eventuality. ‘Tho latest information which had reached him was by 
no means reassuring of the pacific intentions of ‘Turkey, and he begged me earnestly 
to renew my representations to the Porte in favour of an amicable settlement, 
readily promised to do so, particularly as T had just learnt that 3420 Mauser rifles 
and a million cartridges have recently been sont from Mosul to Vazné, and part, if 
not the whole, of these rifles have been given to Sadik Pasha for distribution among 


his clansmen, 
Thave, &, 
Signed)" 'N. R. O'CONOR. 












erve of arms 
n it is borne 
sh those who 
mstigated. by 
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Russo-Enslish entenfe about Persia, which would admit of a recognition of Russian 
influence on the shores of the Indian Ocean in return for a recognition of German 
influence in Mesopotamia, in Arabistan, and along the Euphrates as faras Mohammerahy 
and a common policy on these lines, in opposition to England, at Tehran, it appears 
to me conceivable that such an offer might present certain attractions to powerful 
Anglophobe elements in St, Petersburgh and might at least serve to obstruct that 
Brom 


[24914] No. 61. 
Sir A, Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 





108.) 





La Panne, July 19, 1906, 
your telegrams Nos, 14 ond 15 of the 13th 





s 





CE I had the honour to ree 











A eae Hae Angio-Russian agreement respecting Asin which is naturally dreaded at Ber 
instant, I have endeavoured to ascertain confidentially through Messrs. Rothschild’s nglo-b Agr spect aia ide a ls 
agents, whether any confirmation can be obtained here of the rumoured negotiations is seinty ofariony the area guia fuses ond Ob spate sone ey Ceteaneiolars 


in would he important. 
1 do not believe that the financial assistance which Persia might obtain from 
Belgium or, through nominally Belgian agencies, from Germany would take the form 
of a regular loan secured on existing Persian revenues. Our own Financial Agroe- 
ments and those of Russia with the Persi wf and tho fact that the 
oms. both Northern and Southern, are already heavily pledged to Russian and 
British creditors, stand in the way of any such transaction. But a large advance 
talists in return for a Concession, to be 
ent expites three years hence, of an extension of 
: n fo Tehran (the only Persian line which would, in 
ion, pay), or for otlier monopolies or adyantages in the Shah's dominio 





for a Persian loan. T have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter just 
received by me from Baron Lambert, from which you will observe that nothing is 
known on the subject in the financial world of Brussels. 
At tho same time 1 t quite possible that overtures, probably of a very 
i character, have been. made by M. Naus to Belgian friends, and may have been 
y them at the Persian Legation, I need not allude to the ci 
it imperative for the Ain-ed-Dowleh to obtain money, if he 
} maintain his position during the Shab's lifetime or secure himself atter Iis Majesty's 
i death from. the vengeance ot a hostile successor, and, as he has failed to obtain it from 
us oF the Russians, he will doubtless make a supreme effort to do so in some other 


























































i ii my opi i 
H quarter. aa rlies oF a gos i his Shula dominio 
; Mi Nous has often told mo capitals ooedet ese given to a Belgian Syndicate, which would later on find it 
Faas Or cee ony Uva RPE ee) saad ccf pao convenient to fuso its interests with thoso of the Bagind Railway or the * Deutsche 

‘of open in Pe T always think that he had some idea of a Belgian or inter- Ba Gi ae owner of the petroleum monopoly Jn trak et stomach: a 

national ate, in which Dutch or Belgian financiers would be interested, pay alway possibility that the Persian Governmon' 

Ral ail eaheires aekisetecuoecaze okel Tome aanEG may itself try to spread thes rumours with a view to alarming the Russians and 










and thus untying our purse strings. 

Ii would probably not be very difficult to provent a loan being made in Belgium 
to the Persian Go If the British and Russian Legations were to intimate 
to the Be Ministor that such a lov iked by their 
Governments on political anil was likely to lead to politi plications, he 
might he induced to use his influence with the Belin capitalists concerned to prevent, 
its being made, Communications to the Belgian press, pointing out the dangers of 





us sum had been offered to 





\ report Was. ci oticr Sonn 
the Shah by a group, which, though nominall 

i really Germain, fn» 

still hoped for the Eng 
wen fora pledge that no Conce: 

he line Kermanshah-Ispahan—Yer 










































al point of view haye been the simplest way ot se, SO TAOS Y 4 

Phellover declined, on tho geound of tho TeussorPersian Railway Agreemont, to hinyo suoll;qniayeratjon| jn viow of Porsins aati positon aud) or flnanolalizelatlorie/y ith 
} TV IMA CORRIRC IC HFORGT other Powers, would probably also prove effective, ‘Tho secret sale of a Concession 
| ye would no doubt he didioult K, but might also be obstructed by joint 








‘he language of Mirae Hassan Khan reported in my despatch No. 108 of the 
10th instant led me, however, to suspect at the time that the Pe 
standing as it does at bay, might be making an endeavour to raise m 
or Germany, and that tHe Mosyyed 
Joan negotiations, and who has this in common with the Ain-c 
Doth detest tho lato Sadrazam, might, on the strength of his lo 












action liere if such action were taken in time. Hier efforts of the Persian Goyern- 
ment in the time of the Emin-ed-Dowleh to raise money in France and Holland were 
tactics such as those mentioned above on the part of the Russian 





















It 
data, to verify 









uropean experience 














































as Persian Minister at Berlin, have been intrusted with some such ni Mirza eae ae in’oh ae ns 
asin Klian's remarks to me about possible Railway and Petroleum Conce: BUNA aS TOs Hecniw Rol Gn earn ae Ht 
i) I EIA NEURO ca DbeNgDU TEA TA ns, but I will keep the matter in mind and report any indications of its 





strious which T may be able to discos 
ze me to do so, 1 could confer on 


(s 


x, Tf you think it suificiently important 
with M. de Giers. 

Tiave, &e. 

ned) | ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





1 Concessions as 
German; 











must turn elsewhere, Tnclosure in No. Gl. 
mont is fesling its way to financial as 


and Belgian relations of M. 





t an impression that the Persian Govern« 
ance from Germany, and that the position 
‘aus, who has been at Constantinople in close touch 
gutisod as Belgian and therefore: 

+ non-political,” and fo be negotiated in Europe through 
l ‘No what extent the German Government would be likely to fall in with such a 
fchome is another question, on which Tam not of course qualified to. speak. 

Heonomically Persia is valueless to €} sho is, however, valuable as a bone of 
¢ontention between Russia and ourselyes, and us a_means of preventing an Anglo- 
i Tussin eiente in Asia. I gather that a struggle is proceeding at St. Petersburgh 
Hetwween progressive forces friendly to England and reactionary forees disposed to lean 

‘on Gormany, that the latter have the sympathy of the Empress, of the military party, 

and to some extent of M. Isvolsky, and that the issuc of the conflict is still doubtful. 

Me question of Persin will certainly prove a factor of some importance in it. If 

Germany wore to propose as part of a wider plan a Russo-German in lieu of a 





Baron Lambert to Sir A. Hardinge, 


‘Dear Sir Arthur, [Undated.| 

AS T telegraphed to you from Ostend yesterday, T have not heard a word about 
the proposed Persian loan’ you mentioned, and T would be very much suxprised if a 
scheme of that sort had any chance of sucess in this country. 

You know that the Belgians have been extremely unlucky with their investments 
in Persia, and have lost-a big sum of money in différent undertakings in which thay 
were induced to take shares by our former Minister, then Baron d'Eros. 

I saw several people to-diy ; no one knows anything about a Persian loan, 

T remain, &e. 
(Signed) LAMBERT, 








































[1660] 


(25173) 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 193.) 

(Pelesraphic.) : 
DEIERAN disturbances, 
‘here is no change in the situation. I informed the refugees yesterday of the 

futile answer of the Persian Government, ‘They have refused to accept it, and will 

write to me, giving their objections. 
‘Wheir chief demands are as follows: (1) Fall of Grand Vizier; (2) Establishment 
of Law Courts; (8) Return of Mollahs, without whom no business can be transacted. 
Tris certain that refugees, who are respectable and orderly, aye the sympathy of 
all people, not only in Tehran, but throughout the provinces. 
1am informed that Mollahs, who have just reached Kum, have sent messages to 
all the chief towns in Persia, in onder to cause disturbances througliout the country. 
‘Nho action proposed in my telegiam No, 161 of the 16th ultimo alone is 1 

prove effectual, Temporary order, at any rate, would be re-established on d 

Grand Vizier and return of Mollalis. 

Our position in Persia will, in my opinion, he greatly strengthened if we take the 
energetic action which the occasion requires. 


Tehran, July 28, 1906. 





(25286) No. (is. 


Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(No, 194) 
(Welegraphie,) 2. Tehran, July 24, 1906, 
BURAN disturbances, 
Whore were 2,000 refugees i ‘ion Tast night, Up to the present moment 
Tam confidentially informed by Minister for Foreign 
nits to force people ta leave Legation by pei 
wnment will, I {rust, not permit such a procecdin 
stated by leaders to be that 
le to gain their own liberty 
Several women, smiongst whom sve the wives of important Mollahs, wish to take 
refuge at Legation, but Twill prevent this, it possible, 





(25310) No. (id, 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(Pologeaphie,) Py 


Tehran, July 24, 1906. 
TEHRAN disturbances, 


Number of refugees lias now reached 5,000. Notwithstanding my repeated 
vopresentations, 1 Government have taken no action, as far as I am aware, 
Whiole population will come to Legation if some steps are not taken, and T cannot 
auswor forthe consequences, ‘The shopkeepers are streaming iu, and the bazaars are 
closed. 


(No, 195.) 





[25310] No. 65, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 


(No. 118) 
s 


, Foreign Office, July 21, 1906. 
I TOLD the Persian Changé d’Aifaines to-day that we had very serious news from 
ehran, As many as 5,000 persons liad taken Yefuge in the British Legation. ‘This 
was a very grave inatter, 
T was not personally acquainted with the exact nature af the grievances of these 
people, but they were no doubt well known to the Persian Government, T assumed 
that this step on their part was an expression of genoval dissatisfaction with the 
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‘Ministers of the Shah, or at Ieast some of them. I asked the Chargé d’Affaires to 
telegraph to his Government to ask them to redress the grievances of their subjects, o 
to mect their demands in such a way as to enable them to withdraw from the 
Legation. 

‘The Chargé d’Affaires said he had just received a long eypher telegram from the 
Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs which had not yet been decyphered, and he pro- 
posed to come again to-morrow when he knew what its contents were, 

Tsaid I should he glad if he would do this, but meanwhile 1 hoped he would 
telegraph what I had said to the Persian Government, 

Tam, &, 
EDWARD GREY. 





(24626) No. (iii, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1906 
TAM directed by Secrciary Sir B, Grey fo acknowledge the receipt o 

of the 19th instant, relative to the recent rioting in Seistan and the proposals made by: 

the Government of India to secure the safety of His Majesty's Consulate. 

Sir E, Grey coneurs that the strength of the Consular escort should be raised to 
thirty men, the number of the escort attached to the Russian Consul, He w 
however, point out, for Mr. Morley’s consideration, that tho twenty-thivo levie: 
to protect the Consulate last spring: ave still at Nasratabad, and that, if and when the 
Persian reinforcements arrive and the authorities axe once more in a position to cope 
With the rioters and to maintain seourity, these men might well he withdrawn, heir 
presence might otherwise serve as an excuse for a corresponding increase in the 
Russian escort, 

As regards the suppl; 

Grey agrees that th 


ast’ regan sli troops 

step, unless absolutely necessary, fox the protection of I 

to offend Persian and Russian ‘stseeptibi 

Similar action on the part of Russia in th 

diminish the responsibility of the Persi 

and order, He would therefore suggest, for Mx, Morley’s con 

should, if possible, be introduced under the escort of Ievies, whose movements on the 
frontier do not attract undue attention, to whom might be attached the ten sowars to 
Ye added to the Consular escort. 

AAs regards tlic telegraph i istan, Sit B, Grey is disposed to think 
that as Mr, Grant Dutf lias re, iccroy’s telegrams and is well aware of the 
views of His Majesty's Government on the stibject it is not necessary to send him 
further instructions. 

Tam, ke, 
(Signed) -B. GoRst. 





[25413] No. 67. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edveard Grey—(Received July 25,) 
(No. 196) 
(Ielegraphic,) P. ‘Tehran, July 25, 1906. 

‘TEHRAN disturbances. - 

T earnestly request that answer may be sent to my telegrams on this subject. 
Our position here will be gravely affectod if people leave British Legation for Russian 
Legation, who are endeavouring to bring this about, It is possible also that, people 
may wreck Legation if they become angry 

‘Though there is no disorder as yet, bazaars are still shut. 
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125310) No. 68. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Gront Duff 

(No. £9.) 

(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 25, 1906. 
SITUATION in Tchran: Your telegrams Nos. 194 and 195 of the 24th Jul. 
Yesterday {informed the Persian Chargé d’Aifaires, whom Thad sent for, of the 

him to ask the Persian Government by telegraph 
‘ilis Majesty’s Legation, by redressing their grievances 
demands in such a way’ as totelfect that object. 





[25491] No. 69, 


Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(No, 100.) 
(Velesraphic) PB. Foreign Office, July 25, 1908. 
SITUATION in ‘Tehran. 


You shoulil p ent that it is for them to put an end 


ing the people. 
iC ‘hare RUA veaninetvcmiaanieatecteraro tren 
yhat they can to meet the demands of the “persons nowy at our 
‘ave promised not to interfere a1 erty, 
and thi 7 s lel ay . stated, in reply, that we cannot Berats 
the re ave the Legation ti satistied, and that it is for the Persian 
Goyernment to redress the grievances of which they complain, and to inspire them 
with confidence that this will he done. 

Although T have not pressed any definite step on the Persian Government, T have 

suggested that lack of confidence in the Grand Vizier may be the real complaint. 


125554) 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 26.) 
(No. 197.) 
(Welographie.)  P. Tehran, July 26, 1906. 
‘TEHRAN disturbances. 
1 Government have taken no steps to satisfy demands of refugees, who now 
$500, Religions and legal functions must be performed by Mollahs of 
standing, all of whom have left ‘Tehran. People refuse to use services of the few 
edited Mollahs who remain. Mr, Wratislaw reports from Tabreez that Mollahs. 
» threaten to close all mosques, and have sent a telegram, through me, to the Shah, 
with the Valiahd’s approval. 
‘There will be a reception of the Corps Diplomatique on the 5th proximo, the Shah’s 
Should, i attond it it, if refugees still remain at Legation ? 
ches made clear to Tis Majesty's Government the 
d the gradual spread of the spirit of unrest 


in my opinion, 50 critical that, unless I receive instructions to 

T shall on Saturday next request an audience of the Shah, who does not 
probably realize true position of affairs, and lay question of refugees before His 
Majesty. 


My constant interviews with Mushir-ed-Dowleh have produced no effect whatever. 








(25651) No. 71%. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 27.) 
(No. 115.9.) 
(Paraphirase of Despatch.) 


Sir Brussels, July 26, 1906. 


" BELGIAN loan to Persia. 8 y telegram No. 5 of the 14th instant. 
M. Ampain, a well-known capitalist here, has just receiv d from M. 

whieh, inthe present state of Persia and Russia, it seems. prematur if 
inviting him to nogot 000,008. to the Persian Goverment. tis 10 be 
secured the auiHorization and guarantee of the Rus rnment, which 
M. Naus says he ean obtain on the customs, 

Thaye, &e. a 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





[1600] 


[25554] No. 71. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(No. 101.) 
(Telegravhic.) P. Foreign Office, Fuly 26, 1906, 
SITUATION in Tehran: Your telegram No. 197 of to-day. 
You are authorized to ask for an audience of the Shah, and to uso the same 
language to him as is confained in my telegram No. 100 of yesterday. 
‘There is no reason why you should not attend the reception on His Majosty’s 
birthday. 





[25683] No. 72. 


Mr. E, Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received July 21,) 

(No, 199. 
(Pelegraphic.) P. elvan, July 27, 1906, 

NURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute, 

Your telegram No. 96 of the 16th July. Ihave earvied out your instructions. 

It is suggested by the Russian Minister that orders should he sent by the Porte 
tot Ambassador hiere to adopt a more concilintory attitud 

The Commissioners of the two Powers have met, and the discussion of the frontior 
question is said to hae commenced, 





[25684] No, 73. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edicard Grey,—(Received July 27.) 
Tehran, July 27, 1906. 


isturbances. 
[have applied for audience, as instructed in your telegram No.l0L. 
‘Nhe refugees in the Legation aro ovderly, but determined, and now number about 
10,000. 
‘All usiness is still suspended in ‘Telnan, 





[25842] No. 71. 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Bdward Grey. (iteceived Fuly 30,) 
(No, 495.) 
Sir, Therapia, July 21, 1906, 
WHIT sforence to my despatch No, 0 of the 18th instant and to your tlogean 
No, 105 of the 16th instant, T have the honour to report that having heard from. His 
i Consulate-General at Bagdad that more arms rn ammunition were bein 
sont to the Passova district, Tagain on the 16th, seri ention of the 
to this persistent: military ion, amid especially to tl 
istributed in considerable «| sto Sheikh Mohammed Sadik’s trio, 
Russian Oharzéd’Afaires, who had ealled upon me on the 15th instant, told ane 
tliat Count Benckendorit hd been instructed to approach you with a view to joint 
entatious to the Porte on the subject, and E informed him of the fresh 
mis which F propose making next day, and told hit that my general instructions 
enabled me fully to cp-operate with him in any representations he might make 
Aeproeating the aggressive poliey of the Ottoman Government. in those parts, 
ow are aware, spoken to the Ports a short time previously to the same 
init pointed out the serious and far-reaching effect of a conflagration provoked 
r inexplicable and apparently hellicost policy. ‘These representutions were duly. 
reported to the Palace, and on the 17th instant the Persian Ambassador sont me 
message through Mr. Lamb to the effect that lie had the previous day received a visit 
from Ghalib Boy, the Acting Grand Master of the Ceremonies, who eame on the part 
of the Sultan to express His Majesty's surprise that Persia should have adopted a 
Hostile and aggresive attitude towards his Empire, and that his Highness himself, 
whom the Sultan had allways treated with the greatest consideration, should not have 
{1660} Q 
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used! his influence with his own Government to prevent matters from arriving at their 
present state, 

‘Mirza Riza Khan replied that, so far from having adopted an aggressive attitude, 
the Persian Government, largely owing to his representations, had shown extraordinary 
pationco in face of unprovoked aggression on the part of the Turkish military 
authorities, who lind occupied without the slightest justification territory which was 
tndoubtedly Persian. After teeapitulating the history of the frontier dispute from 
the Treaty of Evzeroum down to the present time, he begged the Sultan to adopt ono 
of two alternatives: either to appoint a Commission at the Balace composed of men in 
Ghiom. THis Majesty had confidence, but excluding Tzaet Pasha, whom he accused. of 

pal cause of the fronticr dispute, and allow him to discuss the whole 
question directly with this Commission; ot else to refer the matter to the arbitration 
Of England, or England and Russia, in accordanee with the Convention of 1s 

Ghali Bey took careful note of his statement, and he hoped that his report would 
reach the Sultan in time to strengthen the effect which would have been produced by 
my own representations to the Porte, 























L have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





that there was any intention of 


PSI should add that the Grand Vizier d 
ributing them among any section 


sending arms to Sheikh Mohammed Sadik, or of d 
of the population in those regions. 





N, R. O'C. 











[25918] No. 75. 
Sir A. Havdinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 





(No. 116, Seeret.) 
Sir, Antwerp, July 27, 1906. 
‘MIE information which Thad the honour to telegraph to you yesterday from 


ne from Messrs. Rothschild’s 






Brussels respecting: the Persian loan question was derived by 
nyent, to whom M, Naus! lotter had been shown, but who requested me to treat the 
news as strictly confidential, and even secret, M. Ampain, the Belgian capitalist, to 
whom M, Nawis' overtures were made through a common friend, is perhaps known to 
you, and { should think certainly. to Sir Eldon Gorst, as a man who, starting from 
Very modest beginnings, has made a large fortune, mainly, I believe, in Byptian 
enterprises. 

“Phe amount of the loan asked for by the Persian Government was stated “by: 
Baron Lambert to he 2,000,000 roubles, secured on the customs of Persia, exclusive, 
presumably, off those of the Gulf and Fars, and M, Naus expressed confidence that it 
would be gharanteed by the Russian Government, 

Sinco 1 saw Darou Lambert Ehave noticed in the Confidential print received by me 
yestorday a report of a conversation on the subject of an alleged Russian loan of 
3,000,000/, between His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh and M. Isvolsky. 
T have little doubt that the tumours which Sir Arthur Nicolson repeated to his 
Excellency were based on news from ‘Tehran respecting these efforts by M. Naus, and 
T think it likely that the Manager of the Russian Bank in Persia may have offered to- 
subtait and recommend the proposal to his Government, and thus encouraged the hopes 
of the Persians, 

T need hardly observe that, in the present state of Persin and Russia, a loan to 
the one, een with the guarantee of the other, would have no attractions from a 
Dusiness point of view, and I should think it unlikely that such man as M, Ampain 
would look at it, 

‘So far as I know, there were no conditions, political or otherwise, attacl 
the loan, M. Naus? proposal being rather in the nature of a feeler than of a cut 
riod scheme, 

T have thought it better to say nothing, until authorized by yourself, to my Russian 
colleague about these matters; but T may mention that the French Minister, in the 
course of a conversation in which he referred to M. Detrance, my late French colleague 
‘at Vohran, alluded to the disturbed state of Persia, and thus gave me an opportunity of 
‘asking casually if he had heard any rumours respecting the negotiation here of a new 

oan, M. Gérard had evidently received copies of a report from ‘Tehran, 


















































somewhat like that telegraphed by His Majesty's Chargé d’AMfaires there, but he had, 
hie said, failed to elicit any confirmation of these rmmours, though he had made inquiries 
on the subject of several well-informed Persian business houses in Brussels, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





[25830) 





Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—{ ived J 
ee uff to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 30.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tokiran, July 80, 19 
IRAN disturbances. pe Ar 
Refugees now number about 12,000, 














Mushir-ed-Dowleh leaves Tehran to-day for Kum, bearing an autograph letter 
from the Shah, granting :— i 
1, Courts of Justice. 





2, A National Assembly, 

8, Return of Mollahs from Kum with all honours, 

4, Pensions for relatives of those killed in the recent riots, 
___ 5. Permission for those exiled for their connection with the reform moyement to. 
live anywhere in Persia, with the exception of ‘Tehran. 


‘The Shah has begged me, in view of these concessions, to postpone audience until 
tlie result of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh's mission to Kum be et eS 
__ he refugees should he satisfied with the above concessions, if the Persian 
Government is playing fair. 

My audience was fixed for to-morrow morning, 
and trust that my action will snect 

His Majesty's G 
solution of the present 
country. 




















bub I baye consented to delay it, 
i your approval in the circumstances, 

miment doubtless appreciate the fuct that any satisfactory 
difficulty will have an immense effect on our influence in this 


























(25989) No. 77. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 30.) 








saraphic.) P. Tehri 80, 1906 
TEMRAN disturbances. Ee 
telegram No. 201 of to-day 
he Shah has accepted the Grand ‘ignation. 

ere is now some hope of a settlement, thoug! e sil i wgatic 
er mont, though @he situation at the Legation 






















{26081} No. 78. 


Mr. E. ir Edwar —( it 
es Ha Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 80.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, July 30, 1906. 
OFFICE of Chief Minister has heen eonferred on Mushir-ed Dovel, bat vee 
not so far been created Grand Vizier. It was his Exeellency who gave me the 
jntormalion contained in my telegram No. 201, but he will now not proceed to Kum. 
cine pee intrusted with the mission, Itis not yot clear what instructions 
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[25651] 2A 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(No. 103) 
(felegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 31, 1906. 
WITH reference to the telegram No, 115.4 from Sir \. Hardinge, it would not be 
advisable to mention the question of « Persian loan to the Persian Coverament until 
‘you haye information that any such proposal is being ly entertained, 
‘Pho securities by which British loans are guaranteed must of course be 
unimpaired. 





126306} BERENS 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edwdrd Grey.—(Received August 1.) 
No, 11! 
0 graphic) Ps . Petersburgh, August 1, 1906, 
M. IZVOLSKT spoke to me at his reception this afternoon with regard to Persian 
affairs, He considers the situation at Tehran alarming. He made especial allusion to 
the number of refugees now congregated in the British Legation, and was an: 
Know what hind led to t there, Loxplained the matter, saying 
Persia. it was the fox rafugees—political and other—to take sanct 
ovensionally in mosques. or foreign Tegations, though Thad never before known this 
course adopted by so largo a number, He inquired whether any encouragement had 
been givon them, to which I replied decidedly in the negative, adding that it was a 
most embarrassing state of things for our ‘Chargé d’Affaires, who would, Thad no 
duit, bo glad to be rid of the refi He said that he had instructed the Russian 
‘Ambassador to speak to you on the subject, and he thought it was. matter of common 
intorest to ou two countries, T asked him if he had any suggestions to oiler, but ho 
replied that he had none, T should be glad to be informed of any instructions that 
may be sent to Mx. Grant Dulf, as it is possible that M. Izvolski will refer to the 
subject again. 





126312) Rowe: 


Mr. Hi, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 1.) 
(No, 205.) 
(Velogeaphie,) Tehran, August 1, 1906. 
MOMRAN disturbance 
My telegram No, 203 of the 30th ult 
Mushir-cd-Dowlch, while retaining Ministry for Poreigm Affairs, has been appointad 
Grand V 
Mho ollicial who was specially sont to Kum to bring back the Mollahs should hay 
arrived tliero yesterday. The Mollas will probably refuse to como unless they obtain 
some guarantes for the fulfilment of the concessions enumerated in my telegram 
No. UL, 
‘Mio diffeulty of the situation is that up to the present the 12,000 refugees in the 
Legation positively decline to negotiate with the Persian Government except through 
Phe Po vernmont, they say, has already deceived them once, and now 
Hey inst have some sec 
T have so fir done ny utmost not to mix myself up in the dispute, but the 
continuance of this policy may soon be rendered impossible, 
Ifthe refugees porsist in refusing to enter into direct negotiations with the Persian 
ment, 1 possible settlement might be arrived at if the Persian Government 
vould aildress a note to me, informing mne that certain concessions had been graciously 
fe Shah to his subjects. Imight also inform the refugees that the door of 
Majesty's Legation would still be open to them if the promises of the Persian 
Government aro not carried out within a reasonable time. 
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(26445) No. 82. 


(fe 208) Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 2.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
TEHRAN disturbances, 
yesterday visited the refugees at His Majesty’s Legation, w 
14000, and discussed the situation with their leaders vey Pies 
promise which the Shah may make unless accompanied by a guaranteo for its 
fulfilment from His Majesty's Government. ‘They state that they will not give way 
even if the Mollahs at Kum do, With the exeeption of the trees, the garden is 
cally destroyed, though the people are good-tempered and orderly. 
Tinformed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh privately to-day that I must again ask for an 
a edie eaulalceiveczmeraiaahaitarameiesaea Haat aka people would be 
Undue to lave the Legation, 
made a yain attempt, at the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s re i 5 
refugees tojsend a doputation t0 the Sha, SD RENEE 


‘The guilds only admit respectable peopl hegatis v 
reo Oe peetable people to the Legation, and hundreds have 


Secret.) W 


Tam informed that the police and soldie hhreatening to joi 
mate police and soldiers are threatening to join the refugees 


Tehran, August 2, 1906. 








[26312] No. 83. 


a Sir Edward Grey to Mr, B, Grant Duff 
04.) 
(Telographic,) P. Foreign Offic 2, 1006 
z ee ; ign Office, August 2, 1906. 
YOUR ielegram No, 205 of yestenlayrespeetng the stato of afar in Tobin 
___Althongh, in accordance w have allowed the people to take retuge: 
in tho Togation, we cannot interfore between thom and their Government... Vis 
Majesty's Government cannot mix themselves up in the politieal movoment for reforms 
 or-uertake responsibility for tho conduct of tho Persian Government, 
hould do what you ean to persuade the rofugees, whose action his app 
already, secured tho change of Grand Vizier, to leave the Legation, SY 





(26445) No. 81. 


ir Edward Grey to Mr. B, Grant Duff 
Xo. 105.) me a 


legraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 3, 1906 
SUDUATION in ‘Tobran (soe your telegram No. 206 of §¢ Santee a 
His Majesty’s Government will not interfere in the internal affairs of Persia, ‘The 


ment is independent, and we cannot give guarantees for i 
‘ ; e cannot ves for it, Y 
explain this to the refugees. & ‘ou must 





[26986] No. 85. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


T TOLD M. Poklevski, who 
away, that there wor 


ules 1 that, by thi s inission 


ances sygainst thor 


M. Poklevski asked whether one of the demands of these people had not been 


Lof the Grand Vizier, aud, if so, wheth 


f they would not leave now thi 
scomplishied. : Be EES 


R 
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T said that. when Theard of the dismissal of the Grand Vizier Thad hoped the people 
would leave, but they demanded a guarantee from us that the promises of the Pers 
Governmest would be kept, Thad sent direct instructions to Mr. Grant Duff that we 
could not give h guarantee because we should then be interfering in the internal 
affairs of Persia. We hid no intention of doing this, and I had said this must be 

neil to the refugees. 

M. Pokdovski said the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran had been afraid that Mr. Grant 
Dull was promising some protection to these people, who did not all, he thought, 
belong to the reform party. 

Tsaid we had never had any idea of undertaking anything of the kind, and it was 
for that reason we had refused to give any guaranteo, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





(26945) No. 86, 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 42) 
(No, 207.) 
(Welozraphic.) Ps Tehran, August 4, 1906. 

MIE Grand V on yesterday visited the Legation, and read in my presence 
Proclamations signed by the Shah, granting: — 


1, The formation of a Consultative Assembly, representing Princes, Ianded. 
proprietors, Mollahs, and merehants. 

2, Pardon of persons expolled for agitating 

3. Compensation to the relatives of those killed and wounded in the riots. 

‘4, General amnesty for the refugees in Legation. 

5. Return of the Mollahis from Kum, 


I informed the leadors, at the request of the Grand Vizier's son, that I could 
do nothing more for them. Talso telegraphed, at his request, to the chief Mollah at 
Kum, urging hin to come back to Mehran. 

T declined to give any guaranteo for the execution of the promises contained in 
the Shah's Proclamations, It is uncertain whether the leaders will accopt the 
concessions, 





[26740) No. 87. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 7.) 

(No. 180.) 

Sir, Gulhek, July 11, 1906, 
LITAVE the honour to report that the German Chargé d’Affaires informs me 

liat the Bersian Government lave sranted a further sum of 4,000 tomans (about 

7001.) a year towards the upkeep of the German hospital in ‘Tehran, and that a second 

German'doctor will shortly arrive to assist in its management, ‘The Shah has also 

given a house for the German school whieh is about to be started, and three teachers 

aire expeoted in the autumn, 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





(26742) No. 88. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Received August 7.) 
(No, 182.) 
Sir, Gulakek, July 15, 1906. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 167 of the 2st ultimo, and to my telegrams 
Nos. 17 and 182 of the 12th and 18th instant respectively, I have the honour to 
report that the Shah's departure for the country on the 23rd June caused a momentary 
Tull in the agitation of the clerical party against the Government, ‘This period of 
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calm lasted until the first week in July, when the principal Mujtcheds began preaching, 
in the mosques against the Grand Vizier and inciting the people to revolt, 

‘The Grand Vizier recently issued orders for the arrest of a certain well-known 
preacher who had wy the violence of his sermons, ‘The preacher, wlio is 
an elderly: man, was arrested on the 11th instant and taken to a guard-house in the 

residence of Agha Soyyed Abdullah, the chief Mujtched. 
wwonian who was passing by reported the arrest to the people assembled at a morque. 
Immediately some thirty or forty students proceeded to the suard-house and attempted 
to rescue the prisoner. ‘The Sultan commanding the guard ordered his men to fire, 
Tmt as none of them seemed inclined to obey he took a rifle and fired point-blank at 
a Seyyed, killing him’on the spot, ‘The students then tried to rush the guard-louse, 
and four volleys were fired by the soldiers, wounding a number of the attacking party. 
After a short fight the students ronted the soldiers and wrecked the guard-house. 
‘The body of the Seyyed was taken to. a neighbouring mosque, where a large crowd 
collected, and messengers were sent to the principal Mujteheds, who shortly arrived 
with a large following. 

‘The Mujtehed Seyyed Muhammed, on hearing the news, went to the mosque 

is followers in “‘kefon,” or winding sheets, which are assumed on such 
oceasions to show that the wearers are ready to fight to the death, The whole 
company then proceeded to the Mesjed Jumah, whither the corpse was subsequently 
in procession. Large numbers of women then collected, and, clad in winding 
ns beating their breasts, shrieking, and. wildly abusing the 
Troops were sent by the Government to prevent the people from closing 
their shops, but withont avail, ‘The Mollalis sent criers into the bazaars to 
the people not to loot, and to state that the butcliers and bakers were to ¢ 
to work, 
Tater in the day the Grand Vizier, the Nuib-es-Sultaneh (Commander-in-chi 
id oflion Ministers went to ‘Mehran escorted bya largo. body of eavalty. A council 
was at once held at the Palace, and apparently it was decided to use foree and also, 
as fat-as possible, to localize the disturbances, ‘Troops were accordingly picketed all 
dl ‘The Shali, who was no doubt Kept in ignorance of the true acts, 
F ath of the Seyyed, issned a Proclamation to the Mol 
of the agitation and asking the clerical party to forn 
1 to remedy just grievances, but declined 


ant, did not bring any change in the situation, and the 
shops reinained clos vds filling the Masjid Jumab, 

‘On the 13ih ins nwvds which had collected 
in and ‘great mosque wero solarge that all circulation in the neighbour 
hood ceased. About 10 aat aber of people began heating their breasts and 
shouting “Hassan! Hussein!” ‘They surrounded a pole bearing the blood-stained 
shirt of the Seyyed who liad been killed on the previous Wednesday.  Soyyed 
‘Abdullah endeavoured to calm them, but hig efforts werv of no avail, A procession 
vas formed with the object of parading the Soyyed’s shirt inthe bazaars. 'Chesoldions 
tried to stop the procession, and, finding it impossible without using foreo to prevent 
the advance of the mob, the officer in command gave the order to fire, About « dozen 
people were killed, including a well-known “pish-namaz” (leader of prayer) named 
Seyyed Mustafa andl several other Seyyeds. A'scene of great confusion followed, and 
sonie soldiers were certainly killed both on this occasion and on tho 1th instant, but 
accounts greatly vary as to the number. 

On the evening of the 13th Seyyed Abdullah ascended the pulpit and read tho 
Shah's “dastkhatt” to tie people, saying that his demands for justice had been met 
by a volley of bullets. Holding up the Koran, he enjoined them to maintain order 
and on the morrow to open their shops, 

During the whole of yesterday negotiations were passing between the Government 
and the Mollahs, the principal demands of the clerical party being the dismissal of 
the Grand Vizier. As Twrite I hear that the chief Mujtcheds are still in the Masjid 
Tumaby, all access to them being barred hy troups. ‘The shops have again been closed. 
by order of the Mollahs, 

Tam informed that the Customchouse ani Persian telegraph office are closed, 
the latter no doubt with the object of preventing news of the riots in the capital 
from reaching the provinces. 

Tt is difficulteto helieve that the Grand Vizier ean keep office after aequiescings 

fing of several Soyyeds; but the state of affairs here now is so abnormal 
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that it is difficult to foresee what may happen if his Highness continues to oppose all 
reform. 
The European quarter is quiet, and Ihave as yet had no reports of inconvenience 
being caused by the agitators to either foreigners or Armenians. 
Thave, &c 
(Signed) EVELY! 





(26743) No. 8). 


Mr, FE. Grant Duff to Sir diward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


Xo, 183.) 


Gulahek, July 15, 1906. 
AVI reference to my despatch No. 182 of the 20th ultimo, 1 1 
to inclose a copy of a despatch from Mis Majesty’s Consul at Shi 
scont agitation in that town,  Thaye not thought it ne to send you the long 
list, inclosed in My. Grahame'’s despatch, of the grievance cople of Fars, 
T showed it to the Chiof of the British section of tho Persian Foreign Office, and 
alter carefully reading it through pressed surprise at its extreme moderation, 

‘Me Mushireeil-Dowloh, after some delay, sent me an official note stating that the 
now Governor-General off Fars had mceived full powers to redress the grievances of 
tho people of that province: 1 had wlreudy telegraphed to Mr, Grahame to that 
effect. 

Eventually the crowd at His Majesty’s Consulate, amounting at times to near 
1,000 persons, dispersed on the 22nd ultimo, he Ala-ed-Dowleh, travelling at a rate 
Ditherto unknown among Persian Governors proceeding to their posts, reached Sh 
on the {th instant, and since then Chaye not heart of any fresh distur 

‘he signiticant of the incident appears to me to) 

Tnmdeed Persian subjects entered and remained for several 
jesty’s Consulates, no veal effort was made y 
‘The telowrams sent. by the Grand Vizier to the pr 
swore I he i ant insulting remark 
V think a fair deduction that, had the crowd been hostile and Mr, 
danger, the local authorities would haye been equally unwilling or incompetent to 
deal with the situation. 

With; the Alu-ed-Dowleh in power there is at all events a temporary prospect of 
an improvement in the government of Fars, His Highness is, from lish point 
of view, somewhat hinesh in his methods, but he keeps his province in order, and 
Thave little doubt that the Bushire road, which has beon infe nds for the 
last two years, will'soon be comparatively safe, an? that. pillars by the road-side will 
make their appearance, warning men of the fate of the thieves who fall into the hauds 
‘of the Governor-General. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUPE, 


Tnclosure in No. 89. 


Consul Grahame to Mr, E. Grant Duff, 
[Undated.] 

WIHT reference to previous correspondence on the unrest still, prevalent in Bars, 
and more particularly to my telogram No, 65 of to-day’s date, [ have the honour to 
iiform you that on the 10th May, being at Bushire, | received from the Assistant 
Superintendent of elexraphs at Shi » to the effect that Shiraz Princes 
nd morchants desired to take “bast” im the Consulate for some reason unknown 
4o him, 

In roply I telegraphed to him that I did not consider it desirable that the people 
should come to the Consulate in my absence, and requested him to advise them to 
this effec 

‘Almost immediately after my return here—viz., on the tth June—T was warned 
from soventl quarters tint the people of entertained @ project of coming here 
‘ex masse, his warning having been repeated to me on the 7th instant by a reliable 
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werson, I thought it right to mention in the course of interviews which I had on the 
following afternoon, both to his Excellency the Vazier-i-Makhsus and to the Karguzar, 
what I hiad heard, 

His Excellency, who is perhaps not unconnected with this movement, remarked 
that he also had heard reports to the same effect, but did not know how far to credit 
them. 

‘he Karguzar seemed somewhat perturbed, and said that such an incident would 
‘We prejudicial to his Excellency the Vazier-i-Makhsus. 

T pointed out that T could not close my doors, nor refuse to forward Petitions to 
you to be dealt with as you might see fit, 

Thad so often received warnings of a similar nature resulting in nothing, and 
had so often troubled you with alarmist telegrams, that I did not on this oveasion 

necessary to forewarn you, 
jortly before 10 o'clock this morning a crowd of between 300 and 400 people, 
composed of Princes, Notables, merchants, members of the crafts and guilds, &e., 
into tlie garden and marched vight up to the broad verandah in front of the 
esideney-house, in which they settled themselves down.’ 

After allowing them to cool their heads and lieels for about twenty minutes, T 
went on to the verandah and with some difienlty, the press being very great, made 
amy way tothe central portion of it, Here I recognized many friends and acquaintances, 
among whom I may mention Prince Jemal-ud-Din, whose name is known to you from 
previous despatches of mine; Prince Muhammad Saleh Mirza, a nea relative of hiss 
Haji Ire-ul-Mulk (ex-Karguzar of Bars) and his ‘Haji Masond-ul-Muik 
Miutamin-ul-Mulk, son of the old Sahib Diwan; Malik-ut-ajjar (of Shiraz); Hajt 
‘Abdul Ralinan, head of the Fars ‘Trading Company, and several other pate 
merchants 

he crowd appeared to me to be fairly xepresentative of the upper and middle 
classes tailing off ith the images, T noted’an entire absones of th clerical. clement, 
also that Nast-ud-Dowleh was not present, 

fter the usual compliments, addressing myself to the Malik-ut-uijar, I asked 
to Le informed what motive had brought him and his friends to como lier in. such 
numbers, THe replied that I must be fully aware of the grievances of the people of 
which lind nowy led them to seek refuge in this Consulate, 
wy replying that I was only generally aware that such grievances were 
al by the Shirazis, and had no knowledge as to whether tley were well- 
or not, the Mulik-nt-Dujjar caused a Munshi to read out aloud a statement 
nees, containing ten separate counts, which statement I nov inclose. 

1 would express my regret that, owing to the short hours at my disposal before 
post time, Lam unable to send a translation, 

L then addressed the Malik-ut-Pujjan, speaking as loud as possible, amd said that 
the whole of the matters stated appeared to me to be of a purely inte: 

‘he levy of this'tax, as thoy we 
are, it 
that, as regarded thei 
gist of tliese to 
‘You might see 


in time for the post of to-day. 

T then suggested that they would gain nothing by siting in this garden, which 
was not Inge enough to conta them comfortably, ant that tiey would be neglecting 
their own business. Whey replied that they had not closed their shops, but had lett 
subordinates in charge, tliat they would uot trouble me with their presence, but 
would set up tents in neighbouring gardens. ‘Chey would, how it up a couple 
of tents here for show, and would hold-a “ majlis” moraing and evenin: 

T again pointed out that they had wasted some seven monthis of winter and had 
sulfered mich from the cold, and they would now be wasting their time and! sulfering 
from the heat. : cried out: “Yes; we we going to have one 
kkisldg ‘and ‘yiiag?” (winter quartersand summer quarters), Anoth 
if T would give a promise that their grievances would be righted F 
‘replied that L absplutely refused to give any promise in a matter which in no 
concerned me, aid the remedy for which lay entirely with Ils Imperial Majesty the 
Shah, ‘hat 1 would no mote giye such a promise than I would’ promise a piece of 
the sun or moon to a child who cried for them, 


(Gti 
e 
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‘Whey must clearly understand that the Shah was master in such matters, and 
that no one could be permitted to soy that the British Consul was substituting 
himself for His Imperial Majesty. I took this opportunity of informing them that His 
‘Majesty, according to a telegram received by me yesterday, was in health (* salamat”), 
having recovered from a recent indisposition. 

J then retired from the verandah and wrote a shirt note to his Bxcelleney the 
Varicr-i-Makhsus (a copy of which I sent to the Karguzat), referring to our inter- 
view of yesterday, and informing him of the visitors whom T had received. 

While Twas writing this a messenger came from his Exeellency the Vazier-i- 
Maklisus to the agitators, bidding them come to him, ‘This they refused to do, but 
agreed to send two of their mumber with the Consulate “ferrash” (bearer of my 
note), 

eee (4 v.91.) in receipt of his Excellency’s reply, in whieh he says that he 
has not been able to understand from the spok of the 
demands of the people, but is sending Prince Moiz-ud-Dowleh (one of his under- 
strappers) and tle Karguzar to question the malcontents, His Excellency requests 
ine to cause the people to return to their homes. I have referred callency’s. 
lolter to the principal Princes and merchants, and, as they obstinately refused to 
return to their homes, I pressed them at least to dismiss the major part of their 
following, his also they refused {0 do, alleging that it would then be reported in 
Mehran that (here is only a handful of people lieve. 

1 am now informing his Excelleney in the above sense in writing. Up till 
now (5 as) neithe nee nor the Karguzar lave appeared on the scene, ‘The 
wings of the staxe are crowded with an increasing number of “supers.” Some thirty 
of the protagonist inking tea and smoki in the drawing-room. 


Perhaps after a day or two T may he able to persuade some of tlie people to go 
Homes at present they’seem to he in a white heat, in which condition no arguments 
of mine strike home, 

7 vat —'lo Karguzar and party have arrived. Everybody is talking at oneo in 
very loud tones, he garden is crowded and, as { am informed, the neighbouring 


venues, he Deffodar estimates the number at » 1,000. 
I linve, &e. 
ned) GEORGE GRAHAME, 





(26747) 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey — (Received August 7.) 
(No. 187.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 16, 1906. 
T HAVE the honour to forward he copy of a despatch from His Majesty 
Consul-Goneral at ‘Tabrooz roganting the altitude of the Valiald relative to the ill 


ilt to obtain relinble information regarding the real state of 

more so as Dr. Lindley luis hitherto declined in any way to 

i His Majest ation. As far as 1 ean gathor iih’s condition is about the 

same as ashen Last had the honour to report on the subject. lis Majesty still walks 

with dificulty, is very weak, and has sullered at times from slight attacks of fever. 

‘Phe goneral impression at Court seems to be that His Majesty's life will not be greatly 
prolonged. 

Thaye, 
(Signed) ELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnelosure in No. 0. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr, E. Grant Duff 

Sir, Tabreez, June 23, 1906. _ 
WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the Shah’s health, T 
have the honour to report thaf, in spite of the fact that his Majesty is acknowledged. to 
he recovering from the stroke of paralysis, the Valiahd is still sanguine that his 


7 


decease may be expected before long. es intelligence from the 
anderoon that His Majesty’s general hi in fact, that ho is 
breaking up, the symptoms on which this diagnosis is based being, 80 far as 1 
diarrhora and fever at night. 
T have had a conversation on this subject with Dr. Coppin, Ilis Imperial Highness's 
doctor, who assured me that these symptoms pointed to urwmia, and that ho 
pated the monarch’s speedy decease, 
Neither Dr. Coppin nor his master, however, are likely to weigh impartially the 
chances of a consummation they so ardently desire. 
About three weeks ago the Valiahd sent one of his Chamberlains, Itimad-el- 
t, to Tehran to gather news and report on the situation, ‘This functionary has 
recently written to say that the Shah is very bad, but he complains that Dr, Lindley 
refuses to give him any information, ‘The Valiahd is accordingly much incensed 
against the doctor, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, ©, WRATISLAW. 





[26750] No. 1. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Greu—(Received August 7.) 
(No. 190.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July V7, 1906. 
WITH reference to my toleg 30th ultimo, Ihave the honour to 
report that on the 13th June last Messrs wont at Yous, while passing through 
the b 1 boy, whom he struck witlvhis stick, inflicting 


jor, and arranged that the 


pare ned tit the matter 


would be ai 
adisturhance, and on being informe wy the Poi 
Messrs. Zivgler’s representative at Tehran aid arranged with him that his Yead agent 
should go for a few days to tho neighbour hould pay a reasonable 
pecuniary co) ation to the father of wl Tis Majesty's Vico- 
Consul by telegram, and the: Persian Foreign Office verball 
On the 25th ultino Mr, Bagaaley telegraphed that the Governor of Yerd had been 
formed by the Grand Vizier that T 
permanently leaving Yerd, Tt is hardly necess 
deed, i) ny ii jon to the F 
Saltanch) U specially insisted that, T could not tolerate Messi. Zigaler's agont. bei 
expelled from the town for so trivial a reason, Mescrs. Zieglor's Teliran agent was 
present at our id the Meftalos-Saltanch frankly admits that J never 
consented to the Yezd agent permanently leaving that town, and that heigave ay: 
cortectly to the Grand Vizi 10 Mr, Baggaley informed 
ine that notices had been posted in the bazar Hhreatening the agent’s life, and that the 
Jatter was Ieaving at once. Mr. Arter also showed me a mossage from, the agent, who 
vl been sent from Isfahan to take charge temporarily, stating that Mis life had also 
heen threatened, Tat once aildrossert an urgent note to the Grand Vizier requesting 
ss to sond immediate onde: wernor of Yord to afford Messrs, 
agent the protection to which he was entitled, and stating that I held the 
n Government responsible for any damage to the lives and property of British 
subjects in Yexd. 
enture to think that this caso shows that the Persian Government are powerloss 
to maintain order in the provinces, and it caw hardly be admitted that the trivial offence 
(ifoffence it can be called) of striking an impertinent boy is an adequate excuse for 
driving a European out of a Persian town, threatening his life, and disorganizing the 
Dusiness of a British protected firm. Although I have served many years in Persia I 
clo not remember a similar case, and should Messrs. Ziegler prefer a claim for damages, L 
propo fh your sanction, to support it. ‘Cho agent hinwself is a Mr, Wiirth, a Swiss, 
‘and he will no doubt appeal to the German Legation, if he has a personal grievance for 
the treatment which he has received. 
In considering the case I venture to hope that it will be remembered that there are 
a considerable number of British missionaries at Yezd, and that in 1903 the populace 
‘of tliat town massacred about 200 Babis with impunity. 
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In your telegram No. 89 of the 2nd instant you instruct me that Consular Guards 
coulil not give elicient protection in the event of an anti-foreign outbreak, and. that, if 
there is real danger of this occurring, British subjects at Yezd should remove to the 
coast. 

I yespeettfil 








several weeks’ journey from the sea, 
wy, twenty-five mien, the chances of an 
ininium, Persian towrnsmen being usually 










guard of, 
cak would bo reduced to @ 





zaley 












that 
‘tation take 


Porhaps the danger of anticforcign agit 
the Porsian Govermnent are powerless to prote 
, and T cannot, help thinking the 
British subjects in distant and sot cast 
Tliave the honour to. inelose copi 
regard to the incident, 


not great; but it scoms cl 
Fhropeans should such ¢ 
steps should be taken to 
accessible places in Persia, 

of correspondence with the Grand V 











T have, &e. 
ned) D> 








SLYN GRANT DUFF, 








Inclosure 1 in No, 1. 





Mr, E, Grant Duff to the Grand Vic 





(Uranstation,) dune 30, 1906, 
ACCORDING toa telegram received this morning from Yead, it would appear 


















th is of that town are contin mn of Messrs. Zioglor’s 
posted notices in the eninge to ill ima if 


o thie place at once 
ie) torn T tiave the, honour to request your Highness to send 
immed vornor of Yezd to afford Messrs, Ziogler’s agent the 
protection to which ho is entitled. {v is unnvcessary to say that F shall hold. the 
Persian ible for any damage to the lives and. property of B 
subjects in, Y ail to bring the case to the notico of His Majesty's 
Goyernment a8 showing the growing inseenrity in Persia. 




















Tnclosure 2 in No. 91. 





Granil Vizier to Mr. B. Grant Duff. 








Your 

I 
Fiewlor. 

Firstly, you must be aware that the Tmperial Gov 
reserve, in decordance with their sacred duty, fshly making the necessary 
exertions to prevent any kind of incident ; and secondly, if ity such circumstances 
should seo the possibility of hijury to the property or persons of the subjects of your 
Govermne oving that you yoursell arejvortain that the originatin; ie unde= 
sirableaetion of Ziealer's azont—the responsibility must be placed upon the originator ; 
ant it is clear that the carrying ont of justice not having been relinquished, how is the 
Iniperial Government to he held responsible for certs 

of the world, notwithstanding appropriate steps (precautions) ? 
ly Zioglor's agent has lett Yezd, those suppositionsare for the present extra 
andl as | consider that vour Eixeelleney’s conciliatory views are in agreement with 

{have no doubt that you will consider desirable the changing of this agent of 
‘aler's, whose serong action and deod caused excitement to the people of Yezdl, aud 
trust that you will order that another a 8 and the former agent 
entirely rephicvd, so that thy causo of trouble should! be entirely removed, and security 
protecteil ; aud the eventuutities which you foresaw for your subjects, and the trouble 


‘xcolleney and dear Friend, Vi Jemadi 1, 
TAVE teecived your note of the 30th Time resp: 


2k (ily 10, 190 









1 





amnent do not manifest any 
























































which is imminent for the Government should not come about. 


(Sealed) SULTAN ABDUL MAJID, 
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Tnelosure $ in No. 91. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to his Highness the Atabeg-Azam. 


July 11, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt. of your Highness” letter of the 
10th instant, in which you inform me of the views of the Persian Government regarding 
the recent expulsion of Messrs. Ziegler's agent from Yezd by the Mollahs of that town. 

Your Highness is pleased to stato that the Persian Government, in accordance 
with their sacred duty, exert themselves to prevent sch incidents in Persia, In view 
of the following incidents, all of which e occurred during the period in which your 
Highness has held the post of Grand Vizier, I regret to s: y that Tam unable to share 
your Highness’ views :— 















fick on Captain Gonggh, His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah, No steps 
xe taken by your Highness to punish his assailants. 

. The attack on, and serious wounding of, Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer 
in Lurista adequate satisfietion has as yet been given for this offence, 

3. The attack on His Majesty's Consulate’ in Seistan by a mob at Nusretabad on 
the 27th March last. Although the hospital of the Consulate was destroyed, and His 
Majesty's Consul stoned, no attempt has as yet been made by the Persian’ Government 
cither to pay compensation, or even to punish the aggressors. 

cent outrage on an officer of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department 
oflicials in tho employ of the Deputy Governor of Kashan, 
portion of the compensation demanded in this ease has been paid, and the 
Governor is stated to have been dismissed, 

5. The recent attack on cert: British Indian sowars proceeding from Bunder 
Abbas to Kerman on escort duty, ‘Their assailants remain unpunished. 

‘The attack near Dehbid on a sowar of the escort of Majesty's Consul at 
\ trifling compensation was paid in this easo by tho local authorities, ‘The 
soWwar was seriously wounded. 
‘The recent attack hy robbers near Shulganistan on Mr. Rice, of the Church 
Missionary & No compensation as yet paid. 

8. Constant robberies of British-owned goods all over the south of Persia, In 
spite of continued pressure on tho part of His Majesty's Legation, satisfaction is scarcely 
ever forthcoming, even in the most flagrant cases. 









































Your Highness states that 1 








sider that the original cause of the disturbances at 
1 was the action of Messrs. Zioaler’s agent. I have never denied that he struck the 
Dut Tat once telegrapliod that he was to pay adequate compensa 
1 also consented to his temporarily going, if uccossary, to tho hills near Youd, 
should this step ass ing the excitement of thio people. But Lentirely decline 
to admit that the fact that he struck a Mussulnan child is an adequate reason justifying 
the local Molluhs in threatening his life aud hunting him out of Yezd, thereby 
disorganizing Messrs, Ziogler’s business, 

Thave the honour to inform sour Highness in conclusion that Lam laying the ease 
before His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Noreign Affairs, who will no doubt 
form his own opinion from this and. mimerous other cases, whether adequate security 
is or is not afforded to British subjects and British-protected persons in Persia; andl 
whether Messrs. Ziegler have a just claiun to compensati 

On receipt of Sir ons [ shall have the honour of addressing your 
Highness further on thi 

















































(26751) No. 92. 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7,), 

Wo, 191.) 

Sir, Gulakek, July 18, 1906. 

T HAVE the honour to report that te German Cliargé d’Affaires, Baron von 
Hichthoten, calledon me reoontyand inquired whether it was tho intention of any 
British Company to apply for a concession to work the main road between Tsfahan 
and Bushive, Me said tha terest of international commerce, it was desirable 
dat a properly managed road should exist between the centre of Persia and ‘heen, 

[1660] in 














T replied that as far as T was aware no British Company held or as yot had 
applied for a concession for the road south of Isfahan. 

Baron Richthofen somewhat vaguely suggested that, if'no British Company were 
prepared to apply for a concession for this section of the road, he intended to lay the 
matter before his Government as a possible opening for German enterprise in Persia, 
[told Baron Richthofen that I would report our conversation to you, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





(26753) SHOE 


Mr. B, Grant Duff lo Sir Bdisard Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


(No. 198,) 
Sir, Gulabek, July 19, 1906. 

WIL reforence to my tel 185 of the 16th instant, and in continuation 
of my despatch No, 182 of the 1th instant, T have the honour to report that the 
principal Mujtcheds of Tehran eft on the 15th fustant and passed the night at a 
mosquoon the Kum toad, not far from the town, the Shah does 
not fulfil his promise to introduce reforms and dismiss the pre 
proved in a body to tho lioly places (Kerbela and Nojef) as a protest against the 
freatinont: whieh ‘they have received and the slaughter of innocent persons during 
thie riots. 

T saw (he Mushir-edl-Dowleh yesterday, and asked his Excellency what he thought 
Would ho the result of the withdrawal of the Mujtel At frst his Excellency 
oplicd that the Grand Vitier had gained a great victory, but on my pressing him for 
his veal opinion he replied that he thought the situation grave, Te said that in spite 
of the pivenutions which the Goyernment ind taken to stop letters and telegrams, the 
hews of the distushances must sooner or later reach the provinces, when local 
disturbances would probably take phieo. 1 1d, of 0 
stich disturbances might he,’and this would dojiend 
Governors to calm the people, ‘hero was 110 doubt widespread dissatisf; 

iliv present state of things, aud he eould only hope that the reforms in tl 
tration of justice, which would be intvoiluced in about a month, would restore 
publie contiden 
tion that ve morning two unknown persons came to Abbas 
Kuli Khan and said hat some 500 mevehants proposed to take 
flag, Linsteucted Abbas Kuli Klan to voply that { trusted that they: would not eu 
‘Out {helt intention, as, in view of tho x stich action might cause the Persian 
Goyer ni iy ‘ators; if, however, the me 
camo in w hody to the Legation, 1 could not, in view of Persian eustom, ref 
asylum, Vortinately nohody as yot mved, anil L confidentially informed. 
Mushiv-ed-Dovwloh of tlie auessage which Thad’ received, and added that, in the 
persons taking “Dust? under the British lag, 1 declined all responsibil 
Tt struck mo that his Excollaney displayed considerable satisfaction at the prosp 
Mis Maj filled witht mateontents, 

In view of the possi disturbances, 1 thought it prudent to warn This 
Majesty's Consuls of the departure of the Mollahs from 'ehran. 

T understand that the ersian Government are sceretly trying to induce the 
Mollalis to retven, and that negotiations are in progress. 

T have, &e 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 





(26754) No.l. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey.—(MReceived August 7.) 

No. 194) 

Sir, Gulatek, July 19, 1906. 
WITH reference to your telegram No. 92 of the 11th instant, Lhave the lonour 

to transmit a copy of the reply I returned to the Mujtehed Agha Scyyed Abdullah 

iy answer to his application for assistance from His Majesty's Legation just before 

the recent troubles in Wehran, 


n 


‘The substance of the letter was, of course, preceded by elaborate compliments and 
inquiries after his health. 

On leaving Tehran, Seyyed Abdullah addressed to me the letter, copy of which T 
haye the honour to inclose, é 

You will see that 1 his version of his relations with the Persian Govern- 
ment and recent events, but he considerably underrates the number of persons killed, 
which was certainly over fourteen, and probably as much as twenty, - 

I have retuned no reply to the Agha’s communication, but it would appear to 
show that he is not higlily offended, as I feared, at the refusal of the support he hoped 
to obtain from His Majesty’s Government, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFR. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 94, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Agha Seyyed Abdullah, 
(Confidential,) 2 
(After compliment Gulakek, July 12, 1906, 

I HAD the honour to receive your Highness’ message of the 9th’ hey 
reply, I have the honour to inform you that it is quite impossible for His Majesty's 
Legation in any way to support a movement directed agaiust the Government of lis 
Tmperial Majesty the Shah, 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. $1, 


Agha Scyyed Abitullah Mujtohed to Mr. E.G 
(translation,) igh myye apt E. Grant Daf. 
(After compliments.) Jenadi-uleduvel, 1824 (July 16, 1906). 

ON account of the dises your Exeelleney is aware, were 
progress Hetween m pect to the fullilment of His 

njesty’s “destkhat” and the institution of a Court of Justice which lind boen give 
ight months ngo, arsh action resitited to sch an extent that streams of blood wero 
dissipated and eifused, until a few days ago, on Wednesday last (1]¢h July), when one 
d Seyyeds was unnvcessurily killed, and we collected at, the Masji 
‘Juma, which is one of the great and Holy centres of Islam, for the purpose of 
conducting the funeral, 
disrespect shown by the people to tthe Government, and we did nob 
but only the fulfilment of the “destkhat” which had heen 
uch liarsh monsuies wore taken against us that it caused’ the 
e people to vise. Ay the 1th July, a2 number of people 
beating their breasts and I 09,” when another respectid 
ad was slot at and killed by the soldiers of the Goverament, and font other 
wounded. We, fearing that more disturbances 
people killed and blood y 
{hn Babovey, near Sl ‘i 
‘Thresholds. “In view of the ancient friendship which has 
hotween me and the representatives of the British Legation, and ospecially with 
Yourself, I write this letter to wish you good-bye, and I ask for especial care, 

AAs this person (the Atabeg-i-Azam) seeks on all occasions to insult and to spill 
the blood of Moslems and to cause a revolt in the coantry—though God knows lie is 
not able to check himself from ruining the State and people—should he continue this, 
‘oppression, T request, in yiew of the friendship which exists between us, that you 


should on no aecount refrain from endeavouring to put an end to the oppression and 
transgression. 


Although my hope is in the bounty of the Almighty, I have written this to place 
You in possession of the facts and to bid you farewell. 


(Sealed) ABDULLAH-EL-HOOSEVY. 

















Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 
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onee to my despat 
lly informed me that the 


that the Mushi 













argued that most of th 









controlled five telegraph lines 
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sat what T said was correct, but 
‘hey were still, however, 


Government has for som 
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Mr, E. Grunt Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


Gulahek, July 19, 1906. 





"1 WAVE the honour to transmit for 





Seistan fo the Gov 
















F + which would appear to 
nee the hot weather set in. 

No, 181 of the 19th i 
mnmient has not placed q 
ian frontiex, and that the reporta to that eliect are totally: 


devoid of foundation. 























VELYN GRANT DUFF. 




















Tnelosure in No, 96. 








Consul Daukex to Government of Iudia. 





Seistan, June 16, 1908, 
906, I have the honour to 





nee to your telegram dated Ist June, 
seport as follows :— 


¢ been established to the north, south, 


ral Remarks —Quarantine 
to confine the epidemic to that region and 


west of Seistun, the object bein 
prevent it from spi 

are extreniely favourable to this line of 
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‘water, travellers to or from the country are practically bound down to certain well- 
defined tracts, It may therefore be safely affirmed that the quarantine system was 
here inaugurated. under more favourable circumstances than is the case elsewhere, 
Unfortunately, however, these advantages have to a great extent: been counteracted 
by the apathy displayed by the Persian Government, and the total absence of anything 
resembling systematio control of the arrangements, 


2. Bandan Post.—To the north a quarantine post was established at Bandan 
under the direction of one of our hospital assistants, About twenty-five sarbazes and 
sowars were provided by the Shaukat-ul-Mulk to assist the hospital assistant. in 
quarantine operations, enforce quarantine, and watch the roads. ‘The object of this 
Post was to guard the roads leading to the north, to Birjand, Turbat-i-Haidari, and 
Meshied. ‘The sarbazes were distributed between the villages of (i) Neh, (ii) Aliah 
(iii) Bandan, and (iy) Duroh, Of these four posts the first three were necessary in 
order to close the tracks leailing from Seistan to the north through these villages; the 
fourth post, which seems to haye been established independently by the Shaukat 
Mulk, was ostensibly intended to insure the detention of any persons who might 
evade the Bandan-Neh line and attempt to travel to the north by the Duroh-Awaz 
road. It appears, however, that the Shaukat-ul-Mulk instracted the sarbazes com- 
prising this post to turn back any persons who might enter Persian territory from 
the direction of Dash-Jowain or Chakansur, 

is seems to bean excess of precaution, since plague is not known to exist in 
Afghanistan at present, and it is most improbable that Seistanis would find it possible 
to leave Seistan by that rote, more especially so since the Governor of Chakansur, 
Musa Khan by name, has established a line of posts along the Seistan-Afghan border 
with the object of turning back all. p entering Afghan territory from the 
direction of Scistan, Mr. Howson, the British Agent in Birjand, however, reports 
that few, if any, caravans have taken this routo since the outbreak of plague in 
Seistan. A total of 1,618 persons haye undergone quarantine at Bandan since the 
26th January, when the post was first established, 































8, Birjand Post—o the north of Bandan a second quarantine post was established 
by Dr, Frank, the Russian doctor, towards the end of April last, ‘he origin of this 
post is probably tobe traced in the desire of the Russians to extend the Varbat-i-Latdari 
cordon further south towards Seistan, whereby, if unopposed, their influence in that 
district would become paramount. No other satisfuctory raison d'étre seems to exist. 
It is true a few persons evaded the Bandan cordon, but this was due to 
supplies and defective arrangements on the part of the Customs autho 
these remedi aoud fide purposes of the Birjand ould pro 
served by the Bandan line, No details haye, as yet, been received regarding the ¢ 
number of persons quarantined there. 

he Resolutions passed by the 
ostensible object of the post, these are 

i) That all arrivals from infected villages in Seistan, who haye not: passed 
through Bandan, be detained ten days at Birjand, 

(ii) AML arrivals from non-infected villages in Seistan, who have not passed 
through Bandan, bo detained five days. 

) All arrivals from infected villages in Setstan, who havo already heen dotamned! 
at Bandan, be detained three days at Birjand 

(his rule may be related in favour of intelligant people) 

{iv.) Allarriyals from tho east and south of the Kainat from beyond a radius of 
24 farsakhs be detained threo days at Birjand, 

(v.) All arrivals from Afghinistan be detained five days at Birjand. 

In addition to theso, Mr. Howson has since reported that Dr, Krank has expressed 
the intention, and has gone to Khusp to make arrangements therefore, to impose 
quarantine on all arrivals from Kerman, including such as come by the northern route 
vii Rawar, Naiband, and Khusp, ‘This last proposal seems quite unjustifiable (vide 
my telegram No, 315 o, dated the 15th June). 

Captain Macpherson also objected to certain of the original Resolutions of the 
Sanitary Council (vide his No, 278 c, dated the 28rd May), but no decision seems to 
have heen arrived at regarding these, thongh it appears from Mr, Grant Dufl’s telogram 
No. 89, dated the 11th June, that the Persian Government haye sanctioned only five 
days’ quarantine, It swould appear advisable that all. proposals for quarantine should 
be sone to the Sanitary Couneil at Tehran, or, at any rate, that that Council 

1660. 

























irjand Sanitary Council sufficiently indicate the 
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should reserve to itself the power to sanction the imposition of quarantine on arrivals 
from non-infected areas. The present system, which gives full power into the hands 
of a local body swayed by different political views, is not likely to conduce to the 
extermination of the plague and tends to injure our interests. 


4. Nusretabad Ispi Post.—On the west of Seistan a quarantine post: has been 
established at Nasrotabad Tspi, under the control of Dr. Clemenger, of the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department, whose services haye been temporarily lent to the 















Foreign Department. 'The object of this post is to protect the Sarhad, Persian Baluchi- 
stan, and Kerman. Detention of all caravans and persons proceeding from Seistan 


has beon ordered, and also disinfection of clothes, &e., by exposure to the sun. ‘There 
has lien very little traffic by this route. 





. KoleieMalik Sick Post.—To the south a post bas been established at Koh-i- 
Malik Sivl under hospital assistants ‘he object of this post isto protect the Sarhad. 
‘Detention of five days and disinfection as at the other posts. 





Tn addition to the cordons mentioned above there i® 
of course the cordon wider Captain Tyass. No posts, with the 
exception of an offshoot of the Bandan quarantine at Durob, lave been established 
on tho Afghan-Kain border, but, ss mentioned aboye, Dr, Frank is apparently con- 
tomplating some such step. 






6, Turbat 














T have, &e. 
med) ©, T, DAUKES, Lieutenant, 








{26758} No. 97. 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 7) 


ae Gulakek, July 19, 1906, 
| HAVE the honour fo transmit herewith copy of tho Monttily Summary of 
Fivents in Persia whieh have nob been recorded in soparate despatches. 
T have, 
(Signed) 








GRANT DUFF. 


—————______—_—. 


Tnclosure in No. 97, 
Monthly Summary, July 18, 1906. 
Tehran, 


{. DE SPURTER, the newly-appointed Dutch Minister Resident has arrived. 
Tee ML PLAL Knobel, trseterget as Netherland Consul-General to Protora, 
Majesty's Chargé d’sAffaires hears from a secret source that a Russian 
‘Agent will at an early date be appointed in place oF M. Grube. He will be 
attached to the Russian Legation. i 

‘4, The Ejlal-ed-Dowlehi, hero of an attack on the signaller of the Tndo-European. 
‘Tologtaph Department at Borwzjoon, an unfounded complaint against His Majesty's 
Consul. at Shiraz, and numerous ‘other rascalities, recently interfered with the 
Jollal-ed-Dowlel’s servants at ‘Teliran, Ho was seized, drazged into the Jellal’s house, 
‘and sonilly beaten by Hormuz Mirza, the Jellal’s brother, and others, He is stated 
to have heen much hurt, but thoroughly deserved all he got. Ie is a Kajar Prince, 
and nnele of Shoa-es-Sultanch, of Shiraz notoriety. d ‘ 

1. ‘The Shah is at Sanibkoranieh, near the foot of the Elburz mountains, THis 
Majesty's health is reported on separate eh 

= Dung te recent riots great amusement was caused by the soldiers in the 
Sabné Hniden trying to insort their cartridges by the muzzle of their rifles instead of 
the breach. One, more intelligent than the others, at last got 2 cartridge into the 
reach, but dropped his rifle, which went off, THis comrades fled in all directions. 



































is 


6. Dr. Lindley is stated to have received 1,000/, from the Shah for his services 
during His Majesty’s recent illness. Dr. Lindley is busy trying to oust Dr, Schneider, 
His Majesty's chief physician, 

7. the Government haye promulgated in the Official Gazette new general 
instructions for the Ministry of Justice, which are very long and exceedingly compli- 
cated. They include a general scheme of reform in judicial procedure in ‘Tehran 
and the provinces, 


Meshed. 


1. A Russian named Roskin arrived in Meshed early in Tuly with the object of 
opening # school for Persian boys for instruction in Russian and French, ‘The school 
is to be nominally under a Turk named Haji Assadullah, who says he will feed all 
poor boys at his own expense daily. 

2, The Belgian Director of Customs hes been trying to get bricks for the new 
eustomi-house at half bazaar rates, as they are for Government account, and has, 
in consequence, experienced considerable difficulty with the brickmakers, 

Major Kennion returned to Meshed on the 18th instant, and reports that the 
road from Meshed to the Russian frontier at Bajgiran compares unfavourably. with 
either the ReshtTehran or the ‘Tehran-Meshed roads, and adds that it would be 
difficult to say anything more uncomplimentary about it, ond tolls are at, present 

iar, the present lessee of the road, only on camols, He is 
arningenients to repair the road this year, after which tolls will be 
of traflic, 

4, ‘The notorious Mujtehed Haji Mirza Mohammed Reza, of Kerman, was 
reported on the Lith instant to have arriyed at Meshed after walking in bare-footed 
from ‘Torok, He was given a great reception, and is said to haye fainted from the 
pressure of the crowd. 

5. Major Kennion remarks that it may be noted, in connection with our efforts 
to get a Robat-Scistan line made, that ‘there are now five telograph lines from 
Khorasan to or crossing the Russian frontier, viz,: Asterabad to Chikishlar s 
‘Asterabad to Gunbad Kaboos; Meshed to Ashkhabad; Meshed to Sarakhs; Meshed 
to Artek, ‘There is a report that another line is to be made from Khaf to Pul-i- 
Khatun, 

6, His Majesty’s Acting Consnl-General reports the steps taken by the Russians 
at Meshed to obtain a firmer hold over the Meshiod-Seistan telograph line, the end of 
which was actually taken into their office at Meshed, In reply to the protests of the 
Penida Govornmgnt, tho Russians’ say the lie iss mach under holt conto] as thie 
‘Tehran-Moshed line is under English control. After considerable trouble, however, 
the end of the Seistan line was removed again to the Persian office, ‘The present 
Persian ‘Telegraph Director at Meshed, Prince Jalil Mirza, appears to be amenable to 
the influence of His Majesty’s Consul-General, 

7. Tho arms in the Russian Consulate are reported to consist of the following :— 


with the following ammunition 


Sanall arms (7,000 rounds); 
§ boxes containing 24 bombs each; 
8 boxes of unpovrder., 


Turbat-i-Haideri. 


1, His Majesty's Consul reports on the Sth instant that 100 Cossacks of the 
Tohran Brigade, commanded by General Ali Agha Khan, arrived on plague duty. 
‘The Russians, who for over nine years hind kept up a “sanitary cordon” when there 
was no plague, handed over the control of quarantine to the Persians when plague 
had appeared. 

2, A report was received from Karez. that the Russian doctor there detained 
caravans from ghe south for ten days, from Kandahar five days, and from Herat tires 
days, Although he remains there for the present, he does not interfero with the 
quarantine arrangements in other places, 



































































76 


8, Captain Watson, LMLS., was thanked by the Sadr-cl-Olema on behalf of the 
cople for his exortions at Jangal, and during the cholera epidemic. He reported on 
The'Sth instant that plague no longer existed at Jangal, and that he was proceeding to 
Birjand. 


Seistan, 





J, The Russian Consul, M. Nekrascof, was reported on the 
made inquiries of the Deputy-Governor with respect to the boundaries bet 
and Baluchistan and between Kerman and Nain, 
Mr, Howson, the English te 
Majesty’s Consul nt Seistan fo attend the Sanitary 
arrived, 

3, A. caravan with riffles passed hronzh to Afghanistan on the 28th May, con- 
sisting of over 100 camels with 80 armed Afghans in charge, No attempt was made 
in Persia to interfere with it. His Majesty's Chargé d’AMfaires warned Mf. Naus 
weoks beforehand. 

4, Baron Standach, who is app 
reported to have committed an act of 
he is said to have unjustly accused of smu 
downwards, and then floaged until he 


ith May to have 
‘eon Seistan 









“at Birjand, was instructed by His 
Councils until Captain Watson 




















ly in charge of the Customs at Birjant, 
ee towards.an Afghan trader, wh 

\l to have lang np by his 
‘on Staudach is 
probably 
set, but 














of His Maj 
noxt dary. 
‘A sanitary com howket-ul-Mulk’s house on the 
Ist instint. De. Frank, the Russian Medical Officor, was present, aswell as 
Mn Hoy Eiglish tolographist, who watched British interests, Dr. Prank, in 
reply tow) inquiry by Mb. Howson, admitted that there was no plague in Afghanistan 
at the time, but Said that quarantine hit been established against all arrivals from 
‘Afghanistan, as it was impossible to say when the dis ht break out there, 
Mr. Howson asked if Dr Frank was in stipremo charge of quarantine arrangements in 
Virjand, and xeeoived a reply in. the affirmative. The outbreak of plague at Jangal 
was nol mentioned, and Mr, Howson concluded that the Russians wished to keep the 
fact from the publie, Me did not allude to it either. 
7, Baron Staudach was obliged to refund 40 tomans out of the 250 he forced the 
Athan subject to pay (parazaph 4), and Mx. Grant Dull is addressing an official 
complaint (6 the Customs Department on the subject, 






































Kerman. 






General, is reported to have heard with some 


‘Tho Ferman Ferma, Goyer 
-od-Dowleh as Governor-Genaral of Fars, as he 


disappointment of the choice of Als 
himself desired the appointment, 
2, Considerable suspicion attaclies to the proceedings of Saad-ed-Dowleh, ex- 
an, who is attending the Charbar meeting in connection with 
Curtain cases in which British subjects are concerned. Te professes his inability to 
fore the attendance of witnesses or to assert. his authority generally, owing to his 
y deprived of the Governorship of Persian Baluchistan, 

























Yerd. 


It is reported that on the 20th instant fifteen camels and some merchandize were 
stolen by robhers near * Faraj,” 15 miles east of Yeu, 

‘A disease resembling typhus is prevalent at Sivand (between Tsfaban and Shiraz). 
Owing to an epidemic of glanders at Morghab, Sivand, and the surrounding districts, 
the muleteers are moving to the hills, 
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Shushter. 


Lieutenant Lorimer, His Majesty's Vico-Consul for Arabistan, arrived at Shushter 
on the Ist instant and made the acquaintance of Sirdar Mukarrem, tho Governor 


General, One of Mr, Lorimer’s mules was sobbed by some Bakhtiaris but subsequently 


Mohammerah, 


_ His Majesty's Consul reports that the Russian steamer agent at Bussorah is 
trying to arrange to land a large consiznment of Batoum oil at Mohammerah, to be 
stored there in order to avoid the expense of storage’ at Bussorah, where there aro 
special regulations in foree regarding the storage of getroleum, 





Shiraz, 





jesty’s Consul, who left Shiraz for Bushire on the 20th April, return 
on the 2nd June by the Firouzibad route, ‘Phe portion of Pars traversed 


on ill return march afforded additional instances of the prevailing unrest. in 


Fars. 
2. M, Andvé 





ier, Russian Consul, and M, Boris Mi 
so 16th instant from Bushiro, 
8, The agitation is Shiraz against the Shoa-es-Sultanch, and the restoration o 

order by the Ala-ed-Dowleh forms the subject of a separate Gistatah No, 1s ste 
‘sth instant, 





% , Dragornin, arrived at 
ft ragoinii, arrived at 














Isfahan, 


1. Mr, Bambam, Tis Majesty's Consul-Goneral, arrived at Isfahan on the 
9th instant. 
2, The price of wheat and barley has been very high duri 
d barley hia y high during the month, and bread 

ins been searee and very high in’ price, Many of the HEE a Meal a 
considerable trouble was éaused by the scarcity. 2 

8. The Bakhtiari Khans have returned to thoir country from Tehran, yy 
spent several montlis trying to settle their affairs, 








liere they 


Kermanshah, 


Captain Gough, His Maje: 





's Consul, travelled to Kazvin over the new Russi 
road vii Hamadan, and did the journey from Hamadan to. Kazy' eae fi 
three days. ‘The total distanco is about 81 farsakhs, or say 105 miles, Whore are 
eight rest liouses, all except two being connected with each other, and with Hamadan 
and Kazvin by telephone. ‘Thero are four three-arch bridges, well built of stone, and 
innumerable culverts. here are two earavanserais, an old on nea Kuavin and a now 
one about 85 miles from Kazvin, There ave also thee toll bars, one at each end of 
the road and one in the middle. At present the road is not good for driving, as the 
metalling, which lias been laid deep on two-thirds of the road, lias not been erushed, 
There are several steam and horse rollers, but none of them ‘were being used when 
Captain Gough passed over tho road, Supplies are very diffleult to get near the rest 
Houses, as these are mostly located far from villages. ‘There ate quite nine or ten 
Russian officials distributed between Hamadan and Kezvin. Beyond one or tvoamalh 
partes of workin, engagud in pling mor loss metalling on the rod, there was 6 
evidence of any work being done, though much remains ° 4 
ede cir s nains to bo done before the road 
2, With regard toa roported Persian Company to Duildl a road from Han 

vit Kermanshah to the Turkish frontier at Kinnikin, Cartain: Gove eaten 
18th instant that no work has as yet been commenced, though it is stated that « 
concession lias heen obtained and preparations are in hand, 

Governor of Kermanshah on hearing that the ‘Turks had sont an irregular 
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foree of Sowars aniounting to about 500 men to watch the frontier near Mendali, 
Daoud Khan, Chief of the Kalhor tribe, to proceed to Saumar with an equal 
mar is in the Kalhor tribal territory, on the Persian frontier opposite to- 





Japtain Gough has left Kermanshah ona visit to the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuk. 


Hamadan. 





‘hore were bread riots in Hamadan in May last. ‘The principal actors in the riots 
were Mahommedan women, one or two. of whom were severely wounded in fights in 
the town. ‘They mobbed the Governor’s residence, and uo satisfaction from 
him, or from any of the other officials, they took refuge in the churches in the 
‘Armenian quarter of the town, where they were fed and looked after by the 
‘Armenians, he Mujteheds tried to persuade them to come out, but the women 
refuse to do sovuntil the price of bead was reduced, ‘The Governor in the meantime 
Tiad sent his family out of town, and made arrangements to remove himself to a place 
of safety. As usual, the reason of the high prices was the holding up of grain by the 
rich people, who on this occasion, in consequence of orders from Tehran, had to sell 
their wheat fo the bakers at a lower price, and quiet was at once restored. 






























Tabreez. 


1, ‘The malcontents at Shiraz who took sanctuary at His Majesty's Consulate ar? 
reported by Mr, Wratislaw to have telegraphed thoir grievances against Shoa-es- 
Sultanch fo the Valiahd, who passed on their complaints to the Grand Vizier for 
submission to the Shah, ; 

2. as tho renult of n dispute concerning the aupply of stone for the Russian road 
from abreez to Julfa, 2 number of Mussulman villagers proceeded towards the tent 
‘ogoupied hy some Russian subjects who were engaged on the unfinished section of the 
road between ‘Mabreoz and Sofian. The attitude of the villagers appears to have been 
menacing, and two of the Russians in self-defence fired on them with revolvers, 
Killing two and wounding two others, one of them dangerously, ‘The Russians who 
fired were arrested and taken to the Valiahd’s prison pending an inquiry. ‘The 
incident caused no little excitement in abreez. The Russian subjects in question 
wero Mussulmans, and the matter was settled by the payment of blood-money and the 
deportation from Persia of the offenders, 

3. Mu, Wratislaw writes that from all accounts the ‘Turks in Persian territory 
are behiiving admirably, and eyen pay in golden liras for all they take, 

With rogard to the Soujhoulak incident, the ‘Turkish Consul-General, who was 
sent from Tabrecs, to investigate the matter, has now sent in his report to the Embassy 
ft ohran. Tt describes how the Persian artillery bombarded the house of some 
‘Purkish subjects and brutally killed a woman and a girl. ‘he graphic descriptions of 
the Turkish Consul-General’ aro said to have brought tears to the eyes of the Turkish 
Ambassador, ‘The report was transmitted to the Sultan by telegraph, and the 
‘urkish Ambassador expressed his view that it was uscless to expect to obtain 
satisfaction by diplomatic representations, and that he awaited to hear what coercive 
measures would be taken by the Sultan's Government. ‘The Ambassador apparently 
Tias lost patience with the Persian Government and their dilatory methods. 









































General Remarks. 


tho month under review there have been troubles of a more or less serious 
nature in the following places :-— 


Clerical agitation and riots (No. 182, 15th Tuly). 

Trouble connected with Messrs, Ziegler’s agent (No. 190, 17th July). 
Hamadan.—Bread riots (p. 4 of Summary). 
Isfalin—Disturbances owing to high price of bread (p. 4 of Summary). 
Fai i g to maladministration and injustice of Shoa-es- 

Sultaneh (No. 183, 15th Jul 





















Seistan,—Attack on British Consulate (No. 189, 17th July). 
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The following subjects have been dealt with in separate despatches :— 


Plague in Seitan .. (Nos. 20nd 22, Commercial) July 6,8, 1906 
Extended privileges of Germans i eoanecion wth hosgtat 
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Tehran riots » 
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cloting Oriental Secretary. 





[26857] No. 98. 
astti) Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 7.) 
5. 
sg St, Petersburgh, August 1, 1906. 


T ASKED M. Isvolsky, at his reception this afternoon, whether he could give me 
any news from Tehran, and his Excellency replied that he was about to speak to mo on 





Tt appeared that some 10,000 or 12,000 persons had taken refuge in the 
egation, and he could not understand why they hid been induced to go there, 
Excellency that it was not an uncommon practice for individuals who find 
selves in political or other troubles to seck sanctuary cither in a mosque or a 
Legation, usually in the former; and that in my time at Tehran I had occasionally 
deen compelled to receive such guests, though I had nover known them to artivo in 
such crowds. ‘The present time, however, seemed to be an excoptional one, and the 
circumstances to be unprecedented. 

M. Isvolsky asked me whether His Majesty's Chargé d’Ami 
encouraged the refugees to have come to the Legation. 1 told his Excellency that 
this was manifestly impossible, and that I was sure that Mr, Grant Duff found the 
presence of the refugees to he most embarrassing, and indeed dangerous, and that no 
one would be better pleased thin he to be quit of his unwelcome and uninvited guests. 
Tsaid that my information from Tehran was more than a week old, and that Mr. Grant 
Duff had then mentioned that about 5,000 had taken sanctuary, and so far as I could 
recollect from his telegrams, he was in great perplexity as to Now to. deal with them, 
Were I in his place, I should he equally embarrassed, a8 it was impossible to turn them 
out of the Legation, and the massing of eo many people in a confined space presented 
elements of great danger from several points of view. M. Isvolsky inquired who was 
supplying the refugees with food. ‘To this I could give no reply, beyond stating that 1 
presumed food was supplied to them either by their friends or by Mr, Grant Duff, Tt 
Was clear they could not be allowed to starve. Observing that M, Isyolsky lind gome 
doubts in his mind, I asked him to tell me frankly what the Russian Minister had 
telegraphed on the subject. His Excellency said that M. Hartwig. had telegraphed the 
fact of the presence of the refugees, and had added that the situation was serious, 

Isaid that T believed that some of the higher religious functionaries had taken 
refuge in the Turkish Embassy, who had also been compelled to harbour them, 
pointed out to M. Isyolsky that these matters were always most difficult to. deal with, 
Once people had taken refuge in foroign Logations, it was impossible to drive them 
away, except in very exceptional circumstances, and when they arrived in such numbers 
as in the present instance it was physically impossible to expel them by force, I 
bel <d that the refugees had formulated among their demands that the Grand Vizier 
should be disinissed, and that the Mollahs shguld be allowed to rotuma. ‘The latter 





















es could have: 
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yore, I believed, at Kum in sanctuary, and the Grand Vizier, according to public 
journals, had resigned or been dismissed. 

M. Isvoleky said that he telegraphed to Count Benckendorff to speak to you on the 
subject, as the matter was one in which he considered that we should act in common. 
I said that I was sure that we would co-operate ith the Russian Government in 
measures which might lead to calming the situation, and I inguired if he had any 
suggestions to make to that ond. His Excellency eaid that he had not, but, perhaps 
the conversation which Count Benckendorfi would hold in London might elucidate the 
question, 














Thave, &. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 





[26810] No. 99, 


Sir A. Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 





No, 121. 

Se : La Panne, August 2, 1906, 
TIPAVEH read Mr, Procce’s loiter of the 17th ultimo, to which my attention w 

called in the Confidential Print respecting certain oil concessions nd 












bt that the inquiries made of me by Mirza Hassan Khan were 
, With the transfer of these concessions to an Amsterdam 





connected, at le: 
firm by the Per 

With referen 
news is to the Po fi 
by the full of the Aineed-Dowleh, 





of the 81st ultimo, I have no further 
will doubtless be suspended for a time 





T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A. H, HARDINGE. 





(27206) No, 100. 


India Office to Roreign Office (Received August 9.) 








presonts his compliments to the Vader 
Alfnirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
i, for the information of the y of Stato, copy of a tclogram 
oy, dated the Stl instant, relative to the'situation in Seistan. 


August 9, 1906. 













from the Vie 
fidia Offer 





Tuelosure in No. 100. 


Government of India to Mr. Morls 





(Velegraphie.) 2. 
SBISTAN. 
Wo repeat, for your ink 

the Ist instant (ndileessed to 

Meshied):-— 


‘ollowin 
“Phe offi 
investigation, 


August 8, 1906. 






ultimo. 
ing telegram from Consul, Seistan, dated 
sn Department, and repeated to Tehran and 
























quire into disturbances has entered on 

iatter with me. 

‘and appears to be an energetic, well-educated man, 

as here, I am disposed to helieve that he is quite 
means to arrive at a settlement of the case; some 


fhe position 









far superior to any of the olf 
capable of keopin 
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“The permanent garrison of Seistan consists of 400 men of the Kerai regiment, 
Up to the present it has been reinforced by 160 Kerai sarbazes and 70 sowars. ‘Tho 
former are identical with the sarbazes of the permanent garrison, who are useless, but 
the latter seem to be a fairly good stamp of men. 

“ Rumour as to dispatch of guns, mentioned in my telegram of the 10th ultimo, 
is not confirmed, but more sarbazes are said to be on their way to Seistan.” 





[27347] No. 101. 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 10.) 


(No, 210.) 
(Telezraphic.) P. 

‘TEURAN disturbances. 

My telegram No. 207 of the 4th August, 

‘The people considered the wording of the first Rescript concerning a consultative 
Assembly ambiguous, and refused to accept it, 

At the request of the Grand Vizier, 1, on Wednesday last, introduced the leaders 
of the refugees to his Highness. he lenders, after four hours’ discussion, accepted 
an amended Rescript, which was signed yesterday by the Shah, taken down to the 
Legation, and read out to the refugees, 

‘his amended Rescript orders — 


Tehran, August 10, 1906, 


1. The formation of a National Assembly, to be composed of princes, nobles, 
clergy, merchants, trade-guilds, and landed’ proprietors, ach class to clect 
representatives, 

2. The Shah's Ministers will be assisted! by this Assembly, in the work of reform, 
anil the proposals of the Assembly will be submitted by the Grand Vizier for the 
Sliah’s signature, and will then be put in force, 

&. Stops will at onoo be taken for drawing up Regulations for the Assombly. 

4, Mahommedan Inw is to be enforced. bythe Assembly. 

5, The Shah's Rescript is to be published, 


The Rescript granting amnesty, &c., of which the substance was given in my 
telegram No. 207, remains unaltered, 


About 200 of the refugees, who have separate grievances, remain in tho Legation, 
but the remainder leave the Legation to-day. 

Both the Grand Vizior and the refugees haye warmly thanked me, ‘There are 
great rejoicings. 





(27441) No. 102, 


a Mr. KE, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 11.) 
fo. 211, 
(iiegaphicd 

FOLLOWING sent to Government of India :-— 


“Telegram of the 8th August from His Majesty's Consul in Seistan, 
“T concur generally with the views expressed by His Majesty's Consul as to the 
satisfaction to be exacted for the attacks on the Consulate.” 


Tehran, August 11, 1906. 





(27540) No. 103. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 13,) 


St. Petersburgh, August 4, 1906. 
ON the receipt of your despatch No, 352 of the 3lst ultimo, relative to the report 
that some steps were being taken to obtain a loan to the Porsian Government through 
the intermediary of a Belgian capitalist, and with the authorization of the Russiin 
Goverument, I wrote a private note to M. Isvolsky, saying that a rumour had reached 
tue to the above effect, and that, altongh T considered it to be an improbable stony T 


He ela if ho would tall mo if be had received any information on tho subject, 
1680] y 






































a2 





Thave the honour to transmit copy of the reply which M. Tsvolsk 
énough to sond me, in which he states that he has no information as to such a project, 
and thatthe Russian Government are taking no part in sue o 

av 
(Signed) 











NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure in No, 103. 





M, Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


‘Mon cher Ambassadeur, Le 21 Juillet (3 tole), 1906. 
BN réponse 4 votre billet, je m’empres e, de la maniére Ia plus 
eatégorique, que nous n'avons aticune connaissance dun projet d’emprunt Persan quo 
M, Naus aurait proposé un capitaliste et que nous n’ayons été dans le cas de donner 
‘ueun consentement dix genre mentionn 

Jo sorai enchanté de vous voir de 






















1, Samedi, chez moi A 5 heures. 
Votre, &c. 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY. 








(27641) No. 104. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 






Se a St, Petersburgh, August 4, 1906. 

1 LOL) M. Isyolsky this afternoon that, from information which had reached 
me, it would appear that there were about 14,000 refugees in the British Legation at 
‘Pehran, and that there did not, seem to be any immediate prospect of their vacating 

ses, It was clear that my Government could not intervene in the internal 
affairs of Persi aranteo in any way the acceptance of ‘the demands of tho 
refugees; and as the right of asylum could not be ignored, the question had become 
an exceedingly embarrassing one, en F 

M. Tsvolsky again asked! if any oncouragoment had beon given in the first instance 
to the refugeos to enter the Legation. Y told him very positively that I was quite 
cortain th could not haye been the case, and T could not eonceive that any one 
should desire that a erowd of mal should invade and establish themselves in 
the grounds of the Legation. ‘The ‘and, indeed, risk incurred by 
the presence of so many people in a confined space were too evident to induce any one 
to invito thom within tue ates, = 

M. Tsvolsky said that he had received a telegram from Count Benckendorft which 
roported the views of my Government very much in the same sense as T had spoken, 
Ho liad telegraphed to the Russian Minister at Tehran to concert with the Briti 
Chargé d'Affaires as to the adoption of any steps which might assist towards calming 
the situation, He asked how it was intended to deal with the refugees. T said that 
the British Chargé Affaires would doubtless do what was possible to persuade the 
refugees to depart, and perhaps the Persian authorities would see the necessity of 
making such concossions as would facilitate this procedure, 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 












































(27676) No. 105. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 





(No, 219.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, August 13, 1906. 
N view of the internal troubles in Persia, I have been informed by Count 
Bonckendorff that M. Isvolsky desires to come to some sort of modus vivendi with His 
Majesty's Government. 
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Sir C. Spring-Rice starts for Tehran early in September, and yon might tell 
M. Tsvolsky that he will be instructed to keep in touch with his Russian colleague, and 
that His Majesty’s Government propose, as far a8 possible, to adhere to a policy of 
non-interference. His Majesty's Government are ready to agree with the Russians 
that the Valiahd should be favourably regarded as the successor to! the Shah if the 
latter dies. Sir C. Spring-Rice will probably ask his colleagues to agree to some 
limitation to the custom. of taking “bast,” and British subjects inland will be told in 
case of danger to them they should proceed to the ports. We propose, however, subject 
to these precautions, to let the crisis in Persia take its course. 

£M, Isvolsky raises the question of a general agrocment about Porsia you should 
ive his views and say that they will he considered by His Majesty's Government, 
but the proposals for a modus vivendi should not be allowed to forestall or complicate 
the subsequent negotiations. 






























(27862) No. 106, 
Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
20.) 
legraphic,) P, Foreign Office, Augusc 13, 1906, 





ACCORDING to information which has reached the Russian Ambassador, the 
Persian Government are hesitating about sending a Commissioner to the Tureo-Porsian 


frontier to take part in the negotiations before the territory in dispute has been 
evacuated by the Turkish troops. 

















We concur in the view of the Russian Government that the Persian Government 
should send a Commissioner without making conditions, 
[27347] No. 107, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. #. Grant Duff 
(No. 111.) 


(Welegraphic,) P. 
SITUATION in Tobran, 
Your telegram No. 210. 
‘The 200 refugees remaining should also leave, and, as more than eufliciont uso has 

already been mado of His Majesty's Legation, you should urge them to go, 
Tam relioved to hear you have induced most of tho refugees to disperse, 


Foreign Office, August 13, 1906. 





[27807] No. 108, 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 
(No. 212,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
RESERVE arms for Seistan and Meshed. 
T have received a telegram from His Majesty's Consul in Seistan stating that the 
Director of Customs there has inquired by what authority an armed Indian escort 
has entered Persia, and what is the nature of the goods which they have brought 
with them, 
T have instructed the Consul to refer the Director of Customs to his Government, 
If the Persian Government raise the question, I propose to reply that His 
Majesty's Consulate in Scistan has been twice attacked, and that. tho goods are arms 
which are required for its defence. - 


It will be within your recollection that after the Meshed riots last year arms 
were imported by the Russians. 


Tehran, August 14, 1906, 
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[27893] No. 109. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 15.) 


(Segraphie) P. St, Petersburgh, August 15, 1906. 
TMADE a verbal communication to the Minister for Foreign Affair in the senso 
of your telegram No, 219 of the 13th instant respecting the instructions which 
Sir Gooil Spring-Rico would take with him to Tehran, and I explained that, at the 
game time, they were not to be considered as prejudicing any negotiations which the 
two countries might subsequently undertake with respect to the subject of Persia in 
neral. 
M. Iavolsky said he felt sure of the cordial co-operation of the English and Russian 
Ministers at Tehran, 








No. 110. 





[28004) 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 









No. 112.) 
‘Telegraphic. P. Foreign Office, August 16, 1906. 
HIS Majesty's Government desire to avoid giving any ground to the Russian 
Government, for an impression that recent events at Tehran have been encouraged as 
‘an opportunity for interference in Persian affairs or in order to exploit the situation at 
the expense of Russia, 
Should any necessity arise, you should endeavour, therefore, to co-operate with 
Your Russian colleague, who has received instructions to concert with you as to the 
‘adoption of any stops which may assist towards calming the situation in’ Persia. 




























[28098] No, iL. 





India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received August 17.) 








WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duff's telegram No. 211 of the 11th Aug 
Undor-Seorctary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary 
State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, 
for tho information of the Sectetary of State, copy of a telegram from the Vicoroy, 
dated the 16th instant, relative to the position ih Seistan and the proposals 
reparation for attacks on the Scistan Consulate, 


Indie Office, August 17, 1906. 



















Tnelosure in No. 111. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley, 











(Telegraphic. P, August 16, 1906. 
SEISTAN, Following is telegram from Lieutenant Daukes, to which Grant Duff 
rofers in his telegram of the 11th instant :— 


“Following are the steps to be taken against rioters, which the Persian official 
deputed to inquire into disturbances has verbally agreed to recommend to his Govern 
ment 

“(a,) Apology to be offered by the Deputy Governor, Mustaufi, and, with the 
ption of Mujtahid Sheikh of Raza, by all the ringleaders whose {names were 











April last, 
() Mullah Mahomed Hussein Haji, Mullah Mahomad ‘aki, Safyad Hussein 
(Bunjari), atid Khorashadi, four of the principal ringleaders, to be deported from 
Seistan (see iy letter and inclosures of the 28th May), 





(27881) 


No, 109, 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 16.) 










Tehran, August 15, 1908, 





disturbances. Your telegram 
T hope before the end of the to get rid of the remaining refugees, but it is a 
1 will requi dling, and may be difficult, 


membe chiding the head of the British 



















Tehran, August 16, 1906. 


Last night the town was illuminated for the return of the Mollahs from Kum. ‘The 
Shah's brother went out to meet them, 
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“(c.) Damage dono to the dispensary to be compensated by payment of 1001. 

“(d.) Free grant: of land to the extent of 10,000 zars to be made for extension of 
hospital (see proposals contained in Consulate letter of the Sth May, 1905). 

“T would recommend the acceptance of these proposals, although they are much 
more lenient than those set forth in the telsgram from this Office, dated the ath April 
dast.. 

“Tt is obviously impossible to say with any certainty whether the official deputed 
by the Persian Government is, or is not, acting in good faith; be this as it may, I 
venture to think that without loss of prestige we could not agree to less, while it 
might be impolitie, having regard to existing local circumstances, to press tor more, 
‘The Russians here have assumed attitude such that those of the rioters who can claim 
their protection feel reassured of assistance, while those who have no such im can 
count upon their sympathy. Our clemency and our power to inflict punishinent, if 
we wished to do so, would at once be emphasized by securing the deportation of the 
four ringleaders named above, all of whom are well known as Russian Agents, avd hy 
accepting the apology of the greater number of the rioters, As i 
Sheikh of Raza, he is a most influential Mujtahid; the evidence against him is 
and, wnless we are convinced of his complicity, it would appear inadvisable to act 
against him, ‘he flogging of rioters, and imposition of fines, if carried out, would be 
taken advantage of by the Russians to make us unpopular, and would, besides, 
probably haye an unfortunate effect in the future. Many rioters have, moreover, died 

m plague, and since leniency runs no risk of being mistaken for weakness, if we 
seeure the deportation of four principal ringleaders, it is possible that a reaction may 
take place in our favour. 

“T request that I may be informed whether these proposals are approved, 
in order that T may be in a position to treat with the official deputed by the Persian 
Government.” 
































We regard the above proposals of Daukes as generally suitable for reparation for 
attacks on Seistan Consulate. We still think that first step towards security of 
Consulate stiould be the establishment of telegraphic communication with Nasratabad. 
Want of such direct line of telegraph accounts for delay in reveipt of telegram from 
Lieutenant Daukes. Please see my telegram of the 16th April last. 








{28191} No, 112. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 216.) 

(Telegraphic 
PERS 





PB; Tehran, August 18, 1906, 
URKISH frontier dispute, 


T am informed by the Persian Government that the ‘Turks are collecting taxes in 
Merzawer, and that the Turkish Commissioner has returned to Suleimanich, — 

‘This information has also been communicated to St. Petersburgh by the Russian 
Minister. 


OO SSSSS——SSSSSSSsS 
[28268} No. 113. 


a Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 
No. 





9.) 





Sir, St. Petersburgh, August 15, 1906, 

I MENTIONED to M. Isvolsky to-day that I had been informed that the Russian 
Ambassador in London had spoken in regard fo the condition of affairs in Persia, and 
that T was anthorized to tell him that Sir Cecil Spring-Rice would he leaving for 
‘Teheran in the early days of September, and would have for instructions to keep in 
touch with his Russian colleague. I added that it was the desire of my Coverninent 
to abstain, as far as possible, from all interference in the internal affairs of Persia, and 
that in cuse of danger British subjects in the interior would be advised to proceed to 
ports on the coast, Sir Cecil Spring-Rice would probably consult with his colleagues 











e 















as to some agreement being arrived at for limiting the custom of asylum being sought 
in Legations by Persian subjects. My Government were further ready to agree with 


ssian Government to view favourably the successioa of the Valiahd to the throne 
ent of the demise of the Shi. 
[1660] Z 














M, Isvolsky said that he was glad to hear that Sir ©. Spring-Rico would arrive 
shortly in heen, ‘and he was sure that he and the Russian Minister would co-operate 
cordially together. 


A. NICOLSON. 




















Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O' Conor. 


Foreign Office, August 20, 1906, 

‘NURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

neert with your Russ 
if the facts are a 








tated in Mr, Grant Dufl’s telegram No. 126 


of the 18th instant, 

















Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Kdward Grey— (Received August 21.) 





Telvan, August 21,1906. 
His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushire, 
ind is supported by tho 





ACCORDING to a te 
agitation against the Belgian ( 
principal Mollahs. 
Vhe people hw 
Director of Customs has 





istoms has brok 








rs, and, owing to the attitude of the people, the 
ed to close the eustom-honse, 
























Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Greu—(Received August 22,) 














‘urs; andl tho, people of Shin 
threatcned to take refuge again im His Majesty's Consula 





instructions to His 




















A promiso was given to the crowd by the Governor-General that the 
anager telegraphed to Tehran 1 
Phe latter has been instracted by the bank here to act im agreement with 
Consul, and do what he thinks best. 
awl threatened to. 
suid to, be contemplated on. the offices of Enropean mere 
tish and Russian Cons 


Dank would be closed, 


















Whe movement m 
y intended to foree the Pi 
state of things at Shir 
the desired assurances. as to the Shou 
io take steps accordingly 








an only be brought by giving the people 


gain strongly urging the 
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128802] No. 117. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 
(No. 221.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. “Tehran, August 23, 1906. 

SHIRAZ disturbances: My telegram No. 220. 

Thiave received a telegram from His Majesty's Consul-General at Bushive, saying 
that, in view of the serious troubles reported at Shiraz, he is getting together a 
boily of forty troops, and asks authority to dispatch them as soon as they aro ready. 
to start. 


T have sent the following repl 








“ You should not send troops pending further instructions, but yo may proceed. 
with your preparations in view of the possibility of serious developments, though I do 
not anticipate such, 

“The whole agitation is engineered, T heliovo, in order to extract from the Persian 
Government assurances that, the Shoa-es-Sultanch will not be allowed to return to 
Shiraz nor retain the properties he has plundered. ‘The Palace clique, which supports 
the Shoa-es-Sultanch, has the ear of the Shah, and great difficulty is experienced by 
the now Grand Vizier in opposing it, I believe, therefore, that. the Grand Vizier 
welcomes this agitation in Shiraz, if ho docs not seeretly encourage it, since it 
strengthens his hand. It is probable that the Governor-General of Fars himself is at 
the bottom of the whole agitation, and he is, I think, a strong enough man to keep 
the people in hand aud prevent their taking extreme measures. 

“In the event of the Shoa-es-Sultanch persisting in his intrigues the demonstration 
may become dangerous, but it is not likely to becomo so otherwise. 

* Yesterday I spoke very seriously to the Grand Vizier, and was told by his Highness 
that he had already been able to telegraph assurances’ to Shiraz as to tho land in 
dispute between the Shoa-es-Sultanch sind tho people. He lind arranged a meotings 
With the Prince for to-day, and hoped that tho whole question would be ‘nally 
settled. 

“I havo addressed the Grand Vizier ina strong note, which may help him to 
convince the Shahi that the situation is dangerous.” 















[28803] No. 118. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward G 





(Received August 28.) 





(9. 232, 
lesraphic.) P. Tehran, August 23, 1906, 
AGITATION against Customs at Bushire: My telegram No, 219; 

The Customs Admini: omised compliance with the demands of the 


people; the Custom-house tas been reopened, and tie town is assuming its normal 
condition, 


a 
(v 


















(28845) ‘No, 119, 


India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received August 24,) 
Sir, India, Office, August 22, 1900. 
TAM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge Sir 1. Gorst’s letter of tho 
1th August, asking for his views on tho suggestion made in the despatch of is 
Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Tehran of the 17th ultimo that, in view of the present 
situation in Yezd, a Consular guard of some twenty-five men should be stationed in 
that town, 
‘The late disturbance in Yezd is said by Mr. Grant Duff to have tigon from a 
trivial occurrence, in which Messrs. Ziogler’s agent was to blame, 
there exists behind this cause a s 
unnatit 
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T am, therefore, to say that Mr. Morley is not convinced by Mr. Grant Duff's 
despatch of the necessity of immediate action at Yezd. Tf, however, Sir E. Grey 
considers that the circumstances require the immediate dispatch of an escort, 
Mr, Morley would be ready to send the necessary instructions to the Government of 
India. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





{28907} No, 120. 


Mr. E, Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 24) 
(No. 223) 
(Pelegraphic,) P. Tehran, August 24, 1906. 
SHIRAZ disturbances, My immediately preceding telegram. 
His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz telegraphs as follow 


en no further serions developments. Verbal 
F » sent to me this morning by the Governor- 
Geueral, Tn my opinion dispatch of reinforcements from Bushire would, in these 
circumstances, be premature,” 


Should Consii-Coneral at Bushire be iistructed to suspend his preparations to 


sond an armed force ? 


[28907] No, 121, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Grant Dug. 


Foreign Office, August 24, 1906. 


If you consider it safo,. y 1 instructions to His Majesty's Consul- 
General at Bushire as suggested in your telegram No. 223 of to-day 





129032) No. 1 


i Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receired August 27.) 
0, O18.) 
GPiets) ‘Therapia, August 21, 1906. 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 135 of yesterday, I have the honour to 
roport that [ conferred with my Russian colleague this aftemoon with a view to decide 
upon the representations to he mide to the Porte respecting the reported departure of 
tho ‘Turkish Commissioner for Sulemanich and the collection of taxes by Turkish 

jils in Mergawa, 

om the Persian Ambassador two days ago that the 

jin Commissioner had been invited to mect the ‘Turkish Commissioner at Mosul on 
tho plea that the accommodation was better there and the facilities srreater for sending 
tho niaps and plans connected with the frontier, and that Mirza Khan had protested 
against this proposal, and informed the Porte that the Commission must make their 
inyestigations upon the spot as had been agreed upon between the two Governments. 

Tsaid Chad told Prince Mirai Khan that after I had seen the Russian Chargé 
Aires 1 would support his representations at the Porte, and that if I were not able to 
lovee sngaslt thn fall ays oxting (6 ths taney eueatonaT lad) trent woul 
instmct imy Birst Dragoman to maKo these representations in my namo within a 
fow days, 

M, Svetchine said that he would also make similar representations, 
would bd able to do so on ‘Thursday next, when he would see the Grand Vizi 


M. Svetchine w; mt of opinion as to what we 
should do itt ca: 





(28996) 


(No, 224.) 





(Telegraphic.) P. 


SHIR 
Thi 
accordance: 


Z 











instructed His 





urban 


your teles 
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No, 121°, 





Majesty's ( 
ram No. 118 of the 24th instant, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 26, 


Tehran, August 26, 1906, 


Bushire to suspend his preparations, in 





(1660) 


Ti 

















=) 


‘be obliged seriously to consider the steps we should take, but that was rather averse I 
to direct menaces which we were unlikely to carry into execution so long as the poney 
of the Porte did not exceed certain limits. I said that under present circumstances I 
thought our best line of policy was to leave the Ottoman Goyernment in doubt as to what 
we should do, while losing no opportunity of letting them see that we were following the 
question with great interest, and considered that our former intervention in the 
frontier delimitation imposed upon us both rights and obligations which we could not 
ignore if they pushed matters to extremes. I felt assured from information that had 
reached me that our representations and the interest we both showed in the question 
had acted as a restraint upon both the Porte and the Sultan, and I thought the best 
thing we could do was to continue in this line of policy. 

M. Svetchine said he entirely agreed with me and would report to his Government, 
in the same sense. 

Tn connection with this question I may perhaps report that the Persian Ambas- 
sador told me on Sunday that his Government had telegraphed to him en clair 
instructing him to notify all the Persian Consuls in Turkey that His Majesty the Shah 
had granted a constitution to his people in compliance with their demands. He was 
further to inform the Consuls of the nature of these concessions which were similar to 
those reported by Mr. Grant Duff in his telegram No. 210 of the 10th ins 

His Highness added that this telegram had made a great impress 
Sultan, who had immediately sent to the Emba to know if it was true, and to express 
the hope that the Shah would carefully consider the consequences and not act with 
precipitancy in so grave a matter. 
























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 





[28888] No. 123. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 
(No, 122.) 
(Welegraphi ¥ Foreign Office, August 28, 1906, 

SEISTAN, Introduction of arms and soldiers into tlie British Consulate, 

See your telegram No, 212 of the 14th August, 

Representations on this subject have been made by the Persian Minister here. 

Ts there any truth in his statement that soldiers threatened to fire on officials of 
the Customs, and that one of the latter was beaten ? 





Pp. 








[29404] No. 124, 

< Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 29.) 

(No. 225.) 

(alegraphic) P. Tehran, August 29, 1906. 
MESHED-SEISTAN line. My despatch No. 195. 





A warning has reached me to the effect that the Persian Government are about to 
make a formal concession of the control of the Meshed-Seistan line to the Russians, in 
whose hands the control practically lies already. 

It is probable that matters have gone so far that further}representations to the 
Persian Goyernment would be useless. 


—  — 


[29512] No. 125. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 30.) 


ae 226, Secret.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, August 30, 1906. 
MESHED-SEISTAN line. My immediately preceding telegram. 
The Persian Foreign Office have instructed the Ministry of Telegraphs to hand 
ever the control of the Meshed-Seistan line to the Russians, but the Minister of 
Telegraphs states that he does not wish to do this, and has sent a secret messenger to 


the Director of the Persian Section of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, saying 
[isco] 2A 
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that he will suspend action on his orders for two days, and begging him to secure 
intervention by His Majesty’s Government. ‘The Minister says that his wish is to keep 
the control of the line in Persian hands, but that, failing this, he would rather see it in 
British than in Russian hands, . 
he Russians contend that they want the same control that we exercise on the 
am line, and probably no great harm would be done if their influence were 
at, but they already claim that they nmst have the terminal posts in the 
On the Meshed—Tehran line we have not got the terminal posts in our 
own offices, and we have no employés in, the intermediate stations, whereas on the 
eistan line there aro already Russian signallers at many points. Our control 
on the Meshed—ehran 1 T understand, in sending orders through the 
Persian office to the Persian officials at intermediate stations, and, in the event of their 
not being carried out, complaining to the Persian Administration. 
Tshall domy best to secure postponement of the execution of the orde 
the Persian Foreign Office, but I propose, failing this, to inform the Grand V 
we shall expect all privileges conceded to the Russians on the Meshed-Se 
‘excess of those conceded to ns on the Meshed=Tehran line to be shared by us in equal 
mieasiite, 































































{29591} No. 126. 


India Office to Foreiyn Office (Received August 31.) 





India Office, August 80, 1906, 
Kdward Grey's 

nd instant eating 
the probabil ng station on the Island of Halul 
in the Persian Gull, and suggesting that measures should be taken to prevent thisstep, 
cithor by moans of a ropresentation to the German Goyernment or by instructing the 
Nayal Commander-in-Chief to take measures to forestall it 

Halul is an uninhabited island situated in Intitudo 25°40" north, and longitude 
52° 254 cast, and isapparently not claimed by any of the ‘Irucial Chiefs as his exclus 
property, while it is outside the zone within which His Majesty’s Government have 
‘igcepiei! the fact of Wurkish sovereignty. 


























Tam, &e. 
(Signed) MORACE WALPOLE. 






Tnolosure in No. 126. 





Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Welegraphic.) 

WE would invite reference to hi 
to }. Grey, sent to us with lett 
Tndia Office, “Halul Island, near which there are intermittent petroleum springs in 
the sea, and which lies off the Pearl Bank, is an important position; and on scei 
nowspaper notice of rumoured German intention to secure coaling station the: 
had directed Major Cox to inquire cautiously as to the status of the island, 

Cox reports that, in spite of the absence of water, the place is not unsuitable for 
‘a coaling station, and that there is a hotter anchorage than entry in Persian Gulf pilot 
would indicate, ' Exclusive ownership does not appear to be claimed by any Sheikb, 
but boats from Abu Dthabi, Doha, and Babrein occasionally use the place. 

‘hough intention of acquiring island is disclaimed by German newspapers, yet, 
with a view to proventing awkward incidents we ventura to sugges that. opportunity 
might be taken of informing Germany that this, as well as all other islands lying 
etween Cape Musandim and north point of Kate, are regarded by us as outside the 
dominions of the Sulton of Turkey, and that, as the Pearl Banks are policed by us, no 
alteration in the status quo in respect of these islands, by which our local arrangements 
might be adversely affected, would meet with our approval. First Hamburg-American 
Line boat arrived to-day at Muscat, and German officer has been making inquiries as 
to ports and anchorages, Matter is, therefore, urgent. 


August 22, 1906, 
ctter dated the 18th June last from Mr, Whitehead 
lated the 6th ultimo from Political Secretary, 
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We trust that sugested representation would suffice to obviate any necessity for 
direct local action, but if'an attempt to occupy island should be made, perhaps instruc 
tions to take necessary measures to forestall it might be sent to Naval Commander-in- 
Chief. 

(Repeated to Resident, Persian Gulf, and Naval Commander-in-Chief.) 





{29609} No. 127. 


Sir A. 





colson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receited August 31.) 
No, 202.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 

PERSIAN loan. 

M. Isvolsky called upon me to-day to inform me of an urgent-request from the Persian 
Government for a loan of 10,000,000 tomans, amd an immediate advance. of 3,000,000 
tomans, offering to concede in return any: terms which may be required of them, 
M, Isvolsky stated that he wished loyally to bring the above to my notice, in accordaneo 
with the spirit of the arrangements made between Sir Cecil Spring-Rtico and Count, 
Tamsdorif; and to inquire what views His Majesty's Government held in regard to 
dealing with the apparently desperate financial difficulties of Persia, He added: that 
Persian Gov serted that advances were being offered to them by Great 
Britain, and gave him to understand that they would turn to Germany or to us in tho 
event of a refusal of their request. 

Texpressed my gratitude to his Excelloncy for this communication, and said that 
Leould assure him that no offers were being made by His Majesty's Government, 
though I was unaware of the views held at present. by my Goverment, [suggested 

‘ve might discuss the question of making nn advice conjointly, alter taking export 
vice of what sum was really necessary. Tadded that this idea Was my own, and that 
Twas not aware whit view you would take of it, M. Isvolsky cordially agreed with 
mo that it was undesirable that Persia should apply to the German Government, 

Trwould be glad to learn your viows on tho subject. 


St, Petersburgh, August 31, 1906. 












































[29700] No, 128, 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1.) 





(Wo. 227.) 
(Telegraphic, DP, Tehran, September 1, 1906. 

MESHED-SEISTAN line, My telegram No 

In an interview which Thad yesterday with the Grand Vizier, his Highness 
admitted that he had given orders that the instruments at Meshed should be transferred 
from the Persian to the Russian office, but he denied that any further concessions 
would be made. 

I poinited ont to his Highness that the line ran right down to our Indian frontion, 
and that the fact that his first act as Grand Vizier had been to hand it over to Russian 
control would be viewed with surprise and regret by His Majesty's Government, 
‘quid pro quo would be most certainly demanded, and, in my of was not likely 
‘to be a small one. 

This view of the matter evidently disturbed his Highness considerably, and ho 
san OAL Owl SAN el goad a eaatata ie MAG OAae BL 
that on which he had become Grand Vizier, He sent his son to mo afterwards to show 
me the Shah's Minute on the original Russian note, in order to prove that he had not yet 
come to power when the matter was arranged. I pointed out that this mado no 
difference to the actual facts of the case, hut. promised to inform you of it, 

With tho aid of a map T explained to the Grand Viziex’s son that, thanks to their 
control of this line, the Russians would be able to place a whole chain of Agents right 
down to our Indian frontier along the Afghan border, I showed further that, if troublo 
broke out between Afghanistan and Persia, the Persians by their own act had enabled 
the Russians, should they wish to do so, 0 cut off the whole eastern frontier of Porsin 
from telegraphic communication with Tehran. This line was the one of all others that 
‘ought never to have been allowed to pass out of Persian hands, ‘The only remedy that 
T cot suggest was that the Central Persian system should be linked up with Siestan, 
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or, in other words, that the Kuh-i-Malik Siah extension should be conceded. This 
‘argument seemed to impress him. A 

I urged finally that no further concessions on the line should be made to the 
Russians, and that, above all, the Seistan end of the line should not be allowed to pass 
into Russian hands, 

Tthink Thave thoroughly alarmed the Grand Vizier, and, if His Majesty's Govern 
jnent will impress on the Porsinn Legation in London that they take a very serious 
view of the matter, T believe that we would now have a fair hiope of success if we 
pressed for the Kuh-i-Malik Siah extensi 

{did not, of course, give any ground for supposing that His Majesty’s Government 
would consider themselves adequately compensated by the grant of the extension 
© on alone, 





[29687] No. 129, 


Mr. E. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 1.) 
(No, 228) 
(Velegraphie,) 
ARMS for Seistan aiid Meshed, Your telegram No, 
In roply to my inquities, Tis Majesty's Consul in Seistan telegraphs an unqualified 
denial of the truth of tho accusations brought by the Persians. 


‘Tehran, September 1, 1906. 





[29702] No, 130. 
Mr. B. Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 


No, 201.) 


‘opeans resident in Yi 
mentioned know Persia well, and are sensible and trustworthy persons. 
1 also inclose translation of the reply sent by the Atabeg-i-Azam to my 
Lith ultimo, copy of which is already before you, I returned no answer to His Highness? 
coumiunication, a8 1 gathered from various Sources that his term of office was nearing 
ils end; but the cases to which he refers are well known to you, and you will be able to 
judge of the accuracy of the statement that the “ Persian Goyernmeiit has always done, 
‘and will always do, its best in supporting the cases of British subjects.” 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUER, 








Messrs, Ziegler’s agent, who is a Swiss, has preferred a personal elaim for 
compensation against the Persian Government through the German Legation, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 130. 


Vice-Consut Baggaley to Mr. B. Grant Duf 

(No. 7.) he 
Sir, Yead, July 5, 1906, 

WITH reference to the correspondence beginning with your telegram of twenty- 
four words dated the 14th ultimo, and ending with your telegram of fifty-eight words 
dated the Ist instant, regarding the affair of a boy having been struck by Mr. Wirth, 
agent of Messrs, Ziegler and Co,, I haye the honour to report the following for your 
informati 
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On the 18th ultimo, between 10 and 11 a.m, Mr, Wiirth came to the Vice- 
Consulate to inform me of what had occurred, He was closely folloved by the Haji 
Khan, brother of the Goyernor's ferrash-bashi, who came on the same business, and just 
as the latter arrived I also received a note from the Governor reporting the maiter: 
Copy of an extract from the Governor's note, andl copy of am extract from my reply 
thereto herewith inclosed. 'The remainder of the Goyernor’s note referred to the 
afiair of the soldier-guard at this Vice-Consulate, copy of which 1 forwarded to your 
address under cover of my despatch dated the 23rd June, 1906, 

On the morning of the 14th ultimo Mr, Wirth and myself visiled the Governor at 
his request, when he informed us that the matter was quite settled. After Thad 

atched my telegram of 122 words, dated the 15th ultimo, T was informed that the 
Mallalis therein referred to, or, to be more correct, {alabah (students), about seventy in 
numlicr, were actually assembled at the house of one Mullah Hassan to protest against 
Mr. Wiirth’s action, when ye were with the Governor, and that they had been there 

nce the previous night. If this be correct—and [have no reason to doubt it—the 
Governsr would appear to have told us one thing and simultaneously reported 10 
‘Tehran something quite the opposite. What could have been his object for this? 
fed in the same telegram that the Mullahs had prevented the boy’s father 
coming to the Vice-Consulaie to take My, Wiirth’s present, ‘The before-mentioned 
Klan was my informant for this, But the boy's father told me, when lie eventually: 
me to the Vice-Consulate to gi ipt for the present, that the Governor's 
ferrash-bashi had detained him at the Governor's residence: for four days, and thnt all 
the time he was prepared to come and take the present, had he heen permitted 
to do so. 

T was quite surprised to receive your telegram of twenty-four words dated the 
Lith ultimo, as I had heard nothing further from the Governor on the subject, I d 
hear from other sourees that when the talabali were assembled at Mullah Hassan’s 
house the Naib-ul-Hukumeh gaye Mullah Hassan something in writing to the © 
that Mr. Wiirth should leave Yezdin five days, and that the time had, through the 
good offices of Nawab Agha Hassan, been extented to twenty days. Directly Lreceived 
your telogram [forwarded a Persian translation of it to the Governor, You will notice 

y forwarding note, copy.of which I inclose herenith, is worded in such a way 
raw from the Governor an admission that the above-mentioned paper had been 
n; but, as you will observe from his reply, copy of which T inclose, he evades the 
point, You will notice too that the Governor, in, his note, takes w most alarming. view 
Of the situation. ‘There was no reason for this, as there was not then nor subsequently 







































































auy likelihood of a riot. Had there been the slightest probability of « serious. 
disturbance, I should have had Parsis coming to me to make inquiries as to what was: 





ne done, as they are always the first to scent danger; none came, however, and none 
troubled about the matter, 

On the 16th ultimo the before-mentioncd Haji Khan arranged with Mr, Wirth 
that he would go to the office with him the following day (Sunday) to enable him to 
get certain books, also money from the safe, and Layreed to go with them; but when 
the time came to go Haji Khan sent to say that the Governor would not allow of it, 
As Mr. Wirth urgently required the books, and wished to remove the money from the 
safe in order to deposit it in the bank, t went myself to Ziegler’s oflice and did 
what was necessary. ‘This action on my part would appear to have annoyed the 
Governor, and to aye enused iim to report the incident of the soldier-guard to the 
authorities in Tehran (vide your telegray of wneteen worisdated the 18th liso) 

On the 20th ultimo, Nawab Agha Ha: verbal message to say that he 
was endeavouring to come to a satisfactory understanding with Mulla Hassan and the 
talabahi, and that there was a fair prospect of a settlement being arrived nt, it the 
Governor dill not oppose hin e my telegram of forty-five words of the same dates 
Again, on the 25th ultimo, he sent me another verbal message to. say that everything 
had heen arranged, as stated in my telegram of eighty words of the 26th ultimo, but 
that the Governor would not agree to the arrangement. 

On the 27th ultino, about noon, Haji Khan came to see me to ascertain for. the 
Gorenior when Mr. Wirth intended to leave Yezil, and stated chat the twenty days? 
grace Lad expired, My patience having become somewhar exhausted, T answered hin 
rather sharply, and told him to i 
nothing of the twenty days’ grace, that m 
had to remain in Yezd, and that he would remain. Later in the day I received your 
telegram of forty-seven words of the same date, and at once informed the Governor of 
its contents, but he did not reply to my note, copy of which 1 inclose herewith, 

(1650) 2B 















































form the Governor with my compliments that 1 knew 
orders from ‘Vehran were that Mr, Wirth 











Evidently the Governor was in a great huny to clear Mr. Wiirth ont of Yezil, as, 
éupposing the time was to date from the day Mr. Wiirth struck the boy, the twenty days 
‘youlld not have expired until the 3rd instant. 

(On the 28th ultimo T was informed that Mullah Hassan and the talabah were again 
agitating for Mr. Wiirth to leave Yezd, and on the morning of the 30th ultimo T was 
informed of the notice posted in different parts of the town threatening to kill Mr. Wirth 
.d anoriginal eopy, which I forward herewith 
‘Tam told that Sheikh Mahomed Jaifer, Sabsevari,an enemy of Nav 
‘Agha Hassan, had the notiee posted, and that men of the Majd-ul-Ulema Ardekani 
removed the notice, 

T consider the notice was sheer bluff, and nothing more. 
on the 80th ultimo, having apparently been posted over night, 
1g of the notice Mullah Hassan disappeared from the town, 
and. ig reported to be with the Governor at a garden, Bagh-N: 
from Youd, but whether he is there as a guest or under deten 





if he did not quit Yead, and T at onee obtai 
with translation. 


It was up for only 








neously with the p 
faseri, about S miles 
on [am unable to 





‘As Tyas unable to get the boy’s father to come to the Viee-Consulate t 
Agha Hassan, who kindly promised to giv 
However as Nawab Agha Hassan was not permitted 
in the ease, he returned the money to Mr, Wirth, and it was then given to 
father by Messrs. Ziegler and Co,’s broker in the presence of Seyyed Hiari 

‘The receipt was brought to me on thie 


the present, it was handed to Nawab 
the boy's fathier and obtain a receipt. 









(vide copy of receipt herewith inclosed), 
nstant by the boy 
here is a report that the Governor accuses Zein-ul-Abedin Khan, the Jellal-ed- 
gent, of having stirred up the talabeh, and that the Governor's object 
Khan is to bring him 
ni obtain his expulsion from Yezd: 
ihe that he has already been taken prisoner, and is to be sei 
Abedin Khan was here to see to the revenues of Taft and other 
il district which are * toy 
he Governor is working to obtain control of these revenues, 
ily have settled this matter at any 
re had been no Governor hero, both Seyyed Ha 
‘Also tliat the Governor intended from the 









redit. with the Central 





under escort to 











places in the Ye 

informed that # 

J am convineed that the Govi 

Had he wished Co do xo ¢ and if th 

Nawab Agha Hassan vould hay 
first that Mir. Wirth should be driven from Youd, 

sghn Hassan does not wish his name to be mentioned to tlie Persian 

gentleman seems very 

ss ready to render them a 


(liet) of the Jellal-c 





Dowleh, and Lam. 








connection with 








favourably disposed toward ssistanee when 





Ife Had been in 
ans and Buropeans, 
xs, Ziegler aud Co,, otherwise they might 
to Mr, Wiirth’s fitness to be their agent 
Mr, With osplained to, we that he had uot, of course, any intention of str 
doy on the head, bub that the bo: 

With reference to the question contaiued in your telegram of 

4o the state of security in 

1 from the Rev, O. HL. Stilemait and Dr. White, 
T quite indorse what they say, 


Mr, Wirth lott there for Isfahan on the 1st instant 
five yeurs, and was very popular both with the P 








put his lead int the wo 








the honour to forward 





nd feel that Lean add little to it, 
eard that mother Babi massaere is contemplated in which Huropeans might be included, 

Nevertheless, Buropeans would feel more secure with 
-y troops at his command to 
there are only about forty soldiers here, which, I 


Dut T very much doubt the latter, 
nstrong and reliable Governor, who should have the 
AMt the present time 
Delieye is the full complement for Ye 
copy of this report and inclosures will, in due course, be forwarded to the Consul~ 
General at Isfalian, together with copies of the telegrams which liave passed. 











J. BAGGALEY. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 130, 


Rev. C. H. Stileman and Dr, H. White to Vice-Consul Baggaley. 















fr, Baggaley Yezd, July 2, 1906. 
IN accordance with your request for an expression of our opinion as to the present. 
state of Yezd, and the amount of security enjoyed by the European community here, 
sve beg to make the following statement -— 

Tn onr opinion, there is no general deep-seated animosity on the part of the people 
towards Europeans, At the same time there is rough and lawless element in the place 
which may at any time be easily roused by unscrupulous men ;, this cannot be ignored, 
and requires a really strong hand to keep it in check. 
ww that by appealing to the passions of the people a successful effort has beon 
made to turn Messrs. Ziegler and Co's agent. out of the town, we feel that, if such an 
action as this be allowed to pass unnoticed, there will be little or no seenrity in the 
future for Europeans resident in Yerd, 














Believe, &e. 
(Signed) 0. HT, STTLEMAN, 
HENRY WHITE, 















Inclosure 3 in No, 130. 






‘The Grand Vizier lo Mr. E. Grant Duf’ 
(Translation. July 19, 1906. 
T HAVE received your reply of the 11th instant respecting Messrs. Ziegler’s 
agent at Yezd. In reply to the various cases mentioned in your note, 1 have the 
honour to make the following statements:— 





1. The attack on Captain Gough: Careful inquiries have been made in this case, 
and it appears, from the report sent by that officer to the British Consul-General at 
Tabreez, that not only the Kurds did’ not attack him, but he, accompanied by 
guards, galloped towards the Kurds and fired guns, and that when the Kurds ran away 
fie pursued them, accompanied by his guards, and the Kurds fired a few shots in 
selfalefence, The action of the Kurds in defending themselves. in distros cannot 
therefore be interpreted as an attack on Captain Gough, beeanse, if he had not galloped 
towards them, they, wlio had no il-intention, would undoubtedly not have fired while 
they were eseaping. 

2, Attack on Colonel Douglas and Captain Lorimer by the Direkwand Mirs in 
Taristan: Asyou have been repeatedly informed by the Persian Foreign Office, the local 
authorities informed the said officials When they were starting that the roads, by which 
they intended to travel, were unsafe and that the Lurs were in a state of unrest, and 
requested them to postyone their journey for a few days till order was restored ; but the 
said English officials, hiaving confidence in the friendliness of the Dirokwand Mirs, did 
not comply with this request and went on the journey. 

‘Alter the incident the English officers in’ question gave a written statement to the 
Rogler Bexi, of Khoremabad, saying that tho responsibility of the incident did not 
rest with the Persian Government, and that they travelled knowing the state of the 
country. 

Although, under these cirenms the Persian Government was nob responsible 
forthe incident, his Highness the Firman Firma, by the order of the Government, took an 
expedition against the culprits ; and the Dirckwand Mirs, whose names were given, were 
arrested and their photographs sent to you. 

. Phe attack on the dispensary of the British Consulate by the inhabitants of 
Scistan: The reason of this attack was the measures taken against the religion. On 
account of the severity of the plague and the deplorable condition of the inhabitants, 
it was not advisable that any measure which might increase the public excitement, or 
might tend to disorganize the quarantine arrangements, and the consequent widespread 
of the epidemic, should be taken, Should the circumstances allow, no effort of course 
will be lost in this matter. The Momtahen-us-Sultanel,, who has gone to Seistan, ha 
teen insirgted to make the necessary srzangements fn this matter on his atrival in 
that place. 

The outrage on one of the members of the Indo-European Telegraph Depart 
ment by the employés of the Governor of Kashan: All the demands made and the 
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rate, aided by the manifestoes printed by “ Young Persians” residing in the Caucasus 
GHUee Meet icin Miser ace nee 
Further, the Valiahd’s patronage of the Tmaam Jumaa has necessarily rendered 
him objectionable to rival ecclesiastics, particularly to Hi a Agha, who is 
really the head Mujtehed of ‘Tabreoz, though the Imaa 's greater wealth and 
push render him a formidable competi siti Agha has declared 
himself in sympathy with the constituti . 5 said to advocate. 
considerable restriction of the powers of the monareh 
Tn this connection, @should mention that my Mirza has been sounded by Mirza 
Ahmet Agha, brother of Mirza Hassan Agh nself a prominent Mollah, respecting 
my willingness to receive in ” a number of ecclesiastics who wish’ to make a 
demonstration aguinst the land propensities and general arbitrariness of the 
Jumma, Such a demonstration would, I am convinced, be intended and gen- 
orally nderstood as directed as much against the Valiahd as the Imaam Jumaa, and T 
have instructed my Mirza to throws all possible cold water on the i 
an) nov aware that the Shoa-es-Sultaneh has, on his merits, any supporters in this 
district, but he might be used as a stick with which to beat the Valiahd. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "A. ©, WRATISLAW. 


(29705) No. 133. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 


(No, 204, Confidential.) 
‘ir, Gulahek, August 13, 1906. 

[HAVES the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul- 
General st Vabreoz, on the subject of the attitude of His Imperial Highness the 
Valialid and the Mollahs in regard to the fall of the Grand Vizier and the 
reform movement in Tehran, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnelosure in No. 133, 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff, 


(No. 41, Confidential.) 
2, August 2, 1906. 
ave oceutred here 
x re closed for a day, but 
reopeued as soon as the nows of the ¢ or ved, 

Tho ‘abreoz Mollihs are now. waiti their cue from their Vehran 
colleagues at Kum. 1 is mderstood ty jond to stand ont for further 
concessions, anid they will doubtless re port from ‘Tabreoz should they do 
go. ‘The general public does not manifest much interest one way or the other. 

‘The Valialid is naturally delighted at the full of his enemy the Atabeg, and is 
convinced that it has been brought about by His Majesty's Legation as a personal 
favour to himsolf, He has expressed his gratitude to Nizam-os-Sultanch for haying 
shown him that it was to his interest to cultivate more friendly relations with British 
Representatives hefore this crisis occurred. 

I gathier that His Tuaporial Higlhnoss i of opinion that sooner or later his presence 
will be required at Tehran, even before the decease of the Shab, regarding the state of 
whose health he continues to receive pessimistic reports . 

T had oecision to pay him a formal visit yesterday, but as the Karguzar was 
present the conversation was confined. to ordinary topics. His Imperial! Highness was 
obviously in he Mighest spirits, and his manner fo meas extremely frien, 

have, &e, 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 
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[29706] No. 134. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 


Gulahek, August 13, 1906, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 171 of the 21st Jie last, I have the honour 
to report that I have succeeded in obtaining from Mushir-ed-Dowleh a written promiso 
tha -ed-Dowleh, late Minister of Commerce, will be permitted to live anywhore in 
the Shah’s dominions except Tehran, and that his life and property will be secure. 

His Excellency has now left His Majesty's Vice-Consulate at Yezd, and has 
expressed his deep gratitude for such unofficial steps as I have been able to take in his, 
favour. 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





£29707) No. 135, 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September ,) 


(No. 206, Confidential.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 18, 1906, 

WITIE reference to my despatch No. 198 of the 19th ultimo, T have the honour 
to report that on the evening of that day about fifty Mollahs and merchants took refgo 
in His Majesty's Legation at Tehran, 

‘As T had the honour to state in my above despatch, T duly warned the Mushix-cd- 
Dowlch of what would probably happen, and about a fortnisht previously 1 had also 
told his Excellency that I knew that trouble was brewing, and that it was not unlikely 
that a large number of the Shah's subjects would resort to His Majesty's Legation, 
requested his Excellency to tell the Grand Vizier, who would no doubt take such 
measures as he thought-desimable. Apparently nothing was done to provont the people 
from carrying out their intention 


1. ‘heir lives and properties were no longer secure, 
2. In the absence of the principal Ulema they were unable to get contracts sealed, 
and generally fo obtain such services as would in Europe bo performed by solicitors 


demanded the establishment of Law Courts, the administration of which 
should not be wholly in the hands of venal officials. 
4. Dhey entirely declined to deal directly with the Persian Government or to 
leave the protection of the British flag until their grievances were redressod. 


In my note of th ultimo I informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh of the 
statements of the rel at the samo time declining all responsibility. regartinie 
the matter, On receipt of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s reply T at once sent a message 
to him fo the effect that although it was no part of my duty to act as intermediary 
between the Persian Government and the Shah's subjects, I would proceed to 
Majesty's Legation in town and read his communication to the leaders of the refuge 
and try to persuade them to return to their houses, I accordingly did so. he futile 
answer of the Persian Government, hierowith inelosed, was received with seorn and 
y eloquent,” “Are we children, that we should listen to 


possible after my interview with the leaders of the people T saw the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh and informed his Excellency of the result of my mission, Ho 
was much amused at the reception his note liad received, and although he did not 
Say 50, appeared to agree with the view taken of its contents by the refugees, 
Meanwhile I had receive three petitions from the refugees.” These wero 
(1) addressed to the Shah by the religions students, (2) addressed to the Shah by 
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native bonkers (Serrafs), (3) a general Petition addressed to myself detailing their 
grievances and demands. 

T at once forwarded these documents to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and requested his 
Fixcellency to lay them before Shah, at the same time disclaiming all responsibility for 
heir contents, [added that the presence of a large number of Persian subject 
His Majesty’s Legation was causing grave inconvenience, and that the Persian 
Government would be held responsible for any damage thereby caused to our 

mromises, 

Pion the 2th July Lagain addressed a note to the Persian Government drawing 
attention to the serious condition of affairs, and on the 26th ultimo, by your 
instructions, 1 informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that it was for the Persian Govern- 
mont to sutisfy the people now in refuge under the British flag, and so put an end to 
a very undesirable situation. 

‘On the 26th July matters beeame so threatening that T ventured to telegraph to 
‘you that, failing your instructions to the contrary, 1 should ask for an audience of the 
Bhiah, who 1 suspected, rightly, as it subsequently transpired, with being purposely 
Kept in ignorance of (he events in town. 

(On the 27th ultimo T received your permission to apply for an audience. 1 
Immediately did so, and it was arranged that T should be received by the Shab on the 
following Monday. ‘ 

On Sunday nioming early the Mushir.ed-Dowleh verbally informed me that he 
was leaving that vight for Kum with an autograph letter from the Shah grantin 






































1. A National Assembly. 

2 Courts of Justice, 

3, (he return of the Mujteheds with all honour. 

4, Pensions for the families of those killed in the recent riots, 

5. Pormission for persons exiled for participation in the reform movement to 
reside anywhere in Porsia except in ‘Tehran, 















to me his Excellency gave me a message 
id me to postpone my audience until the 
result of the Mission to Kum was known, Tn view of His Majesty's wishes, and 
having regard to the fact that I was convinecd that the Persian Government had at 
Tength become aware of the danger of the situation, I complied with his 
request, and T trast my action ith your approval. 
On the evening of Sunday, the 29th July, 1 
welcome intelligence that the Grand Vizier had re 
confirmed on the follow 





Tn conveying the above intelligenc 
from the Shali in which His Majesty by 





























ved unofiicially the most 
d, and) this was officially 
day. ‘The Sepahdar, who commands several regiments in 
‘olan, had heen warned by his officers that there was disaffection amon 
soldiers, who were threatening to join the refugees. Me at once informed the 
Visivs, who, alter consultation with the Minister of War and the Minister of the 
Court, sent his resizmation to the Shah, who at once accepted 

‘The departure of the Grand Vizier was received with unmitigated joy by Persians 
of all ranks, except a small clique at Court, who had joined with him in plunde 
thy people, and immediately a change for the better todk place in the situation, 

‘As Thad the honour to inform you in my telegrams of the 30th ultimo and 

ust, Nos. 203 and 205, the -Dowle! sively became Chief 

(* Reissi-Vozera”) and then He at once dispatched the head 
of the Kijar teibe, Azad-ul-Mulk, to treat with the Mollahs at Kun, and remained 
himself near Telnan to carry on the government of the country 

My chief difficulty was noyy the fact that the refugees and their vory numerous 
supporters lind entively lost all confidence in the Government, and declined to treat 
except through me, Tn these cireumstanees, have throughout taken no important 
step without being personally asked to do so by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who, being at 
his wits’ end, was glad cnotigh of my assistance and advice. Tt is probable that at 
first the Persian Government imagined that what the people really desired was the 
fall of the Atubox-i;Azimg but Lall along warned them that this was merely one of 
the demands put forward, that the Government was face to face with a revolution and 
not a mere strike, and that if they wished to avoid a calamity they would do well to 
Jisten cavufally to, aud it possible grant, the reasonable demands of the people. 

{i view of your telegram No, 104 of the 2nd instant, it was clear that no guarantee 
could bo given by the Pers ‘ernment through His Majesty's Legation. After a 
I ‘rence with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s son, Hussein Khan, 1 agreed to allow 
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him to visit His Majesty’s Legation, when it was arranged that he should read in my 
presence the Shak’ first Reseripts, the details of which T have given in my telegram 
No. 207 of the 4th August, At Hussein Khan's request I informed the leaders of the 
people that I could do no more for them, and I entirely declined to guarantee the 
execution of the Shah’s “Dastkhats.” I also telegraphed to the Mujtelied Seyed 
‘Abdullah at Kum urging him to return to ‘Tehran, 

The leaders of the people, after some days’ consultation, declined to accept the 
Shal’s Reseript regarding the consultative assembly, the wording of which was vague 
and ambiguous. ‘Two further Rescripts on the same subject were then issued, and the 
second one actually printed and posted up in the town, [twas torn down, and tho 
people again declined to accept it or to leave His Majesty's Legation. 

‘Things were now becoming very serious, and on the 9th August I was summoned 
to Sahibkeranieh, the Shah’s summer residence, where I found the Naib-cs-Sultanch 
(Minister of War and brother of the Shah), the Grand Vizier, and Prince Ala-cs- 
Salta ib, after warmly thanking me for all. I had so far done, frankly told 
me that the Persian Government were ina most awkward position, and asked my 
advice. I recommended that I should endeavour to indueo the refugees to send a 
deputation to the Grand Vizier, his Highness could then personally discuss the situation 
with them. I said that of conrse I must be able to guarantee that the lenders would 
not he molested, and the request for my intervention must come from the Persian 
Government. My suggestion. w: opted, and on Wednesday, the 8th instant, 
T accompanied the leaders to the G: 's country residence, 

After a long disenssion, in which I took no part except when questioned, an 
amended Reseripi was written out, and was on the 9th August signed by the Shah, 
‘he Reseript, translation of which is inclosed, orders :— 






















































1, The institution of a National A: composed of Princes, members of the 
Kajar tribe, Nobles, landed proprietors, Mollahs, merchants, and trade guilds, repre- 
sentatives to be elected by each class, 

2, hat this Assembly shall a 

submit its proposals thr 
signature and be subsequently enforced. 
. That Regulations for the Assembly are to be drawn up at once by the Grand 
Vizier in consultation with the representatives. 
. That the Assembly shall enforce the Mahommedan law. 
5, That the Reseript shall be published, 









ters to introduce reforms, and 
izier to the Shah to receive His 














‘The people in bast” at Tis Majesty's Legation received the news of the signature 
of the “Dastkhat” with great rejoicing, the document being real to them by the 
Grand Vizier’s son in the presence of Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché at His 
Majesty's Legation, ‘They dispersed the following day, leaving about 300 of their 
number, who are composed of the heads of guilds and of native bankers. ‘The former 
will, I trust, leave on the arrival from Kum of the Mujtebeds, ‘The Iattor have a 
separate claim against the Persian Government for 70,000 tomans, and may prove 
difficult to dislode, 

Ttis handly necessary to say that the garden has suffered terribly, and that the 
whole Legation has beon polluted by the residence for nearly a month of thousands of 
people—there being of course no means of adequately meeting this sudden all on our 
resources. 

It is too soon to offer any opinion as to whether the terms of the Shah's Reseript 
will be carried out in the near future. Tn a country like Persin an clective Assembly 
is at present almost inconceivable; but there is no doubt whatever that the people haye 
learnt their power, and are determined to shake off their oppressors. It ficant 
that there are in ‘Tehran a large number of agitators from the Caucasus, and that 

nts in Russia are most caretully watched. 
‘As T had heard that the Russian Legation had been informed that I was doing my 
best to prevent any one taking refuge there, I thought it well to see M, Hartwig, 
whom I assured that such stories were pure fabrications, and that far from keeping the 
““hastis” to myself I should be delighted to spare him a few thousand, if they could be 
induced to leave our grounds. 

‘The fact is tliat the Persians know very well that the Russians are themselves 
strageling for freedom, and that it would be useless to expect assistance from the 
‘Minister of an autocratic Power, ‘The Russian Legation even went so far as to offer, 
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through the Banque d’Escompte, a toman each to the refugees; but the few who 
accepted the bribe were, I am told, promptly beaten by the Seyeds. 

‘Most of my foreign colleagues have been interested spectators of the events of the 
last month, with the exception of the German Chargé d’Aifaires, Baron Richthofen, 
‘who has tried to make such mischief as he could between His Majesty’s Legation and 
the Persian Government. Since the fall of the Grand Vizier his claws, such as they 
are, haye been cut, and I do not think his efforts have been attended by much 
success. 

Tam informed that the Mujteheds arrive at Shah Abdul Azim to-morrow, and 
that fifty carriages have beeu sent out by the Government for their use. ; 

1 have the honour to inclose copies of correspondence with the Persian 
Government, together with a translation of the final “Dastkhat” issued by His 
Majesty the Shah, 

T hayo, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 135. 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
Your Excellency, July 20, 1906. 
I HAD the honour to inform you on Wednesday last that T had been varned 
that it was the intention of a number of the Shah’s subjects to take “bast” in His 


1. ‘hoy said that their lives and properties were no longer secure, and that. they 
wore boitig persceuted by the soldiers whom the Goyernment had thought fit to place 
in the barnnrs, 

2, ho merchants complained that, in the absence of the principal Ulema, they 
yore tinable to get contracts seated, and gencrally: to transact thefr business. 

3, Whoy demand. the establishment of Law Courts which must not be wholly in 
the hands of the officials in whom they have no confidence, ie 

4, ‘hoy decline to leave the protection of the British flag until their grievances 
ano redressed, 


T have the honour to request your Excellency to lay this note before His Majesty 
the Shah and to inform me of the result. 4 

{desire to make it quite clear to your Excelleney that [express no opinion as to 
the views and demands pat forward by the persons now in “bast” in His Majesty’s 
Legation, and take no responsibility for their presence there, which is an inconvenience 
tome, 

Sinco writing the above, I have heard that there are over 800 people at His 
Majesty's Legation, 

(Signed) BE, GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 135. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(iranslation.) 
it, July 22, 1906, 

T HAVE lad the honour to reeeive your note of the 20th instant, with regard 
to the porsons in your Legation, and T have submitted it to His Majesty the Shab, 
and, in answer, { lave the honour to say that the Ministers of the Imperial Govern- 
ment greatly regret that a number of persons should, on account of certain views, 
Haye gone to the Legation and haye caused trouble to your Excellency and to the 
Legation. 

‘Although your Excellency is aware of the answers to the groundless complaints 
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‘of these persons, I have the honour fo state them, in order to do honour to your 
represeniations in the matter, in the hope that, with your usual courtesy, you will 
express and explain them :— 


Firstly, they say that they will not have in the future security for their persons 
and property, and that they are persecuted by the Government soldiers, 1 would 
inform your Excellency that, up till now, no kind of interference whatever with these 
people has occurred), either with their persons or their properiy, and the Government 
has had no other wish but to protect. and assist them. If for some days soldiers woro 
placed in the bazaars of the fown, the only object was to protect. their shops and 
warehouses in view of the excitement of the populace, and to allow them, by the 
presence of the troops, to continue their avocations without disturbance, and as soon 
as the excitement subsided among the populace the soldiers were withdrawn, 

Secondly, with regard to the complaints of the merchants that, on account of the 
departure of the chiefs of the cleray, they: camnot get their contracts attestated, as 
every one knows, even if some of the chic? priests haye of their own accord departed 
with the intention of visiting the holy thresholds, the capital is not denuded of other 
priests who have always been referred to by the people, and a number aro ready to 
carry out the religious functions, 

‘Thirdly, with regard to the demand for a Court of Justice which should not be 
wholly in ihe hands of Government officials, ‘This is a matter of suxprise, as. from 
ancient times there have always been, and now exist, in all the provinces of Persia 
Courts of Justice, and after any one Ins referred his ease to the Courts of Justice it 

yoferred from them to the Ecclesiastical Court, and whatever Shari judgment 
given is carried out, It is clear that the Cow whore they 
are official Departments of the Government Administration, are in the hands of other 
than Government officials, 

Fourthly, with respect to their statement that they will not leave the protection 
of te British Government until their grievances aro redressed. Ti the people have 
taken stich a step in theirignorance, it is certain that your Excellency will, in view 


‘of your experience and good intention, take the necessary earo of these people, and as 
their complaints are, as your Excellency now observes, there is no doubt that you 
will, in view of the friendly relations existing between the two Governments and the 
Kindness of nature which yon possess, make these people understand the folly of their 
clions, and sfure’ them of Gis ponbAyel peoteuHon! aud aenatanon oe GlE GN 


‘ment so that they should return ina and seourity to their 
avocations and trades, and not give further troubl h Legation, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 135. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowlel, 
Your Excell July, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith three Petitions, as 
follows 


Britannie Majesty’s Legation, 
3, A general Petition addressed to myself, embodying the domands of all the 
persons now in refuge at His Britannic Majesty's Legation. 


Thave the honour to request your Excellency to lay these Petitions before tis 
Imperial Majesty the Shab, and to take note that T decline all responsibility for their 
contents, which in no way concern His Majesty’s Legation. 

T again have the Honour to point ont tat there are several hundreds of the 
subjects of His Majesty the Shah now encamped under the British flag, and to impro 
upon your Exeellency that their presence in is Majesty’s Legation is causing grave 
inconvenience. 

T desire to add that the Persian Government will be held responsible for any 
damage caused by these refugees to the premises of Lis Majesty's Lexatio 

Gigued) ~-B, GRANT DUER. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 133. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Doicleh, 
July 24, 1906, 
TIIAVE the honour to inform you that the number of “bastis” in His Majesty's 
Legation at chran amounts to-day to 5,000 persons. 
T request that your Excellency will be so good as to inform His Majesty the 
Shah of this, and Iét me know what steps the Persian Government propose to take to 
is serious state of affairs, 
‘od intelligence that several thousand women propose to take refuge 
nder the British flag. I am doing all I can to persuade the refugees not to 
allow this. 


(Signed) E, GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 5 in No, 135, 


Mr. E Grant Duf to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
cr July 26, 1906. 

T HAVE repeatedly had the honour to bring to your Excelloney’s notice the 
doplorable condition of aifairs now prevailing at His Majesty's Legation at Tehran, 
where the refugees hav. sed this morning to 8,500. 

Tam now instr Majesty's Governmont to inform your Exeelleney 
that it is for the ment to satisfy the people now in refuge under the 
British flag, and so put-an end to this very undesirable situation 

Sir Edward Grey informs me that he has had an interview with the Persian 
Qhargé @Affaires in London regarding the matter, and I haye no doubt that 
Majd-es-Sultancl has telegraphed the substance of his conversation to the Persian 
Government, 

T desire to warn your Excellency that the persons in “bast” are becoming 
impatient, and trust that at a very early date His Majesty the Shalt will be pleased to 
return a reply to thei Petition transmitted by me to your Excellency. 

T nced nob point out to your Excellency te danger of sieglecting to deal 
offectively and quickly with a sitiation which may before Tong become a danger to 
the State, 
sales celleney to place this communication before His Majesty the 
hah 

(Signed) E. GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 135. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
(vanslation,) 
(Private,) August 2, 1906. 

1 VISITED last night the people now in “bast” in His Majesty’s Legation in 
‘Wehiran, aud tried to induce their leaders to send a deputation to. His Majesty the 
Shall, ‘hey entirely declined to do so, and expressed their determination to remain 
in Iliy Majesty’s Legation until the Persian Government had given a suitable 
guarantee that the requests made in their Petition to the Shah would be granted. 
hey further announced their intention, should their grievances uot be redressed at 
an carly date, of bringing the whole matter before the British Houses of Parliament. 
(On Sunday last your Excellency requested mo, on belialf of His Majesty the Shah, to 
postpone my audience, which had been fixed for Monday, the 30th ultimo. 

‘Out of deference to His Majesty's wishes T consented to wait for four days before 
carrying out the instructions of His Majesty’s Government, 

‘that period will have elapsed by this evening, and unless I can receive an 
assurance from your Exeelleney that steps will be taken to induce the 14,000 people 
now in bast” to leave His Majesty’s Legation I shall be compelled to consider the 
desirability of again asking His Majesty the Shah for an audience. 


eS 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 135. 


‘Shak’s Rescript as finally Amended. 
(Translation.) ? 
‘To his Highness the Sadr Azam, 


(After preamble respecting the Shah's good-will towards his people and the necessity, 
for reforms in the State.) 


We have decided to institute in the capital of Tehran a National Consultative 
ssembly, composed of representatives of the Princes, the clergy, the Kajars, the 
Nobles, the aristocracy, the landed proprietors, the merchants, and the trade guilds, 
clected by the classes above named, so that the necessary assistance may be given in 
consultation on affairs of the State and kingdom and! on publie affairs to our trusty 
‘Ministors in their endeavours to bring about reforms for the good and weal of Persia. 
‘hey will be able to submit to us, in complete security and assurance. theit views 
for the weal of the State and nation and on public affairs, and the wants of the 
whole people of the State, to receive our signature and to be put into execution, 

Consequently you will draw up on this date, in accordance with this Reseript, 
the regulations and arrangements for this Assembly, as well as all the necessaries 
for its institution, with the approval and the signatures of the representatives, 80 that, 
vith the help of God, the Consultative Assembly, which is the upholder of our 
jnstice, will be opened and commence the necessary reforms in State affairs, and put 
into force the Holy “ Shari” (ecclesiastical) Jay 

Wo further command that a copy of this Reseript should be published and 
announced, in order that all our subjects should be aware of our good-will towards 
them, which is always directed towards the progress of the State aud nation of Persia, 

should continue to pray for us. 


Dated the 14th Jemadi-ul-Akher, 1824 (Shab’s birthday), (August 5, 1906), 





[29609] 136, 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(No. 262) 
(ielegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 8, 1900, 

LOAN to Persia, See your telegram No. 202 of the Slst August, 

T assume that, as several months have now elapsed sinee we definitely refused a 
Joan for which the Persian Government pressed us most urgently, other sources have 

ce then been tried; the renewed application to Russia is evidence that they have: 
fed to obtain anything. His Majesty's G ont are willing, however, to discuss 

the question of making an adyance in common, if, in the opinion of the Russian 
Government, there is any danger of the money being lent by any other source on 
terms by which undesirable complications would be introduced into Persian questions, 
Mr. Grint Duff would, in these circumstances, be instructed toascertain, in conjunction 
With his Russian colleague, how we can best socure that the money should be applied 
to objects of real necessity so the exact sum req 

Ifa loan is made now, L consider it should at any mite be confined to the bare 
necessities required in order to carry on for a short period. 1 assume that the Russian 
Government agrees to support the Valiahd as successor to the Shah, and in that event 
a loan might enable a better start to be made with a new Government. 

It would, in our opinion, however, be more useful to defer a big Ioan wot 
the present instability of the Persian Government consequent on the uncertainty of 
the health of His Majesty the Shab 





[29708] No. 137. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 3) 


(No. 207.) 
Sir, 


; Gulahek, August 14, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that the nswal official reeeption on the occasion 
of the Shah's birthday took placo on the 5th August at Sahib Keranie, His Majesty's 
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reception only lasted a very few minutes, and all the members of the 
Diplomatie Corps were much shocked by the Shab’s appearance. A 

Tis Majesty stood leaning upon a table, while one of his Chamberlains fanned him 
constantly. le did not, as usual, speak personally to each Represent 
official made a hurried round of the circle and murmered a few words of 
‘he health of the Heads of Missions. 

Ilis Majesty’ seemed to find considerable difficulty in speakin; his mouth is, 
drawn down on one side, his, breathing is difficult, and one of the foreign Representa 
tives afterwards remarked with truth, “ C'est une téte d’agonisant.” 

T have since heard that His Majesty was suffering from dropsy in addition to his 
other maladies, and that his whole body was affected as high as the elbows. From 
Tater information T hear that thi snbsided, and only exists now in one foot, aud 
that his general health has somewhat improved, but hopes are no longer held out of 
his ultimate complete recovery, and his doctors acknowledge that he is a dying man, 

and even for 
eneral 


Russian Cos: 
National Anthem. 
T have, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





(29709) 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 


(No, 208, Confidential.) 

Sir, Gulahek, August 14, 1906, 
WII reference to ry tolegram No, 203 of the 30th July, E have the honour to 
ainit «a Memorandum by: Mx, (i, Churchill, Acting Oriental Secretary of His Maje 
tion, on the careor of the now Grand Vizier. Tt was a 

that his IBjghness accepted oflice, as leis well aware of the almost insuperable difficult 

Which ho will have to encounter, vis probable that he was p i pt the 

post by his sous, Mushir-ul-Mulk, Persian M St. Petersburgh, and Hussein 

Khun, who aots 1s his father’s private secretary 
‘Mhe aducated, ambitions web, amd should exercise « ood influence 

over the Grand Vizier, especially as regards the relations between the Persi 

Govern reign Powers. 

Mushir-od-Dowloli is at present also Minister of Foreign Affairs, but it is probable 
that ho will not retain that office, which his been offered to, but not yet accepted by, 
the present Persian Minister in London. 

Tinelose his Highness’ photograph, which may be of interest. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) | EVELYN GRAND DUFF. 


SS 


Inclosure in No. 138. 


Memorandum by Mr, Churchill respecting the Sadr Azam, Nasrullak Khan, 
Mushir-ed-Dowlel. 


(Confidential,) August 7, 1906. 

‘DHE Mushir-od-Dowleh was born about 1845, ani is, therefore, about sixty years 
of age. 

Ao originates from Nain, a district hetweon Kashan and Yezd, where his groud- 
father was a member of a sect of Dervishes 

He entered the Foreign Office as a junior clerk in the seventies, and was in charge 
of the Russian Department for some years. 

He recaived tho title of Mushirul-Mulk in 1801, and being rapidly promoted 
by the Amin-es-Sultan, was appointed Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs abont 1893. 
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He was subsequently appointed “Verir Lashker,” or Chief Accountant, to the War 
Office and held the post until 1899. 

On the departure of the then Foreign Minister, Mohsen Klan Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
for Europe in 1809, he took over the control of the Foreign Office from that official, 
and on the death of the latter the same year he was appointed Foreign Minister with 
the higher title of * Mushir-ed-Dowleh,” which is not, howover, a title officially eonnected 
with the office, as commonly supposed, His eldest son, Hassan Khan, at the same time 
became Mushir-ul-Mulk, 

‘The Mushieed-Howleh conducted the Foreign Office for seven years, from 1809) 
until 1906, with considerable tact and judgment, Tt isa remarkable fet that although 
he has had practically no education, knows no foreign Iaiguage, and has never left 

le to grapple aud deal with the many complicated international 
rable from the office lie held. 

During lis tenure of office as Foreign Minister, the Amin-esSullan was Prime 

ister for the first four ind the Ain-ed-Dowleh during the | The 

contl in 1902 during his term of 
office 1, Mushirul-Mulk was, during part of the time, Persian Minister 
in St. Petersburgh. ‘The fact that the so-called Russian loan policy of the Amines 
-ed-Dowleh was Foreign Minister, and while his son 
im under the suspicion of beg a’ Russophile. ‘Tho 
fact also that he was for some years, in his early carcor, head of dhe Russian Dep: 
ment in the Foreign Ollice, gave his detractors a further opportunity of discrediting 
him in English oy -d-Dowwleh, like most, Persian statesmen, is pro 
gove ly by self-interest, and hitherto he lias obtained more from Russ 
from England. 

‘The more the Mushired-Dowleh's two, sons have 1 niropean 
education, are energetic and progressive in their views, is apotent factor in his favour, 
pointing to reforms in administration now that he has become Prine Mu 

ssa Khan, Mushir-ul-Mulk, is about thirty-five years of age and speaks Ruts 
Foreign Offico under his father before | 
appointment to St. Petersburgh, and introduced a system into that Dep: 
it-had never before ki The archives, and. practically tho whole aystem of 
uropean lines. 
lulk, is about thirty years of ago, and knows French 
ly dis father as Chief of the Voreign Ministor’s 
is return from Europe a few 
nshit-ed-Dowlch liad for some months been one of the candidates for the 
office of Grand Vizier, but it was thought by many people that he would nov accept 
it. He was appointed Chief of the Ministry on the 30th July and “Sadr Avan,” or 
Grand Vizier, the following day, with the title of *Ashref,” or Highness. He retains 
the post of Foreign Ministor for the time be 


G. P, CHURCHILL. 
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Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 0) 


Gulahek, August 16, 1906, 
B the honour to transmit to you herewith the Monthly Summary of Events 
in Persia, which have wot been recorded in separate despatches. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnelosure in No. 139. 
Monthly Summary, August 16, 1906. 


Tehran, 


1, LITTLE of interest has occurred in Tehran or in the provinces besides the 
Popular movement culminating in the dismissal of the Grand Vizier, Ain-ed-Dowleh, 














on the 20th ultimo, and the issue of the Shah’s rescript of the 5th August, as reported 
‘upon fully: in a separate despatch. A ieee 

2. The Shah's birthda rated on the 5th instant, and His Maj 
received the Corps Diploma siial, His Majesty was observed to be looking: 
ery ill, and his present condition is reported upon separately. On the evening of the 
itl instant His Tmnpe NaibesSultanch, Minister for War, the Shah's 
Drother, gave w ditmer to the Co que sind the principal members of the 
Huiropean Colony. ‘There wus a display of fireworks as usual. 


Meshed, 


1. A Persian t ist at Mes liad been useful in 
the past to THis Majesty's Co ed is post atthe 
instance of the Russian Legation 
Giving to his constant opposition to their effor 
and othor lines in Khorassin, Tis Maj 

i £ Tolegraphson the subject, who has promised to give Ovanessoll 

compensation, 
Phe sow ok the Persian ‘Telegraph Di ied wi 
and reported that the wire from Darige entored the Russian 
le Parsian ofice, his has since been altered, 
Ue Meshedi Yousnl, a ‘Durk said to hold both Russian i ports, left 
Mealied at tho end ofafine for Herat, He is believed to be a Russian Agent. 
is Majesty's Acti eral Reports that Captain Watson, on special 
duis ‘ind, compliius of the attitude of the Persian doctor, Hussain Lhe 
fithors from the vports he lity seecived that there isa good deal of pro 
at work in Birjond, 
5. Whee hnudved camoltoads of Indian sugar have arri shod, and, as 

Indian sugar rarely finds its way’ fo Meslied on account of the cheapness of Ri 

mnamufactured suggir, ibis satisfictory to uote the success of this, 


‘Turbatei-Haidari.. 


1, Captain Keyes called on Satd-es-Sultaneh, forme 
‘Voluun, who was lately, expelled from the eapital by the 
oficial will probably: iow return to Tehran. 


Seistan, 


1, Lieutenant Daukes reports that on the 11th June he witne 
‘(the Bunjaris in connection with the riots in Soi March and the attack on the 
ry, Xe, With rogard to the punislinent of the ringleaders of the 
ations aro now in progress, and 1 proposals have been made 
iltanicl, the Special Comissi wut by the Persian Government 
‘here now seems a likelihood of this troublesome case 


ich had ocenrred between the British and Russian 
‘pute between their respective subjects about a plot 
1 satisfactorily arranged, after a reference to Tehran, by friendly 

exchange of views on the spot. 


Shiraz. 


1. The Alaed-Dowleh as, as he anticipated, found the task of governing Fars 
extremely difficult owing to the intrigues of Prince Shoa-e-Sultanch, who refuses to 
rolinquish his ill-gotten gains there without a severe struggle, From Mr. Grahame’s 
roports it is cluar that Shon-es-Sultaneh is inaking it as difficult as he can for the 
Alvoi-Dowleh to rostore tranquillity, [tis unfortuiate, however, that the Aln-ed- 
Dowloh sens to have been somewhat prejudiced against Mr. Grahame, and intriguers 
Hoein to have die theie best to. make matters worse. A telegram received on the 
Tuk instant front Mr, Grahame sliows that cordial relations have been now res 

aud the Aln-elDowleh has asked Mx, Grahame to report his difficulties to the 
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ogatiow in the hope that His Majesty’s Changé d’Affaires would strengthen his hands. 
Mr. Grant Duff has accordingly addressed the Grand Vizier on the subject, and as 
the people threaten agin to take refuge at the Consulate in Shiraz the matter has 
Hecome a serions one. Ttwill be Mr. Grant Daff'sondeavourto help the Ala-eil-Dowleh 
in preventing the people from again taking sanctuary at the Consulat the only 


way: to do this is apparently to force the Shoa-es-Sultanch to relinguish the Crown 
Jands he had obtained in Fars when last Governor-General of that province, 


Isfahan. 


1, Mr, Barnham has had trouble with his Indian sowar ese 
married without previous sanction, and are boing sent 
2 Messrs, Lynch Brothers report that two of their caravans, carrying goods to 
Isfalian and Tehran, have been robbed on the Bakhtiari road by some Knhgelu 
mien, ‘Thirty-five mules with loads, gear, and personal effets, have been robbed, 


‘avo of whom got 


Tabrees. 


Mr. Wratislaw reports that the conduet of the Mamash Wo retired to 

afier the occupation of Pasva by the ‘Turks, has heeome so outrageous that the 

Persian Government is considering the advisability of removing them elsewhere, ‘The 

Kurds in the dist . ntinue to be kept in 
order by the Turks, but those living to the north of Urmia are quite beyond control, 

2, Teavould appear that the sympathy shown by the elergy of Tabrooz with their 

1 at Teliran in the recent movement was always under the control and with the 

il of His Imperial High nderstanding with 


it no demonstration should hy made which would be likely to lead to riots. 
V 


Kermanshah, 


Wien the news of the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s dismissal from tho office of Prime Mi 


reached Kermanshal on the 30th ultimo, sgreat demonstrations of joy wore made, and 
the town was iluminated, 


Bagdad, 


‘Mhe new Persian Consul-General, Ya 

the clergy at Kerbela, He caused somo exci ch 
subject who hiad got into trouble ancl had obtained the 

Shia priests, 


ily treating a Porsian 
protection of ono of dhe leading 


‘The following matters have rate despatches : 
200 August 4 Teal Yex 
mT Assault on Zieh 
202 Seinin disturbance 
203 His Tnyperial Hig 
towards elerieal movement 
Dito it 


Lagation bug 

Dikrey Pets 

Pav Sag to jucdion iy eae fo 
rv ae erst 


(Signed) EP. CHURCHILL, 
‘Acting Oriental Seoretary, 





{1660} 2F 
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Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 
(No, 210.) 
Gulakek, August 16, 1906. 
2 of the 30th ultimo, T have the honour 
the resignation of the Mtabeg- 
is Highness! career. 
ith ummixed joy all over Persia, 
tion of relief, 


post of Ci hi 
claborate reforms, Not onl irely failed to, fulil his promise 
left his conntiy: both finane ively ina far worse position than it 
ivats when hie rose to pov . 

cis hardly necessary to say: that British interests suffered greatly at his hands, 
Te carried obstruction 80 far that since liis full Prince Nlaces-Sultanch confidentially 
informed me that it was owing to tho Grand opposition that even trifling debts 
Owing by the Shah to London tradesmen were left umpaid. 

flis Highness is so hated in the conntry that a. prominent Mollah yesterday 
informed mo that it is by nom that he will be killed, It is practical 
cortain that he ywill be made tod ‘ge portion of the money he has robbed 
from the State and from the people. - 

As will be scon from the: inclosed photograph his Highnoss is a man of striking 
appearanee.® He had remarkably. good manners when he chose, Personally 1 was 
on good terms with hin. until thé refusal of His Majesty's Government Inst winter to 
Tend Thin money, a decision which lio, quite unjustly, put down. to iny inf 

Te was sit all times difficult and even dangerous to do, business with hi 
is ungeruputousness and justly famed, even ina country 
where: trutlh and ho 

His whole objuct’ in life appeared, to be the amassing of money. He hated 
Kuropeans, and except for ong short journey last year knew nothing of foreign 


Tnelosure in No. 140. 


Memorandum by Mr. Churchill respecting his Highness Sultan Mojid Mi 
ed-Doveleh, Atabeg-i 


(Contidential,) 

‘NIE exCvand Vizier was Dorn about 1847, and is therefore nearly 60 y 
of age. 

Ho is won of the late Muchul Mira, Azal-ed-Dowleh, anda grandson of Fatt 
Ali Shah, ‘he title of “Azad * ns ta jerred upon the Ain-ed- 
Dowleh’s only son, who 

His Highness was with the Shah in Tabrees before Hi ty came to the 
throne, and hcl at different wus Dopity Governorships in the Province of 
Azerbaijan, Whon His pr “init to the throne in 1896 the Ain-ed- 
Dowleh wus appointell Master of the Horse, Bolus His Majesty’s son-in-law, and i 
great favourite, le soon obtained higher promotion, He was appointed, ( 
General of Arahistan and Luristan in 1899, and subsequently became Governor of 
Mehran and Minister of Crown Domains, both, most Tnerative posts. 
Goyemior he showed some success, 1g with turbulent 
his excessive rapacity caused much. vn in the capital during hi 
which lasted ti! 1905. is Highs iF the principal opponents of the Grau 
Vizier, Amin-es-Sultan, whos ped to bring about in September 1903, 
when he became hivad of the ihe title of Minister of the huterior. He 
waa promoted to the title of “Sadr Azam,” or Grand Vizier, in January 1004, 


* Not printed. 


ll 


accompanied the Shali to Europe in 1905, and on His Majesty's return, to Persia he 
received the title of “Atabeg-i-Avam,” which had been formerly held by his predecessor, 
Amin-es-Sultan, 

Tle created a great many enemies hy his overbearing manner, and was generally. 

liked at Court, His only supporter was the Minister of the Court, Amir Behadur 

Jang, who had great influence with the Shah. ‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh's policy was, 
apparently, to line his own pockets and to allow his friend Amir Behiadur to do the same, 
Dut to restrain the rest of the Ministers, Governors, and hangers on with all his power. 
‘The result was that he possessed only this one supporter, who was powerful enough to 
keep him in office until the nnited opposition, with the help of the clergy and tho 
inereantile classes, brought about his downfall through the events of the past month. 

‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh’s foreign relations during his (iree years’ term of office were 

characteristic of the man. Hestubbornly set his face against foreign fh 

‘ance from the outset, When face to face with tho difficulties resulting from the 
Shali’s third visit to Burope, he tentatively negotiated with both Russia and Bu 
Dut his excessive caution and want of initiative rendered the negotiation: 
then tun s, the Belgian Minister of Customs, but treated that official with 
‘auch want of confidence that nothing came of the discussions, and! Persian tin 
became more and more involved. ‘The financial situation he lias left for his suce 
to deal with is critics his Highness retires to private life with an 


G. P, CHURCHILL, 
Gulahek, August 14, 1906. 
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Mr. E. Grant Duff (0 Sir Edicard Grey—(Received September 3.) 


(No. 214), 
Si 


Gulahek, August 16, 1906. 
T HAVE the honour {o inclose a translation by Mr. Churchill and Abbas Kult 
Klian of a Lavy promulgated by the Persian Government: relating to jurisdiction in 
civil and criminal eases in which foreign subjects are implicated. 

you are no doubt aware, since 1828 the procedure in such eases has been 
governed by the Treaty of Tourkmanchai. 

‘According to Articles VII, VIE, and TX of that ‘Treaty, it, is Inid down t 
when a Russian subject is concerned in a civil or criminal case in which  Porsian. 
subject is also implicated, the matter is brought before the Hakim or Governor and 
triedl in the presence of the dragoman of the Russian Mission or Consulate, as the caso 
may bes 

Mtn practice, British eases of a similar ind have in ‘Cehran always heen tried i 
the Foreign Office Tribunal before « Persian official assisted by His Majesty's V 
Consul, In the provinces such cases are heard before the Karguzar (the Foreign 

t) and His Majesty’s Consul-Genoral or Consul. 
more unsatisfactory than the present arrangement can well be imagined. 
‘The Persian official chosen is almost invariably eoxrupt, has had no legal edueation of 
any Kind, and few Orientals have any abstract sense of justice. ult is. that the 
British official assisting in the hearing of a ease often totally disagrees with his Pers 
colleague, and s mnt becomes impos i 

‘Phe present law apparently transfers the (Tribunal from the Peisian Foreign 
Office, where by custom it has always sat, to a separate Court, composed of a Judg 
{vo assistants, and a clerk, Foreign subjects will be tried before this Tribunal in 
the presence of their Consui or dragoman, but the Judze alone, it would svom, will 
pronounce seiitence, which will then be cavried out by the Legation of the country to 
Which the foreign subject belongs, 

‘Phis would mean’that a British subject could be condemned in costs or ton form 
of imprisomnent by a Judge usually quite ignorant of Jaw and almost coitainly 
bribable. 

Trveeived the Persian version of the Law from the Mushired-Dowleh without a 
covering note of any kind, I have replied in a communication, copy of which T have 
the honour to forward, tht I eannot accept this departure from the procedure inaugu- 
rated by the Treaty of Lourkmanchai without the instructions of His Majesty's 
Government, and that until such instructions are received 1 shall continue as heretofore 
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to vefer to the Foreign Office Tribunal cases in whieh British subjects and Persians are 
implicated. A 
‘The Russian Minister informs me that he has declined to accept the inclosed 
Taw. 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


——— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 141, 


Laws relating to Persian Jurisdiction in Civil and Criminal Cases in which Foreign 
Subjects are implicated, 

(Peanstation.) 
Ta thy nane of Got the All-merciful 


WH, by the will of Go, King of Kings and Absolute Ruler of all the Kingdoms 
of Persia, in view of the Royal favour with which we have always regarded our 
faithful subjects, and in order fo strengthen the edifice of friendship towards the 
friendly Powors who have Representatives at our Court, onler to extend justice 
und to carry out the Inws hetween our own sub ners residing in Persi 

sommnded the following 


Aienione T.—The Institution of « Tribunal. 


Section 1, ‘ho menibers of the vibunal will he composed of one Judge (President 
of the Tribunal), tivo assistants, one clerk, and one chief attendant. In criminal 
one of the assistants will be deputed by the President to conduct 
investigation. 

Si ‘As soon as the 


ient 

See. 3, Should the President of (he ‘Tribunal be unable to attend, hi 
Will take his pla ates, and inquiry and inyestigation will be 
hythem, ‘the clerk of the responsible for the corresponience of the 
‘Nribunal, and must be pres fries and take a précis of the verbal or 
written depositions of p the case before the Court. All 
the records, copie Couet are in his keeping. 

A, LP aivcess 

See, Servant of the Court, and will be in attendance 
Aung the inquiries and in Tle will maintain order during the examina- 
tion of witnesses and daring tl ions. He will be responsible for serving the 
Orders of the Tribunal and for summoning persons to the Court in cases where these 
fro Persian subjects, Morcign subjects will he dealt with by their respective Legations 
in eases of summonses and orders. 

Tn case of necessity the chief attendant will haye one or more assistants. 

Seo. al Counsellor of the Foreign Olfice will inquire into the legal 
aspect of c the ‘Tribunal, or of matters submitted to that Department in 
faecordance with the orders of the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


Aniouy If. —altributes of the Tribunal, 


Seo. 7. Dv any suit where one party is a foreign subject and the other party a 
Porsisn subject, tho trial of the caso must be referred to the ‘Tribunal, | Suits 
concerning landed property between. Persian and ‘Tarkish subjects must be referred to 
tho Tribunal of the Interior, In criminal cases, if the criminal is a Persian subject, 
the inquiry and judgment concems the Tribunal ; if the eviminal is a foreign subject, 
the inquiry will be held at the xibunal. All criminal cases coneernii sh 
subjects will he referred to the ‘Tribunal of the Interior. 

Seo, 8. In case it is necessary to hold a fresh trial, the Minister for Foreign 
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‘Adairs, in conjunction with the Forvign Legation to whielt the foreign subject party 
in the suit is amenable, having decided the matter, a fresh trial will be held, under 
the presidency of some one to be chosen by the Foreign Minister. 


Anton LIT—Arrangement of Tribunal. 


See. 9, The parties having a suit to bring before the Tribunal will be summoned, 
the Persian subjects by the Tribunal authorities and the foreign subjects by the 
tions to which they are amenabl 
See. 10, The Persian subjects will be summoned in the name of the President of 
the Court, but foreign subj be summoned by tlie Legation to which they are 
‘amenable, and the summons will he as follows: firstly, the dates secondly, the dese 
‘df the plaintiff, personal name and family name, profession, abode and place of 
thirdly, deseription of the defendant, personal and family name, profession, 
nil place of residence: fourtlily, the nature of the suit; fifthly, the Conrt 
decided upon; sixthly, delay allowed within which to atten 
11. ‘The representative of the Court or his assistant must present the 
summons at Teast three days before attendance is required at Court but; sometimes, 
jn case of urgency, it is admissible to give shorter notice than three days ; and if the 
residence of the defendant is not in the Province of ‘Tehran, one day must be added to 
the grace allowed for attendance for each 5 farsakhs. 


Public Tribunal. 


‘The Constitution of the Court and. Maintenance of Order. 


See, 12, The parties to a suit must sittend personally at the Tribunal, or si 
representative duly authorized in writings and should they wish to discuss their 
between them, re at libe st not transuress the laws of 

erve respe 


If thi 


ns who ae p 
and must as ‘ible not interfere with the agreem 
contending parties, the romarks of the President or advocates, or of thy interpreters of 


will be permitted to interfere in the proceedings besides: the 
President thie advocate on cither side, the Consuls ov interpreters, or the persons who 
the discussion of their ease. 
‘Nhe President will he empowered to expel from the Court any person 
1 the proceedings and eausing a distiirbance after having called’ them to 
order unsticeessfully, 
‘Seo. 17. The President will first invite the plaintift or his counsel to s 
nid will, secondly, ask the defendant to put forward his defence. Aft ( 
I listen to the statement of the counsel on either side and of the Consul or 
interpreter of the foreign subject. 
‘Ho 18. When both parties, their counsel, the Consul, ani interpreter have 
stated thoir eases, the President will declare the proceodings at an end, 
See. 19, ‘The President can onder that the documents relating to the ease should 
be temporarily deposited with him for purposes of inquiry aud discussion. 


Respecting Inquiries, 


Sev. 20. Should the depositions of the two parties be in conflict, and should they 
not he able to prove their case by evidence, the President, after specifying the point 
at issue, will order that witnesses be called to prove the point, 
the day fixed the witnesses will attend at Court, and after stating 
age, name, and residence will declare whether they are related to; and 
2G 
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the degree of thei 
servieo of either pa 
but the truth, 
emitted perjun 
ays of his count 


if proved to have been 

t or by marringe of both 

the partners in a cise relating to the 

partnership  Uhe-exeeitor in a case relating to. the execution of the will; the mastor 

for the servant: the servant for the masters in general, any persons bribed or menaced 
by cither party in the sui 

See. 23. ‘Mhe depositions of the above persons, although 
without promiso on thoir part (fo tell the truth), and the 
information only. 

Seo, 24, ‘Che depositions of the witnesses, whether in the presence or the absence 
Of the purties to the suit, must be heard separately, but the defendant may ask that 
the dopisitions of the witwesses be made in his pr 

Seo, 25. Won witnesses are making their depositions they will not ne permitted 

ud from alates previously prepared, “Whe Clerk of the Couct will take notes of 

depositions, and will réad them out to the wituesses, who must declare whether 
ements, 

Sec. 26, During the reading of the proceedings of the Court the wit mi 
Court mak such changes or additions as are necessary for proviug the truth of the 
case, he or additions will be added to, the written statements either at the 
ond or in the margin, and will be read to the witnesses, who will sien or 
same; but if the witnesses should not be able or should not wish to 
the document, the fact will he noted in the statement of the Court's proceeds 

27. ‘the partivs to the suit have not the right to interrupt the witnesses, but 
tor their depositions the President can make certain necessary inguivies of the 
Witnesses nb the request ot cither party, of their counsel, of the counsel or of the 
interpreter of the foreign subject in the caso, orof his own ae 

Seo. 25, Tnall enses whew the fi s necessiny to prove the 
statomonts of witn daties, to usurpation of 
Januls, to eases eonneet rt Will, if necessary, be 
transferred to the local here be called to make 
their depositions, 


Inspection anid Recognition of Localities, 


See. 20). Th ease it should ho necessary to ing condition of a locality or to 
jue the amount of da ned hy ifl, the President of the Court 
can order an inspection, eithcr by himsell or by one of fants, in the prasicnce 
af both parties, 
Sco. 0, If in uspieeting n locality or valuing the damages the President should 
find cortain outside information nee ke fo tho spot two or more 
experts (o advise hin, 


Investigations veluting to Writings and Seale, 


See. 81. ‘The Fresident of the Court uiny, it necessary, investigate writings and 
seals, 

See. 82. ‘The abore investigations having heen onered, the papers of which the 
writing aud seals niguiro investigation, will he submitted in Court to an expert 
appointed by the President, who ww cco {o investixate in the presence of the 
Consul or interpreter of tie forwign subjects, 


‘The Decisions of Experts. 
Seo, 38. Should the réport of an expert he necessary, the same will be especially 


ordered, and the subject of the report will he stated, 
See. 84, When the President issues an oner declaring the neeessity of an expore 
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upon one or more experts, the same 


hof agree as to the nomination of experis, their 
dent, aiid in this ease the President will wive their 
names to the Legation of the foreign subject in the ease. 
3 The experts must undertake to give an entively truthful opinion without 
eo or fear, 
xports cg ied for the samo reasons as witnesses 
) 


ie experts may not be disqualified unless they are choson by the 


39. The party to the snit desiring to disqualify an expert must do so with 
Proper. proof Deforo the expert has made his report. He must cither prove. the 
iteation personally on with witnesses ; otherwise, after the submission of the 
Teporis an expert will note permitted by the Court {0 be disqi 
40. ‘he disqualification may be contested. Tn this ¢ twill 
investigate the objections in the presence of the Consul or interpreter of to fovwven 
Subject, snd can demand proofs by the production of witnesses, 
See. 41, Tf the disqualification of tho exports is accepted, the President will order 
their il will himself appoint one or move new experts. 
; fan expert does not accapt: his nomination, ov if he does not appear 
ted day and otir, the partics to the suit will agree to the nomination 
, or otherwise the Pr n appoint an expert onder te above 


conte to-a decision by majority, anid will only supply one 
4, ‘The original report of the experts must, be kept in. the axehives of the 


Sec, 15. Should the Court consider the expert report insulliciont or useless 
sroncouts oF filse, one or more new experts may he appointed on the above conditions, 


fad the new experts’ may make certain’ aneeossary inquiries from tio previong 
experts, 


Tugnents, 


See, 46. ‘The julgment of tlie Court must bo given immediately: in. the: prosone 
of th ® fo tho suits hut tho President of the Court may, if inquities into the 
postpone judgment until after the inquiry, 
Judgment will state the amo of the President of the Court, the 
us, and residences of the parties to tho suit, a summary of their 
statements and their proofs, 2 summary of the inquiry, and the rensove for: the 
judgment, 
Se te Ge iudamnont must be signed: by the Peosidont of the Court and Hy thy 
Clerk of the Court, and the sume noted in, the minutes of the proceedings, 
hom 1% Mhe Clerk may give copies of the judgnionts to any one who asks for 
them, 
Sec. 50. ‘The parties to the suit must be informed of the fadgment arrived ab 
alter the sitting in their absenes, and they will be supplied with 4 copy of the 
judgment. 


Auareny 1V.—Penal Court, 
Sec. 51. Persian and foreign subjects who have been’ subject to an assault. or 
¢rimo can apply for proceedings and for compensation, and ean ‘have their eases heard 
by the President of the Court or his assistant, who is algo, empowered to try the vace, 
and can claim the amount of compensation (ste seotion 7), 
See. 52. The cases of foreign subjects must he referred to the Minister’ for 
Affairs by the Legation to which the plaintiff is amenable, and the Minister 
ign Affairs will inform the President of the Court (gee section 7). 
<\ Persian subject who. has been subjected to a erime or an assault by a 
n subject can lay his claim before the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the lator 
must see to the due reparation for the office in direct communication with the 
Legation to which the foreign subject is amenabl 
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The Hearing of Witnesses. 





4, The assistant deputed to hear the case must summon to the Court the 
persons inilicated by the plaintiff, or the persons who have coxnizance of the assault or 
Grime or its consequences. Foreign subjects will be summoned by the Legations to 
which they are amenable, 
‘i witnesses svill be summoned by, the representatives of the Court, 
wavil separately by the investigator aided by a clerk, Witness 
are foreigin subjects will be summoned by their Legations. 

| Whe depositions of witnesses must he in conformity with s 
Phe investigator whi holds the Will inquire the person an 
and will make inqui itisty himsell 
he questions and answers of witnesses will 




































vith sections 26 and 27. 
the written depositions 
nust be signed by the Judge, 

Additions between the lines, 
ried will be considered null, 





auditions Hetween the lines are pern 
esses, ATL erasures and marginal notes 





wil 





ator, anit clerk as well as the witness hi 








‘ail erasures not count 





marginal note 





Interrogation of Accused and Offender 








Seo. 59, Mhe assistant of the Court who holds the ing 
house of the accused, make certain investigations, look into his papers and documents, 
and in geneval make'any inquities necessary for the purpose of elucidating the trath, 
Should theaceused born foreign subject the inquiry will ho made in the presence of 
thie representative of the Constilate ot Legation to which he is amenable. 

Sco. G0. If it should be found that the accused lias hidden his documents or 
with the foregoing section, proceed to 





y may proceed to the 





















papers, the investivator may, in aeeordane PFO 
investigate, but in doing so. he must. so sumange as to do nothing which might be 
fo the honour and status of the defendant. 













16 th 
‘and ifn foreign subject he will | 
Should thore be secret proofs of th 
Count, the jor Inayy_ use any 
rom evading justi 
the criminal, i a Po 
Soe, 62, Tf the aceus 
will he asked to detain hi 
Sco. 63, ‘ho investigator will inform the accused of the accusation against him, 
and will proceed to conduct the interrogation in the presence of his counsel should 
he have chosen one, ‘Whe weeused may demand that his witnesses should not be asked 
to depose (sie). 


ised isa Persian subject th igator will. summon him, 
ummoneil by the Legation to whielyhe isamenable. 
guilt of thie accused, amd he should not appear i 
¥ Scheme in order to prevent tlie accused 

1 immediately arrest 

























is amenable 




















See, Gi. ‘Tho investigator may himself onder the carrying out of any 
necessary to elucidate the truth, and especially to have the accused me 
examined in order to fix the degree of his responsibility, or in order to fix the 








Amount of damages owing to the plaigtilf’s being prevented from attending his 
work, he damages must be estimated according to the personal stauding of the 
plantitf, and the inedical evidence will be followed with respect to the above-mentioned 
laintift, 

Bi eu) 65, THe tor will Keep the President of the Court informed of all 
documents and inquiries connected with the preliminary investigation. All the 
documents relating to the case will be collected in a special “dossier” in the secretariat 
Of tle Court so that when necessary the accused or his counsel, the 
Consul or interpreter of his Legation, or the plaintiff’ may refer to them. When the 
Court decides that the accusition against the accused is founded, and considers it 
necessary to prosecute him, he must he summoned without an intermediary should 
ho be a Persian subject, and through the Legation to which he is amenable should he 
do a foreign subject, 




















































Presence of Accused at the Tribunal. 


Se 
and 1. 
Sec. 67. The person summoned must appear i i 

must appear in person, but lie may bring a 
counsel. Should he not appear, the judgment will be given in default, Should the 
plaintiff or accused be a foreign subject, his Consul or the interpreter of his Legation 
must he present in Court in accordance with sections 18, 14, 15, and 16. . 





66. The simmons to accused persons will be in conformity with sections 10 









Procedure of Investigation, 





ec. 68. The witnesses who deposed at the pre 
posit Afterwands the plaintiff will. state 
state his answer, and if his witnesses are accepted 1 

e President of the Court will immediatel 
judgme 









inary inquiry will again make 
his case, and the accused must 
produce them, After that 
ginent; but le may give 
















ee si fon 21, 
‘Their statements will be noted in the acconnt of the proceedings. ‘Their pe onal 


hames, age, occupation, and residence will also be noted, 
70. The disqualification of witnesses will be in necordance with sections 22 













Sudgments, 


snot, 7H Therendering of judgments will bo in necordanco with sootions 42 to 50, 
Tein y 
See. 72, In ease the condemned person is a Pe 
Court s for his immediate arrest. 





jan subject, the President of the 









Oppositions to Judgments in Default, 


See, 78. A person condemned in default may appeal against the 
such appeal must be made in writing to the Court: the time for such appeal, in case 
the detendant is on the spots will be ton days and if not on the spot, a further delay. 

will he allowed after the judgment has be 
on that the defendant cannot adduce an excus 





ilgment, and 






















accordance with “shar” (Is! 
Whe aboye Taw i 

the Karguzars in other provinces in Persia, 
Our Minister for Forvign Mfairs must inform the Ministers Plenipotonti 
jaws they will ho put 

















Tnclosure 2 in No. 141, 











Mr, E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
Your Highness, spade eee 


High August 15, 1906, 
YOU were recently so gool as to communicate to me a copy of’ a Law, 


promulgated by order of His Majesty the Shali, relating to civil and eriminal ca: 
which foreign Subjects are implicated, 

_ As the above Law affects the procedure laid down in the Treaty of ‘Tourlonanchat 
whieh at present governs cases in which British aud Persian subjects ate implicated, 
T have the honour to inform your Highness that Iam unable to accept it without 
previous reference to His Majesty's Government. 

Fone d secre, te decision of His Majesty's Principal Seoretary of Stato for 
ign Affairs, I shall continue, as before, to refer cases in which British subjeo 
‘concerned to the Foreign Office Tribunal. Soe age 





in 

























{1660} 




















118 





(29798) No, 142. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bavoard Grey. 





(Received September 3.) 





Therapia, August 28, 1006. 
of the 18th instant, I directed Mr. Lamb to 
rs what basis the atements 
fisires at Tehran to the effect 
1 retired to Sulimanieh, anit that Ottoman 





pt of your telegram No. 15 
inquire of the Minister for Foreign Afi 

the telegram from His M 
that the Turkish Frontier Commissioner 
Mena 
plied that Hoth statements were absolutely unfounded. ‘The 
‘Turkish Commissioner had, indeed, made a suggestion that he should: be permitted to 
return to Mosul, and that the Per ners might folloyy him there for the 

























Commis 












purpose of negotiation, but this suggestion bad at once been recognized to be absurd. 
histruc aecoringly been telographed to, him insmediately, pointing out. that 





the work of the Commission cond only hie carried on on the spot, and dire 
main at Passova aud proceed at once with the joint deliberations, 
As to the reported collection of taxes in Mergawar, his Excell 





i him to 








gave a positive 
























iisstamed) hit the inquixies whieh Tad been inade had sliowa that there was no 
foundation for such w statement, 
Thave, & 
igned) R. O'CONOR, 
[29699] No, 143, 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Biboard Grey —(Received September %,) 

(No, 230.) 
(Pelewraphie.) Ps Tehran, September 2, 1906 

MIR Porsian Government are said here to have applied for a Town to 





St. Petorsburgh a fortnight 





aul to be still awaiting the Russian Gover 






(Seeret,) 

M. Nis openly made a stitement to the above effect not Io 
confined by high officials of dhe Court. If this story is 
conilict in tho matter of the Meshed-Scistan line would be accounted for. 


‘Nhe Covernment will collapse altogether if it oes not raise money somewhors 
hefore long, 

















(30020) No, Ltt, 
Initia Office to Foreign Office 





(Received September 4.) 
DE 






1 for Miia presents his compliments to the Under 
ni \fiais, and, hy direc 





See 
Yorwards herewith, for the: 
relative to the 


India 0, 










ce, Septembre 3, 1900, 





Tnelosire 1 in No, Litt, 


Mr. Morley (o Government of Init 





(elegraphie.) P, Tui. Office, 
ARMS for nn Consulate. On the 28tli instant following telegram was 
addressed to by Poreign Ottiee : 


lugust 31, 1906. 








frant Dui 











“Ropres ns reganting Mtroduetion of men and amis into British Consulate 
at Seistan have fo by Persian Minister. Latter states that one of Customs 
officials was Honten, and als that soldiers threatened to fire on them, I should be 
glad to receive report as to truth of this statement,” 
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Tnelosure 2 in No, 144, 


Government of India to Consul Macpherson, 





(Telegeaphie.) 
ARMS for Seistan Consilate, Ple: 
niliovities should De referred by 


September 1, 1906. 
ase refer to your letter of the 10th ultimo. 
yout to the Central Government, to. whom 
British Lexution wit doubtless be able to explain matters, and, if you have not already. 
an should report matter fully to Telia, ‘The urgeney of the ease due to 
attack on Consulate was the reason why’ Persian Government: wero not informed hetore 
ilispateh. Tt is clear that removal of arms brought in by Russian authorities had not 
d out, as mentioned in Mushir-ed-Dowlch’s note of the 3rd November, 1905, 
since recent dist showed that Russian Consulates at Mushed and Scistan wore 
fully supplied. Greatest care seems to have eon taken to proventi risk of conflict 
during passage of arms through cultivated areas, and that ther 
overpowering Persian local forces is proved by fact that escort sont with arms consisted 
muroly of six levies and ten men required to complete strength of Consul excorb, 
Matter appems to have been carried out with discretion by all eoneorned, though it 
is unfortunate that, owing to abseneo of telegraph line, no intimation of ‘ispateh of 
arms could reach you Detore you were informed by Officer Commanding, Robat, that 
ho found their immediate dispatch desirable 
Above should be repeated to Meshied I 
(Repeated to Tehran and Secretary of State for Indin,) 
















































es 
Tnclosure 3 in No, 144. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





(Telegraph Septenther 2, 1906. 

ARMS for Seistan Consulate, Your telegram dated the Bist ul Reference 
is invited to my telegram of the Ist instant to Consul, which las heen peated to you, 
Native Vi Malik-Siali denies that force was used or threatened, but 
: taken place between that officer and the Customs 
ing Hurmak, 








Consul at Kuh: 


ppears to hay 
és when caravan was pas 
(Repeated to ‘Pehiran,) 








(30019) No. 145. 
India Office to Foreign Offic 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 

of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Mo 
herewith, for the information of the Socrotary of State, copy of a 
from the Viceroy, dated the Srl Septem ive to the concession fo Russia of the 
control of the Meshed-Seistan telegrapli line, 


Inclia Office, September , 1906, 








(Receteed September 4.) 





















Tnelosure in No. 115. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





1906, 
ajesty’s 
iin loans: 


P, September 
SE refer to telegrams dated the 20th sind 30th ultimo from H 
eos 1 allvet ou security for I 
of 1903 and 104, which in second es wed on Persian ports and telegraphs, 
nd is opposed to repeated assurances an Government, We trust, therelore, 
iat every effort will be marie to prevent its final grant to Russia. British interests 
in Eastern Persia would be immodiately prejudiced by Russian possession of lines and 
increase of Russian telegraphic officials consequent tliereupon; while excuse for 
constructing roads and posting Tussian guanis would be afforded by wild nature of 
the country. Inasmuch as undemareated scerion of Afghan frontier is flanked by this 






(Telegraphie.) 
Pub. 
Chargé @’Alfaires at Tehran. Co 






























Was no question of 
























































































tel 
‘Tehran. that 





hie south, ar 
required for 





Klanikin 
in Porsi 
the control 
ain sliould 
Russia the 

8, Pe 











Meshed 
transferred 
sum of 20,00 














course, by wv 


as Tn 





protective meas 

with that frontier, 

ams of the 20th July and the Sth ultimo to His Majesty’s Charg 

jan Cossiicks, over whom Russi 

long whole length of Pe: 

‘¢ intended apparently to he kept there permanently, as th 
Some loc: 

uulted from thi 


have been posted: 


of Afghan posts have 
Ibis suggested that one of following three courses should be adopted :— 


be urged upon Russian and Pe 
mentioned that, with a view to stop the ineessant Consular rival 
propose to suggest to His Majesty’s Government the acco} 
ordingnee by Russia and Great Britain with this object. 

i niluenc 
throughout discussions on our respective spheres 
nd that, provided cession by Persia to foreign Power of 

sary, control of telegraph 
0 divided, Great Britain obtai 





we 1 


Gither of two whoye 


Poxpotual source of w 





pusly diminished, We 
case he averted. 








ny 


nd 
purposes of quarantine, 

















heen rec 
“on 

‘of this line is ne 
i 
orthior 
in mili be requ 





in 
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Tine, that would be open to special objection, and we might be involved in costly 
in view of our interest 





ins 





1. Phat maintenance of starue quo ante Turbat-i-Haidari To 
ian Governments. In this ev 








ternatiyes, that, in exchange for 














istan and our obligations in connection 


Tnstead of proceeding to Seistan, it is clear from Kennion’s 


@AMaires at 
n offigers exercise de facto control, 
‘chan borer as far as Barabad in 

sy are not 
engthiening 








escitement and some 









sian cordon shold 
nection it may be 
in these regions, we 
ce of a self-denying 











e south of line from Kain to 


northern border of 
ing whole of southern section and 





of Russia refusing to consent to 
ontrol by us of whole of 





tan line, control of whole line from Meshed to Tehran should be 





0 Russia, Latter line, which belongs to Pe 
f "Nelogeaph Dey 


00 rupees, by the Indo 











hich telegraph 





on a 
an 
nue of 
herefore 


of Meshed-$ 
neorned, 














hans o 5 

fine would probably 

ny understand 
niestly lope tlh 





yon Porso-Afghian frouti 
pnection between Meshed 
her own’ control would be given to Tus 
apparently he met, — Wie 
southern part 





even 








is worked, for an annual 
jartment, 








would be got rid of by third 
ul ‘Tehran entirely under 













ly be ‘most. injurious 
with Russia would: thereby b 
this oventualit 























|30185| 


(No. 205.) 
Melosraphic 
PERS 








sending instruc 
obtaining information as to the amount of ad 
what means ean best be employed to insure its proper application. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Ree 


P, 
Your telegram No. 
ied M. Isvolsky of your v 








No. Lif. 








dv 














id. September 5.) 


St. Petersburgh, Seplember 5, 1906. 


's respeeting loan, which he apparently agreed. 
is to M. Harty 


to co-operate with Mr, Grant Dulin 
ico really ed, and in ascertaining 














(29699) 











(No. 1 
(Weleg 


propose 


matter, 






















Pending the r 


No. Li. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, E. Grant Duff. 





Foreign Office, September 5, 1906. 


202 of the 31st August from St. Potersburgh, respecting the 
and my reply 
nstructions you should take no action in the 











a 
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[29687] No. 148, 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 








(No. 126) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 2 , Foreign Office, September 5, 1906. 
SEE your telegram No. 228 of the Ist instant respecting arms for Seistan, 

__ In reply to the representations of the Persian Chargé d'Affaires, I have informed 
him that the report that soldiers had threatened to fire on Customs officials was not 
true} that no one was beaten; and that the caravan which the Indian soldiers were 
escorting was conveying arms required, in view of the two recent attacks, for the 
protection of His Majesty's Consulate, 





















130289} No. 149, 


s Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received September 6.) 
{N 4.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION in Tehran, 

Tt is said that the Russian Legation are maki 
to upset the recently granted constitution. ‘Th 
be that British prestige in Porsia lias been 





Teliran, September 6, 1906, 












active efforts to induce the Shah 
reasons for this attitude aro said to 
ensely increased by the fact of the 
me to H Legation, and also the fear that if an Blective 
ibly comes into being here dilficulties will arise in the Caucas 
“xcitement is being caused in town by the presence of the kite 
has returned to this neighbourhood. 

The people haye drawn up Regulations for the Assembly, and they. will be 
submitted to-day to the Shah. It is stated that if His Majesty refuses to sign. them 


the events of last month will be repeated, but that on this occasion they will take a less 
mild form, ' 


A most serious situation may ari 
Vizier. 
It is doubtful whether the Persian Government could prevent the people resorting 


to His Majesty's Legation, but Tam warning tho (rand Vizier that they may attempt 
10 do $0 aga 




















nil Vizier, who: 














if the 





ali attempts to reinstate the late Grand 














uss the situation with the Russian Mi 
ust be remembered, is prac 

ms in whose hands he 

present sutocratic lines, 


ister to-day. 
illy an imbecile, and the small clique 
ing the Government on the 











{30369} 





. 150, 





(Received September 7.) 
(No, 












(Telegraphic) 2. Tehran, September 7, 1906. 
MY telegra 
Phe Shah ti 





«l to affix his signature to the Rogulati 
ql five of the popular leaders are aya’ 
ion. In order to prevent the mob getting in Lh 
closed, but T cannot keep the people out if they force an entry, an the 
demands of the leaders are— ‘ 
1. The exile of the late Grand Vi 
ds with reactionary sympathie 
. ‘The signature of the Regulations for the National Assemt 
the persons mi 









Majesty’s 
to be 
fen to do, 





thre 












ter of the Court, and two other 








oflici 
















ioned in. the tion to any 



















improvement in the situation, and th 1 have: just. seen, 
promises to co-operate with 1 further agreed that, 
m the event of our representations to the Persian Goverument proving unsuccessful, 
wo shall ask for « joint audience of the, Shab. 


(1650) 2d 








The Persians strongly maint 
movement, but he himself denies 
‘on this point be ascertained ? 

Tate last night T addressed a strong note to the Grand Vizier, and Tam just going 
to see his Highness 


Minister is opposed to the reform 
Could the views of the Russian Government 





[30179] No. 151. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 

(No, 972.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

AVGHANISPAN and Persi 

Sce Sir C. Hardinge’s private letter of the 5th instant to you. 

You may open a discussion on the first-named subject with M, Isvolsky, on the 
Dasis of the instructions inelosed in the above letter 

lis: Majesty's Government will, you should also inform him, be ready—without, 
waiting till the conclusion of the discussion on Mfzhanistan to receive any proposals 
which he may put forward with roxard to Persian alfatrs, if he desires to discuss that 
subject, 


Foreign Office, September 7, 1906, 





[30019] No. 152, 
Sir Biiward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Foreign Office, September 7, 1906, 
f No. 227 of the Ist instaut, respecting the 
transfor of the Meshed Seistan telegraph. line fo Russian control, 

You should point out to tho Russian Minister for Fore an ¢: 
opportunity Mat an inpo tion of the status yuo, whieh we have recent 
Dien so cavefial to maintain i will Ineve be 
It will hecome necessiury. for His Majesty 
concession they may be compelled to demand if, as they ean hardly believe, M. Isvolsk 
has authorized such wstep. 

A. possible solution of the question seems to be contained in they 
tolesram of the Sid instant (suggestion 3), to which 1 would dma your a 
uuiless the matter can be adjusted by discussion with the Xu 
clinge in the control of this Tine, which runs so close to the frontier of 
Will requite some counter-stop ou the part of His Majesty's Government to sceure 
rik 





(80289) No, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, E. Grant Duft 
(No. 130,) 
(Wolographie,) P, 
1MUAIION in ‘Lol: 
‘ee your telogram No. 24 of i 
‘ill you cin to dissuade vefuxeos. Tt is very desirable that a repetit 
recent incutsion into the Legation grounds should lhe prevented. 


ign Office, September 7, 190. 





[30469| No. 151. 


Sir al, Nicolson Co Sir Eilward Grey— (Received September 8.) 
(No, 213, Contidential,) 
(Welegraphic,) P. 
PERSIAN Finances, 
M. Isvolsky called upon me to-day to inform me that, according to information 
which he believed to he reliable, pourparlers were in progress betyseen the Persian 
Govermiont and 2 German bank, haying in viow the immediate advance of « sum of 


St. Petersburgh, September 8, 1906. 
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about $00,0001., without guarantee, and, further, for a prospective loan of about 
2,500,001, the Tatter to be accompanied by guarantees and concessions, These were 
to include the establishment of a German bank in Persia. His Excellency said he was 
sure the negotiations Ah the actual figures might ho oxgerated, 
should be lost hy tho amd Russian 
He thonght 
d to telegraph at once to you, and beg for an carly 

‘ct confidence. 





(30470) No, 155. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 
es 4.) 
(elegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, September S, 1906, 
THE is spoke to mo this evening with regard to, thy 
Meshed-s : Rxcellency spoke. spontancorsly, Ton sure, in 
un front th Russian Anudassador in Londin, reportiiee 
Sir ©, Hardinge, and assured mo that this was the first hn hid 
ject in. question. He had made inquiry in his Department, and hil 
been fold that the Russian Minister, on his own initiative, had come. to some 
arrungement with the Persian Telograph Administration as fo an, interchange of 
qnestion being of a ininor technical character it Id not. hoon 
Ho inquired what T knew 


at Thad heard that a voncession to take complete control of thy line 
0 Russia, and that, this beings 
sirally Vadded that 1 
ible me to speak to hin on the subject, and’ Ht 
} on hin when I had rece 
xeulloney said that he had never heard of so hiyge a monsire as Tad 
iif that hewonld never allow any disturbance of the status quo, By tl 
fimo of my yisit, ho said, he would hayo more information on the subject, and hit tho 
matter hail comy its « rise to hin. 





[30471] ». 1a. 


Sir A, Nivolson fo Sir Edward Groy.— (Received Seplomber 8.) 
(No. 215.) 
(Telegraphic) St, Petersburgh, Soptember 8, 19 
STAN tele: 


oy tel ispatchitd, 1 would suggest that 1 
should not momise to Minister for Roreign Milas, but ask hin to drop 
all question of taking over the above tine in view of wl lixe in his 

sition with me reported to yon ii my above-mentioned telegrau, 





130185] 


Sir Eiticara Grey to Mr. B. Grant Duff 

(No. 181.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
PROPOSED loan to Persia, 
See my telegram No. 262 to Sir A. Nicolson of the 3rd, and his No. 205 of the 

Sth instant. : 

You mi oncert with your Russimt colleazne, as proposed fi my ubover 
tioned telegram, but your action must he confined to. co-operation witli him 
ding the information indicated, Yon must be careful to avoid committing Lis 
ty’s Government in any way to 2 loan, 


Foreign Office, September 8, 1906. 
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{80473} No. 158. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received September 9.) 
(No. 237.) 
(Tolegruphie.) 2 ‘Tehran, Septeniber 9, 1906. 
PROPOSED Anglo-Russian loan. 
Your telegram No. 131. : 
I toxlay rece’ sit from tie Russian Minister, who discussed the money 
question will me. : 
‘Ph following is tho course that we agreed to suggest to our respective 
Governments 


1, ‘The oat of a large sum to the Porsian Government would, in view of the cha 
provuiling: hero, be imprudent. = 

2. In ordor to meet immediate necessities a combined advance should be made. 
About 100,002, would probably suffice, but eareful inquiries would be necessary 

3, Mhe advance should be paid in, one-half to the Russian Bs 
half to tho Imperial Bank of Persia. F 

4, Persian Government to notify both Legations before drawing on the sums 
deposited. 

Pes, Persian Government to rondor strict aceonts, at intervals to be subsequently 

agreed upon, to both Logati 

6, No part of the joint 


10 he utilized for paying off debts due to the banks 
in question, 


We should also have to insist on the money being applied to relieve real necessiti 
‘Who groater part of it vould be sqnandored if we did not take some such precaution. 
Phe Inte Grand Vizier has started for Khorassan. 





[80504] 159. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edirard Grey—(Received September 10.) 


" St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1906. 

M, ISVOISKY sent me word yesterday afternoon that he would: like to call 

upon me; as he wished to speak to me on certain matters. is Exeelleney paid me a 

isit in the course of the afternoon, and said that he wished to inform ine that the 

Persiin Government had been pressing the Russian Minister at Volran to procun for 

tom an immediate advance of 3,000,000 tomans (about 500,000), and also n loan of 

10,000,000 tomans (about 1,650,000L). hoy had stated to M. Hartwig that their 

financial condition was exceedingly precarious, and that if his Government would 

sorvies, they would y conditions which might 

‘Vhey Murther added that the Briti inal hoon offering them 

sistance in, return for concessions of a political character, but that they 

il to address themselves in the first instar to the Russian Government. 

timated that if neither the Russian nor the British Government were disposed 

ermanys ¢ 

y ©. Spring-Itice had written a_private note to Count 

in Jannary last, which had remafied without a written replys but that on 

the note, which M. Isvolsky produced from his portfolio, Count Lamsdorif had 

written 1 Minute to the effect that he had informed Sir C. Spring-Rice verbally that 
the Russian Government were in accord with the prineiples enunciated inh 

munication, 

M, Isvolsky observed that he wished to act in harmony with the spirit of what he 
tormed tle tacit agreement” of January last, and he had therefore communicated 
tome tle steps which the Persian Government ha recently taken. here was, he 
said, little doubt that the financial condition of Persia was aliost desperate, and that 
he wished to consult with His Majesty’s Government as to the best means of affording 
relief, and in what measure assistance De tendered, He would he glad to know 
what information E had received in regard to the financial situation in Persia, and also 
what were tie views of His Majesty's Government on the subject. 

T told M, Isvolsky that, in the first place, Twas sure that my Government would 
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te the loyal and frank step which he had been good enough to take; 
and that, in the second place, I could assure him that no offer of any kind had been 
mae to the Persian Government on our part, and that their assertion that financia 
relief fiad been tendered was an old device of the Persian authorities, Thad no 
special data at that moment in my memory as to tho financial condition of Persia, but 
that I had little doubt that it was extremely unsatisfactory, I did not know what view 
you would take as to the best means of overcoming tie financial difficulty, but it 
Seemed to me that it would be desirable, in the first place, to obtain some expert and 
trustworthy information as to the amount which would be needed to meet the most 
pressing necessities, and that then the two Governments might consult together as to 
whether an advance might not be made in common, Perhaps it inigit he found 
to have some control as to the expenditure of the advance, if ono were 

se the funds might be squande T added that it would 


be better if the Persian Government could be restrained from applying to other 





(30724) No. 160, 
Inia Offce to Foreign Office (Received September 10.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments 

Seerectary of Stato for Foreign Alfairs, anil, hy diroetion of Mi 

forwards hierowith, for the information of the Secretary. of State, copy of a teleg 
from the Viceroy, dated 7th September, relative to the Meslied=Seistan telegraph. line, 


India Office, September 8, 1906, 


Inclosure in No. 16 


Governinent of India to Mr. Morley, 
(Telegraphic, September 7, 1906, 
wish to point out, in supplement to ourtelegram dated Srd instant: respecting, 

Seistin-Meshed totes n We to claim on this line, namely, 
control and joint s is no better than that which we already enjoy in 
regard to Central Persian and Meshod~Telan lines, Persin now has right to third 
line on Central Persian telegraph, and could, should she desire it, have similar right 
on Scistan-Meshed line, Messages between ‘Tehran and could be sent 
round our Meshed-Seistan and Central Persian line, and transmittal of news would 
therefore not be endangered by transfer of Meshed Tehran line to Ru 

We suggest that action should be taken in accordance with the views of the 
military authorities, wiio consider that No.8 would be preferable to No, 2 of the 
courses proposed in our telegram of the Srd instant. ‘They advocate vigorous 
resistance to transfer of telegraph on the ground that risk of transfer of Scistan to 
Russia would be involved, Question of demand for concessions on Bunder Abbas~ 
Scistan line, recommended in my telegram of th Jantary, 1906, will be considered 
separately in connection with the question of loan which, in consequence of news 
reported in telegram of 2nd instant from Grant Dull, may again become pressing, 
Military authorities advise that, should the second course proposed in my telegram of 
the rd instant be adopted, such a demand should be put forward fo moct Russian 
advance southwards, 

(Repeated to ‘Tebran.) 





[1600] 
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[30792] No. 161. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Bdiard Grey.—(Received September 10.) 


Tehran, September 10, 1906, 
5 ned by the Russian Minister that he hears from St, Petersburgh that 
negotiations are on foot for the establishment here of a Germ 
igure mentioned as the capital of this enterprise. 
We are causing inquiries to be made, 





(30471) No.1 


Sir Edward Grey (a Sir A. Nicolson, 


‘oreiyn Office, September 10, 1906, 
ee any telegram No, 27k of tho 7th, and your Nos, 214 and 215 of the 
Sth instant. 
Yew should wel on the instructions in my telegram, but if it is possible to 
re-establish the statin quo without it, you suggest compromise, 


[80816] No.1 





Messrs, Lynch Brothers to Foreign Office, —(Received September 11.) 
8, Silters’ Hall Court, Connon Street, London, 
September 10, 1906, 
ON heb and at the request of the Boards of the Euphrates and ‘Tigris 
Navigation Company and the Persian'Transport Company, for whom we act as azents 
Persia, we have the honour to lay before you in a collective despatch some of th 
grwvest of the obstacles and restrictions which render the operations of both these 
Companies in Persia wholly unprofitable to themselves, and of greatly diminished 
assistince to the trade of Great Britain aud India, ‘The change of Ministry in Persia, 
the new temper displayed by the Government, the great possibilities that, are now open 
to our own policy, in Persia in the abeyance of Russian influence, and while as yet that 
of Germany his searcely risen ubove the Persian horizon-—these conside 
coinciding with the recent appointment of a new British Minister to Persia, who is just 
about to take up his duties, have seemed to justify a strong hope that the time may 
have arrived when the fetters ab present existing upon British trade with Persia may be 
removed to the benelit of both countries. 

Tn many communications, and notably'in a despateh of the 18th October, 1905, we 
have indicated the nature of the barrier erected against trade with the Karan provinces 
by means of constant embargoes on the export of grain, We are pleased to record that 
the viforts of His Majesty’s Legation have been successful in obtaining for the time 
heing a removal of these embargoes, ‘There is little doubt that attempts will be made 
from time to time by interested parties to have these regulations reimposed ; and we 
trust that His Majesty's Ley the interests of trade, will strenuously endeavour to 
secure their permanent removal, for cultivators will not venture to extend largely the 
‘irea of land under cultivation until they feel some confidence that this vicious eystem of 
‘cnbargoes has been detinitely abandoned, 

‘Phe condition of our road across the Bakhtiari country causes us grave anxiety. 
We are convinced that no solution will prove satisfactory that does not provide for its 
imaintenance by ourselves, Any difficulties which His’ Majesty’s Legation may at 
present experience in dealing with the Chiefs would, we believe, be greatly mitigated, 
perhaps entirely removed, if these potentates could rely on the good offices of His 
Majesty’s Government in their periodical differences with the Central Gorernment of 
Persin and on the ability of His Majesty's Government to render them useful 
assistance of this nature. ‘There are also other important questions connected with this 
particular enterprise which have not yet been satistuctorily settled, 

Tua despatch of the 2nd April, 106, we set before you our claim for a right to 
Jevy tolls on the Kum-Sultanabad road, We have since executed certain further works 


Sir, 
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suggested by His Majesty’s Legation and the Persian Minister of Roads, and the latter 
has recently inspected and approved the condition of the road; but the right to levy 
tolls has not yet been granted, Fresh exeuses anil fresh demands are continually being 
made, although the same Minister of Roads inforwed the Imperial Bank of Persia some 
azo tliat the expenditure of a very small sum on the road in connection with some 
Je improvements which he mentioned would he sufficient to insure tolls being granted. 
Since then we have spent sums many tim oss of the sums in view at that time ; 
and still tlie same evasions continue, practically arresting the Transport Company's 
ns in Persia, 

the last fifteen years we have maintained a steamer service on the Upper 
Karun in order to develop the trade of that region on behalf of the Persian Govern 
ment. Ossing to the exactions and opposition of the local officials and the incapacity of 
the Persian Govern ient to maintain order amongst the Arabistan and Luristan tribes, 
which dominate the inland communications with Shushter, that has been a small yearly 
on the working acconnt of the “Shushan,” which bas never heen met by the 
fovernment, for whose account we run the yessel as above mentioned. ‘These 
ate auiount to wlarge sim, ‘The Government is enconraxing 
mpany to ru ay opposition service and appear to be according it every 
In that case there will be little iunmediate hope of our being able to wipe out 
cits Jrom future surpluses, and we shall he constrained to press our elaim on 

jan Goveruinent for payment of the outstanding debt 
We haye been endeavouring for fifteen years to obtain a site at Shellilieh, near 
Shuster, on which to erect a shed for stowing cargo. carried by the steam-ship 
“Shushan,” instead of depositing the eargo on the bank, We have been offered a, lease 
of asuitable plot of land Jiaving a river frontage of some 90 yards, but the present owners 
are unable to complete the instrument withont the consent’ of the Persian Government, 
and the latter refuse that consent on the ground that a clear space of 30 vars back from 
the river bank must be reserved. We maintain that this space o! 0 aurs (or metres) is 
too wreat, aiid requires our shed to be placed too far back for purposes of handling, 
eargo to or from the steamers; but while demanding unrestricted use of our proposed 
property down to the river bank, we are prepared to reserve sufficient space along the 
river front for the lewitimate passage of the pablie at proper times, should this be the 
obj ernment have in view, As the Persian Company will be under 
no restrictions as to ossnership or leasing. of land, they will have w great advantage over 
ais unless this grievayiee can be removed, Unrestricted access to the bank of the river 
is absoiutely essential for the proper conduct of our operations in such a country as 


Gur operations on the Karun are much hainpered by the inadequate service ani 
hb charges in force on the tramway between Bunder Nasseri and Ahwaz, A, Persinn 
subject, the Monin-el-T'ejar, holds a Concession for this enterprise, in which it is 
explicitly stated that the Firman is granted in order to facilitate trade in that 
region, We consider that we have some right to demand that cither the service be 
improved or that it be open to us to establish an alternative means of transport at this 
place, 
HmstiVe Ueliove we could consttuct and use to advantage a shore tram-line between 
hushter and Shellilich, the point where river navigation cvases to be practicable. ‘The 
line would be about G miles long. Such a project, linking a town with its adjacent 
villages or port, would not, we think, be contrary to the Russo-Persian Railway 
Convention ; and, in view of the change which is reported uow to be taking place i 
Russian views regarding Persian affairs, we beg to inquire whether an application for 
such a Concession as we have mentioned would be considered, 

Tn coulusion, we pray you to impress upon His Majesty's Minister in Persia a 
consideration of the importance of liberal support to these enterprises with which we 
‘are connected, We are endeavouring to link the ‘Tehran-Kum road with the ports in 
the Persian Gulf, in order to make that road serve the interests of British commerce 
sith the important markets of Northern Persia, instead of, as at present, facilitating 
Russian competition in the central provinces, ‘The advantages which Russia now. 
enjoys of well-made earriage roads from Enzeli to Hamadan and to Tehran, Kum, and 
Sultanabad are perhaps not as obvious to-day as they ought to be; but motor traction 
may even in the near future replace the pack horse on Persian roads, and before long we 
may see motor lorries carrying merchandize in packages of any weight and dimensions 
from Enzeli to Kum and Sultanabad in a few days, whilst our commerce, restricted to 
sich articles as can be conveniently made up in packages of less than 200 Ib, 
perforce continues to crawl at heavy transport rates to these points on mule-back, We 
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count much on the benest which will accrue to British commerce when we ean carry 
our road from Kum to Ispahan, for that isa point at which it is worth while to transfer 
merchandize destined for ‘Tehran from pack animals to waggons, 

But we believe our enterprises ought to bear good results in Southern as well as in 
Northern Persia, Our river service to Ahwaz is surely, if slowly, developing commerce 
with the rich wheat lands of the Karun ; and, should the further project of a road from 
Shushter to Birujird, Sultanabad, and Hamadan be realized, we shall haye brought 
within the range of our commerce a wide region, producing pelts, ool, opium, gums, 
and carpets, which at present are exported chiefly to Russia, 

We haye, &. 
(Signed) LYNCH BROTHERS, agents for the Euphrates 
and Tigris Stet Navigation Company (Limited) 
and the Persian Transport Company (Limited), 





130873 | No. 164, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Rdivard Crey.—(Received September 11.) 
(No, 217.) 
(Volographic.) 2, 
PERSIAN ielogriplis, Meshod-Svistan Tine, 
{ called’on Minister for Noroign Affairs to-day, and I nie a Memorandum on 
Ule above subj i liad Leen drawn up in his Department, According to it, all 
that lias taken place was that the wire d with the Rus 
instruments in order to insure correctness and rapidity. of ssion, and that this 
vas merely Thoen already: done in the Fie ty 
1 explats his Tixcelleney that the M in was in error as to the syst 
adopted on the latter ling, aud that the matter was uot a mere technical ent, 
1 told hin that the batteries ane wine of the what bei yin Jun 
from tho Persian into the Russian office, that they tia heow replaced in the Persian 
ofcg subsequently an that now, ib vas said, under pressune of the Russian \ 
At Tolinay, orders had. beon given by the Persian authorities for their transfe 
the Rissiin offic, 1 added thud ft was. 9 Minister. was 
exercising presstire with w view fo omiplete control of the Tin hove could: not 
doved wore technical improvements, and 1 begged Nac un give aiear Ut 
matters should be replaced on thie outing they were on before duno. 
M. Isvolsky"exprossed hinisell he liad no 
Contained itt the Memorandum, and ti sire to do anything NAH Welles 
quo might be altered, and that i solf undertake the study of the 
“dossier” T pressed him to. send orders in the sense Thad requested, but he 
repented that he must look futo the whole question. 
Twill reopen the subject when Use G “y rove. He ing) 
Whethor the Persian aud Russia arate rooms, or wwheth 
nis of each were distinct. Isaid that my reports always spoke of 
thy offices as if they wore separate, but Lcoulil give him no positive information, 


St. Petersburgh, September 11, 1906. 


(Gontidential,) 


Ho said that it was possible his Department had taken a partial view of the 
matter in the Memorandum, util quite recently he had heen iguorant of the whole 
matter, 


(30967) No. 165, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 239)) 
(elographiie.) P. Tehran, September 
REFORM movement, 
awd the Regulations for the Assembly. 
of the persons mentioned in my telegram No, 235 is still insisted on by 


the people, and until ted the leaders refuse to leave the Legation. I have 
Seen them, and they will not consent to any compromise. 
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[30968] No. 166. 


Mr. E. Gront Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 12.) 
(No. 240.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, September 12, 1906. 

MESHED-SEISTAN line, 

Your telegram No. 133. 

Tam informed by His Majesty’s Consul at Seistan that the Russians, who have 
hitherto used the same room in the Seistan office as the Persians and English, are now 
arranging for a separate room. 

It is reported that the line will shortly he led through the Russiim office, and the 
instraments installed there, 

Thave addressed a note to the Grand Vizier warning him of above. 








(30473) No. 167. 


Sir Edward Grey o Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 290.) 
(Pelegraphie.) 2. 
PERSIAN loan, 
Mr. Grant Duff's telegram No, 287, 
Ilis Majesty's Government would be willing to join in a loan to the Persian 
Goverument of 400,000). on conditions mentioned in above telogram, 
T would propose to the Russian Government thint, as security for our half of the 
Joan, we should take, apart from the lien already held. by. us, an’additional one “upon 
ustoms of the Gulf and southern ports, aud that the Persian Government should 
i ms. to other Powers for the 


Foreign Office, September 12, 1906, 


Biya us an undertaking not to gr: 
raphis, or railway ict lying to the east of a line 
g to Bander Abbas from Birjan 
‘To the westward of this line Hussia would thus bo free to make her own terms 
respecting her security. 
If the question be raised by the Russian Government of themselves joining in the 
ns at Persian ports, wo might give our consent to this being done at 
ng to the west of Bunder Abbas, and well within the mouth of the Persian 
Gulf, Hut such proposal must emanate from the Russian side, and before agreeing to 
it you slionld refer the matter for His Majesty's Government's consideration, 
to render the joint loan something 
in the nature of a general settlement respecting Persia with the Imperial Government. 
Were this not the case, Tam of opinion that His Majesty’s Government would not be 
prepared to entertain the proposal of the joint loan, 





(30967) No. 168, 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff, 
(No. 138,) 

(Telegraphic.) BP. 
PERSIAN refugees at Legation. 
‘Yo do more than as already been done would be, I think, to carry matters too 


Foreign Office, September 12, 1906. 


far. 

IT your Russian colleague, whom you should consult, shares this view, you sliould 
inform the refugees at present at the Logation that we have secured for them the main 
objects for which they originally fled to the Legation, and that His Majesty's 
Government cannot, therefore, give them any further help. 


{1660} 












Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 13.) 





) P ‘Tehran, September 18, 1906. 
RUMOURED establishment of German Bank: My telegram No, 238. 
Tam informed by the Grand Vizier that permission to establish a German Bank 
in Tehran was given by his predecessor, His Highness stated that he had heard 
nothing of the matter lately. 






















Mr. E, Grant Duft to Sir Edward Grey—(Received S 








Tehran, September 13, 1906. 





nent; Your telegram No. 138. 

structions I hnd already spoken to the ref 

ely refused to leave the Tewation. 

cellency if he would be prepared to address to 

joint note impressing upon them the danger of the 
ands of the people should be granted by the 

t, Petersburgh. 
Tagroe with the view maintained 








sense advised, but. they po 
the Russian Minis 
the Persian Government 
situation and recommendin 
M. de Hartwig promised to refer the matter to 
{is stiggosted if the Russian Government approve ? 
by the people that, unless the officials mentioned in my telegram N 

the National Assembly will be a farce. 
‘Tho Grand Vizier, at an unsat 
practically told me that T must get rid of the refugees as b 
is on the point of arriving, energetic measur 


Last night I saw 














ry interview which I had with him yesterday, 





Tn spite of my warnings, n 
prevent refugees returning to the Lokati 
ppear to be the duty of the Pe 
is no prospect, as fir as 1 
{0 go, and to use force would be madness. 


steps were taken by the Persian Government to 
‘here presence is a serious nuisan 
ni Government to relieve ws of it 





e, off my being able to induce these people 














Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Gi 


—(Received September 14.) 


‘Tehran, September 14, 1906. 
SSHED-TEIRAN telegraph line: Your telegram No, 140, 
¥ telegram No, 226 T gave, on the authority of the Director of the Indo- 
legraph Department, information as to our status on the Meshed—Tehran 
Tiiformation should he moditied as follows 
Both the Meshed and ‘Velia 
Persian telegmph, build 
Cortain fixed hous of the day connection is give 
the latter to the Russian operators, who in. 1 
insieuments of th 
Maintenance of the 








ine terminate in British offices, whieh 
but are separate rooms, 
to the Persian oftee: 
yhran haye a separate room and 











¢ is under the British, and it is maintained at Britis 
oxpense with a small contribution from the Persian Government. ‘There is a small 
No political significance attaches to the 





establishment of gholams for th 








control of the Meshed—Yehran line, on which, moreover, we have no empl 
intermediate stations. 





On the Meshed-Seistan line the Russians have many employ. 
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at intermediate stations, and great political and strategical importance attaches to its 
control owing to its geographical position. 
‘Phe instruments have already been established in the Russian office at Meshed. 
‘he Russian Legation has been pressing this matter for at least two years, so 
that it scoms strange that the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs should know 
nothing about it. 




















No. 172. 


(31205) 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 247.) 

(Telegraphic 
TLS Majesty's Consul-General at Meshi 


‘The instraments on the Meshed-Scistan telegraph line are so arranged as to 
form part of the line circuit, 

“Tn this way messages passing through any station can be taken off without its 
being detected. ‘This arrangement is against the interest of the Persian Government 
and lias probably been made without their knowledge. We could object to it on the 
ground that the intermediate offices and instruments aro Persian.” 





Tehran, September 14, 1906, 
telegraphs as follows 

















(31196) No. 173. 


4, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 









Sh. Petersburg), September 11, 1906. 
mnce to Persian Government. 
2 12th instant, 
T communicated to M, Isvolsky the conditions on which His 
pared to part ina joint advance, My proposal 
‘ion in principle on hi 's part, but lie said he 
ve me « roply without rellection. He stated that according to his, 
infor 1 Delegate from the German bank would reach ‘Tehran in about two weoks, 
and that he would probably Iearn our conditions from the Persian Government. I 
wy seemed afaid that the German Delegate would offer an unconditional 
‘hich the Porsian Goyermuent would find attractive, and ho, appeared 
is Hat our joint advance should consequently bo arranged with a minimum of 
amstances his Bs peared to doubt whether it would ho 
vance should be anade subject to conditions, but he did not actually 
inion, He inquired. wh: antees would be procurable, by. tho 
nent, anil I repli id the whole of Nortliem and Western 
Persia to secure them in. It se any, for the moment, to allude to joint 
rantee of Customs in western ports of the Gulf, He asked if 1 would put, our 
soon as possible, and T said I would do so if he would. 





Your telegra 
Yestorday 





































prudent that 
express thi 


















regard it as very confidential. 
"The Emperor is on a yachting en 
to be submitted to His Majesty's conside 











{ill next Tueslay, and the matter will havo 





(31295) No. 17. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kidward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 






St. Petersburgh, September 15, 1906, 
SHED telegraph. 
ant Duff's telegram of y 


terday in reply to your No. 140, 
My case, as I presented 


to the jer for Foreign Affairs, is weakened by the 
corrected information, My arguments were based on information originally given in 
‘telegram from Mr. Grant Duff, No, 226. In these circumstances I may have to propose 
the third course suggested by the India Goyerament, ‘The Minister for Foreign 
will T hope seo me on Monday nest. 
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131298) No. 175. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Seplember 15.) 


(No. 249.) 3 5 ‘ 
(elegraphic.) Pe Tehran, September 15, 1906. 
FOLLOWING sent to Government of In 


4 Tnyiew of the reports of the disturbed state of the ‘Tureo—Persian frontier, which 
reach me from 'Talireez, I doubt whether it is advisable at present for the Military 
Attaché to undertake a tour in those re 

*\ sceond Luristan incident is u 
of the tour unless the milita 
tliat part of the country 

Arrangements for est 
thie tour is to be proceeded w 














sions. 
lesirable, and T 
ties have pressin 





{1d recommend postponement 
need for intelligen 





iris will have to be made with the Persian Government if 












(81525) 





Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duff. 







(No, LY. 
(Volextaphie)) P. Foreign Office, September 16, 1906. 
RSUAN reli No, 244. . 
1 Goyernin ‘ed tous through their Ambassador their 





vviows on joint action which you proposed, 

‘hoy: express gratification at our apparent wish to. se 
Dorsia, lint they’ vonisiduy it doubtful whether the desired 
instance be obtained: by jolit ropresontationsy and. they th 
inight beplacod on w joint aidieneo of His, Majesty the Sh 
Payyors were to iaterfere in th il lfairs of Porsi 
which coulil easily. be directed England and Russia, 
tliogo cloments which aie hostile to the two Powers. 

It is thorefure sugyested by Russian Gover 
Russian colleague should act in'cone 
frionlly wlviee in order to secure a 
cotimunicate such udviee soparatoly 









onstruction 
lyin that the two 
Weapon of argument, 
‘ight be furnished to 




















t that, though you and your 
is offering to the Porsinn ( 
tate in the country, you should each 

















131312] No. 177. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 
(No, 588.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 6, 1006. 


L INFORMED M, 
nonths ago an appl 
Jatter hid been told that 
‘applivation for an adv 











sky yestorday that His Majesty's Government had received 
tion from the Persian Govérnnient for a loan, but that the 
is request could not be entertained. In respect to the recent 
und a loan, 1 told his Excellency that my Government were 
‘of option that, if some financial aid were really required, and if the Persian Government 
wore likely to seek it elsewhere than iu England and Russia, you were prepared to send 
jnsttuctions to Hix Majesty’s Ohargé @'Affaires at ‘chran to ascertain, in conjunction 
with the Russian Minister, what amount would suffice to mect urgent requirements, and 
also what means could be taken to assure that the advance was properly applied. Turespect 
toa loan [suid that you considered that, owing to the condition of the health of the Shah 
and the uncertainty of the immediate political future in Persia, it would be advisable to 
defor, if possible, embarking on so serious a matter as a loan, Moreover, as we under 
stood! that the Russian Government were in accord with us in supporting the succession 
of the Valiali, ft would be advisable to enable his Highness to start his reign with our 
com assistance should a loan be eventually necessary. 1 had prefaced my 
remarks, as Lam sore you would have wished me to do, by expressing your appreciation 
‘of the loyal and friendly communication which his Bxéelleney had made to me, as 
reported in my despatch No, 875 of the Ist instant, 

M, Isvolsky took note of what I hiad said, and stated that he would telegraph to the 
Russian Minister to place himself in communication with Mr, Grant Duff. He added 





sone 
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that he presumed that the British and Russian Representatives at Tehran were not 
themselyes ty decide the amount and mode of making the advance, but merely to 
procure the necessary information for the subsequent decision of their respective 
Governments, I said that this, I was sure, was also your view. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 











[30983] No. 178. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received September 13.) 





Sir St, Petersburgh, September 7, 1906, 
WITT reference to Mr. Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 86 of the 27th January’ Inst, 
relative to the Russian commercial mission to Persia, I have the honour to transmit to 
you herewith a Report drawn up by Mr. Cooke, British Commercial Agent in Russia, of 
the results achieved by the mission, as deserihed by Prince Amatuni, who acted as its 
Chief. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





Inclosure in No. 178, 


Report by Mr. Cooke, dated September 6, 1908. 


Russian Trade Mission to Persia and Russo-Persian Trade Conditions, 


(No. 136,) 

‘NTE official “Commercial and Industrial Gazotte” of St. Potersburgh lias 
published of Inte a seties of articles on the subject of Russo-Persian trade conditions 
{mostly in the form of interviews with Princo N, 1, Amnatuni, head of an official 
Russi commercial mission to Persin), As natural to interviews, the articles being 
somewhat discoursive and disconnected, T xivo below some of the essential points 
brought forth by the Princo (issues of the above-named paper of Angust 2 (15), 4 (17), 
10 (23), 12 (35), 15 (28), and August 22 (September #)), appending at the end, from 
other Russian official sources, the main tofals and items of Russo-ersian trade, 























The Staff of the Mission, 





First, with regant to the missio It consisted of its Ohief, Prince N, 1, 
Amatuni, thoroughly acquainted with Persian conditions “from many years of 
diligent and comprehensive study on the spot,” and, in addition to his assistants, of five 
representatives of big Russian manufacturing firms, viz, one from each of the 
following : the Prokhoroff Textile Manufacturing Company, Messrs, Savva, Morozoff 
and Co, (textiles), Messrs, Liudyig, Rabenek and Co. (textiles), M.S, Kuznetsofl (the 
largest Russian chinaware, &c,, manufacturers), and Messrs, Rieshetnikot and Co. 
(textiles). ‘The mission started early in 1/04, visiting and minutely studying Fi 
Resht, Kazvin, Teheran, Ispahan, Shiras, Bender Bushire, Ormus, Di 

Koot, Bagdad, &e° Tt retuned to Russia in November 2901, alter 
investigations of the Persian market, Prince 
second ten months’ trate mission to the Persian Gulf 
equipped and dispatched in the autumn of last ye 
Russism merchants.” He has now been ordered by the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
to Moscow, Riga, Warstw, Lordz, Odesso, Kharkoff, and Nijui Novgorod, to eommuni- 
cate the results of his expedition to local trade circles, ‘The representatives of Russian 
manufacturing firmis mentioned above as accompanying the expedition took with them 
to Persia samples of their respeotive manufuctures, 
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* Spelling according to the Russian wording of the same, 
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Some Practical Results. 
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British Competition. 
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he Persian Gulf and southern 
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is altogether a mista 
jerfore with Russian t 
amuninications with 
i the Bagdad Railwa 
The present is therefore, he 
gland with regard:to Pet 
Bngland is assur 
should do ail possible to 


With regard to British competition antl Great, Brit 
asserts that the 7 
only so fur as British commun 
Yetinns to this statement continually. maint \ 
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Tupanese Trade. 
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‘The Discount and Lown Bank. 
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Proposals and Tdeas for Extension of Russian Trade in Pessia. 
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the fact that the mass of their customers are not only poor, but also extremely 
unexacting, clieapness being the essential consideration, ‘The favourable climate 
demands from the Persian but the covering of his nakedness, and Bastern taste secks 
but brill withont any: pretensions to finish or art, and thus tho best 

ng. also the dearest, cannot obtain a wide sale in the Persian 















an he returns repeatedly and insistently t idea, that 
the best a ans to better Russian trade intercourse with Persia would be the 
formation of ty ox Company fo earry on barter trade with Persian’ merchants, 
providing the latter with various Russian manufactures in exchange for Pevsian raw 
materials, Such a Society or Company is now in process of formation, and. only 
aw snment support fo assume its final shape and Hegin operations, Many 
big Moscow dealers will be on its, st: ‘he support of the Goyernment skoulil 
consist of cs oF facilities, if not equivalent to those granted to the 
Loan and Discount Bank, yet, in any case, such as would enable the new Company 
to carry on operations without competition on the part of the said Bank,” Without, 
yy efforts of the Government, whether in the form of shipping 
, would be altogether un All varieties of Rus 
pate. Moscow, Lodz, Biel , St. Petersbur nd other 
otienwvise. 
3 can le ni hopes of sueee ig its list 
years of activity no 
Tor wsults, even with p 
import trade (from Per 
expert Russian. agents, cq 
‘he Company proposes to in ti 
t. I also has in view the dispat 



































































Bri 





versus Russian activity, 


Tncidentally the Prince refers to Russian negligence, apathy, and Inck of per= 
reranee as regards (rude openings in Persia, in contrast to the energetic and 
carefully planned activity of the English. 








Russian Consuls in Persia. 


ie as insists on the insufficiency of Russian Consular assistance in Persia, 
the Consuls being too occupied with political atlairs. He adds that tho British 
commercial mission of Colonel Neweomen in 1905 advised the British Government, to 
appoint «commercial agent at Tehran, with control over the commorcial affairs of the 
consulates, 











The Moscow Bourse Committee's Co-operation. 





Tn connection with the above, the oficial “Commercial and Industrial Gazette” 
of St. Petersburgh of the 10th (23rd) August states that the Moscow Bourse Committee 
inistry of Trade and Industry that it is prepared to meet the 
proposals of the Ministry with reference to the establishment of elosor trade relations 
With Persia, ‘The same paper of the 12m (25th) August states that the Moscow, 
Bourse Committee meets with sympathy the proposal of Prince Amatuni that a com- 
mereial museum should be founded at Moscow in the interests of Russo-Persian trade 
development. ‘The Bourse Committee will sive material assistance towards the 
establishment of such a museum, 
‘Whe above, in stmmarized form, are the essential portions of the series of articles 
that haye appeared to date on Prince Amatiini’s commercial mission to Persia, 



























of yestenday's date, reosived to-day (2tth: August (ith 
ae iy seas Gia UM Hie eaia  eatune Ga 
TekelSpent of Tens trade in Persia to Brith eompedito ‘The real eauso, it maintains, In the lack of 
Pecyorition of Russian Consals for comaierciat work, and the subordination af eowsercal afar to pulitical, 
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Russo-Persian Trade Totals. 


Below, in this comncetion, are appended, derived from otlicr sourees (the official 
“Yiestnik Finansoff” of St, Petersburgh of the Gth (19th) August, 1906), the main 
totals and items of Ruusso-Persian trade s— 








Tnport to Persia Bsport from Persia. 
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of yesterday's date, since received here, a brief agency telegram 
Government proposes to abolish the duty on fish imported from Persia.” 
































Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 
(0, 600. Very Confidential.) 
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a time should be lost in pre 

from pursuing the negotiations with the German Kian 
‘you and beg for reply, 

M, Isvolsky said that he understood that a rep: 

at the end of this month, aud there were 


Import to Persia from Russia, 





Russia supplies the Persian market chieily with sug 
ec form about two-thirds of Russia's export to Persia, 
applied 61,124,000 krans of the total Persian impo i 
Of the total Porsian import of sand sugar (20,055,000 krans), Russia 
772,000 krans, Austria coming next, 

of cotton textiles the British Empire piveedes Russia, the 
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supplied 
Jn the supply to Per 
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posto “e repayments, and to limit our j 











figures for 1904-190 















Tn the supply of naphtha products Russia has hardly any competitor, though the 


coulil rely that negotiations were proceeding etweon the Po 
Jerman bank for an immediate advance, without any guarantees, of 5,000,000 toma 
(about $00,0001,), and also for a subsequent loan up to 15,000,000 tor 

500,0001,).. The Ioan would be secured on some suarante 


De 


| aa, | Tegtige | tom | Raa and dried, as mentioned on the last page of the above-mentioned note No. 
| z: ie | Jangest item of Porsian export to Russia (excluding cotton), 
| rma Krans, | Kans (Signed) ¥ Y COOKE, 
vena} 377,000) 114.787,000 5 408,000 
i a3 at Moscow, September 6, 1906. 
[31319] No. 179. 


(Received September V7.) 
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136, is the 


British Commercial Agent in Russia. 


; St, Petersburgh, September 8, 1906. 

M. ISVOLSKY called upon me this evening, and said that he wished to inform 
iyed information from a source on which he 
ian Government and a 





ans (about 


and concessions, and 


in Persia, 











iate stops should 
jan Governmont making a joint 


so frank with me, and T quite 





T\ould at once tolegraph to 


went was due to the Iinperial Bank 


Iso suns due 
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to tho str 








Krone, ould be necessary to seo that the proceeds of tho advance were prope 
From the Iii Bmpire vee 5:000,000 yeep 
Prva Risa cs TT s2o00,000 (Signed) 





f mediately. to the 
Bank. He thought it would be desirable to endeavour to arrange for the 


require- 


ts of the situation. I said that doubtless this matter could be arranged, and that it 
applied. 


A. NICOLSON. 









4,000 krans. 






‘Persian demand is comparatively small, the import from Russia he 
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Haport to Russia from Persia. 
ersin exported to Tussia in 19042905 chiefly fish, fresh _and salted 
(85,917,000 Kran) ; fresh and diied frutts (82,862,000 krans) ; rice (133,157,000 krans) 
‘Opium (13,510,000 keans); wool and woollen carpets, &e. ‘he export of opium was 
oxtraordinary, and probably accidental or chance, the export to Russia in the previous 
















(No. 603.) 
Sir, St. 
AFTER that we had terminated our conversatic 
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jan authorities of the control over the 








+ The Persian year counting from 21st March to 20th March (inelasive). 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 





wuce and loan to the Persian Government, 
rliich he desired: to speak to me. 


year being only 722,000 Kran: 4 o Gbte + mea telegram which he had rece: 
(Signed) HENRY COOKE, | : which his Excellency had had with Sir C. Hardinge, 
Moscow, September 6, 1906. British Commercial Aggit in Russia. expressed some surprise that the Russian Government 
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Sir Al, Nicolson to Sir Biioarid Grey.—(Received September V7.) 

. St. Petershurgh, September 11, 1906. 
1 CALLED on M, Isyolsky thi jould be glad to renew 

rexard to the Meshed-Seistan lin 

informed me that sinee 





ur Tast conversation he had received a 
Memorandum drawn up in his Department on the subject, and he would like to read it 
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that the Department had considered the matter to be of 0 little moment that the 
question had not even been submitted to him, 
T asked his Excellency to permit me to make a few observations on the subject, 
as {thought T could show him that the matter was not so innocent and simple as 
cht appear on the surface, Iu the first place, I thought that the Memorandum 
in error in supposing that the Tehran-Meshed line was under the control of 
the British Telegraph Oifiee, I remember that when {was at Tehran, the 'Tehran— 
Msliedl line worked most unsatisfactorily ; telegraph posts were continually bein 
d down and wires broken, and as there was considerable traffic over it, owing 
fghan Delimitation Commission, the delays and interruptions were most. 
‘inconyenien At my request the Persian Government permitted the officials of 
the Indian ‘Telegraph Office at Tehran to Keep the line in good order, aud 
this. we did at our expense, I believed that now the custom was to allot a 
subsidy of some 40,000 fr. to tho Persian Government to keep the line in order, 
and all that wre did was to request the Persian authorities to send orders to the Persian 
officials at the intermediate stations to repair damages. We ourselves had no officers 
on the line, and T doubted if the terminal lines were in our offices at ‘Tehran; Twas 
almost sure they were not. 
In regard to the Meshed-Seistan line, 1 would observe that early in June the 
battery aud sire of the Tine were moved from the Persian into, the Russian office, but 
by the end of June they were rotransterred to the Persian office, Now we had 
yeceived information Uiat, under pressure from the Russian Minister, the battery. and 
Wire were again to be brought into the Russian office, and, moreover, that M. Hartwig 
was req that the complete control of the line was to be handed over to the 
Russian authorities. i 
His Excellency interrupted me by saying that there was not a word in the 
Memorandum as 0 any intention of obtaining control over the line, and he did not 
y seo whi could be attached to placing the terminal line on to tho 
i 
Treplied tliat if no control had been requested, and would not be requested, T would 
not press that point but T pointed out that, if the terminal lines were in the Russian oflice, 
complete control would be held oyer all telegraphic commanication between "Tehran and 
the eastern portion of Persia, and this might prove a serious matter, What I wished to 
ask his Excelleney was that matters should be replaced on the footing on which they 
wore before June, certainly in regard to the location of the terminal lines. I did 
hot want for the moment to discuss the presence of Russian telegraph. officials on the 
Tine, that was a point towhich I might have to refer later, but T begged his Bxcelleney 
to send orders at present to the Russian Legation in Neliran to allow the terminal lines 
to remain in the Persian office, 
MM. Isvolsky. confessed that he was really puzzled. Me would tell me frankly that he 
jad no other information on the subject than that which was contained in the 
Memorandum which he had read to me, and beyond that paper he had not seen a 
Gocument on the subject. He saw that it would be necessary for him to read the whole 
‘ dossier.” He noticed that T always spoke of “offices,” and he would Like to know 
whether the Persian and Russian offices at Meshed were separate, or whether, as lic 
Understood, the Russian and Persian batteries and instruments were in the same room, 
Ttold him that T ad no information ag to these points, but as all. the reports which 
had received spoke of offices, 1 imagined that they must be separate rooms. ‘Whis, 
however, was not of great moment, ‘The question, to my mind, was that the Seistan 
telegraph line was to be under the control of Russian telegraphists, and that I earnestly 
trusted that he would send instructions which could enable mattors to remain in the same 
condition as they were before June last. We could discuss the general question of the 
Seistan Tine later, His Execlleney said that he must first study all the, papers, as my 
information differed from that which was contained in the Memorandum, He added 
that perhiaps his Department had not given both sides of the question, and he must look 
into the matter very carefully. He repeated his assurance that he had no desire to alter 
in any way the status quo, and that lie wished to abide by the understanding between the 
two Goveruments that neither country should take any steps pending a general 
agreement on Persia, : 
intend to consign in an aide-ménoire the substance of what T haye mentioned to 
his Excellency, and will send it to him to-morrow. I did not allude to any compromise 
in the shape of giving the Russian authorities conirol oyer the ‘Tehran-Meshed Tine in 
exchange for our exercising a similar control over the Meshed-Seistan line, as I have 
Some hopes, if matters have not -gone too fur at Meshed, to induce M. isvolsky to 
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digpateh the instructions which T have suggested. If T find that T eannot obtain this, 2 

‘vill then discuss with his Bxeolleney the alternative proposed by the Government of 

ee T have, &e. id 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





131330) No. 182. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edinard Grey.—(Reeeived September 17.) 
No. 611,) 
ir, St. Pelersburgh, September 12, 1906, 
WITIE reference to my despatch No, 607 of yesterday's date, [ have the honour 
to transinit copy of an aide-mémowe which I sent privately to M. Isvolsky this 
eceapitulating the observations which I made to his Excellency during our 
on in regard to the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line. 
" Isvolsky to be good enough to give me a reply as soon as he 
eniently can. 
‘conveniently cai ee 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 182, 
Aide-ménoire communicated to the Russian Goverament, September 12, 1006. 


DANS les premiers jours de duin (s..) Pappareil et le fil du télégraphe Meshed- 
Seistan furent transférés du Bureau Persan dans le Bureau Russ mais ils ont 6té 
n quelques jours plus tard, D'apris des renseignements 

ment Persan, surly demande Aiton, de la 


usse: 
graphique de Meshe 

eniployés Russes: station la ‘ : a 

‘quo le statu quo tol qu'il r )ne soit 

hangs, ctle Gouvernement Britannique esptre 4: vemnemen voudait 
‘euvoyer des instructions pour que le transfert de T aphique 
To Turon Russe wait pas Hien et que toutes les choses restent comme elles staient 
ayant lomois de duin (Nis). 

‘On pout remarquer «ailleurs que sur la . 
employ que toute intervention Ang c 
neussity I o Persan des Postes of Mélégraphes dexpédi \ 
Ciuploxés do remédiee aux défectuosit’s qui pourraient se présenter sur Ia ligne 
Lilegtaphique, Un subside est alloué au Gouvernement Persan pour faire face aus 
réparations nécessaires, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 80 Aoit (12 Septembre), 1906. 





{81337} No. 183. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 


No, 618, 
oe St. Petersburgh, September 13, 1906, 

1 CALLED on M. Isvolsky this afternoon and informed him that His Majesty's 
Government were ready to join in an advance to the Persian Government, and that the 
conditions as to the mode of ing of the money and of securing its proper applica- 
tion, which were proposed by the British and Russian Representatives in Tehran, met 
with your approval, In view, howerer, of the unstable situation in Persia, my Govern- 
Inent considered that it vould be neeessary to secure some guarantecs for their moiety 
Ut the advance, With this objeet we proposed that we should have a lien in addition to 


wu 


that which we already held upon the customs of the southern and Gulf ports. More- 
over, we considered it necessary that we should obtain an undertaking from the Persian 
Government that they would not grant to other Powers Concessions for railways, roids, 
or telegraphs in the district which lay to the east of a line drawn from Birjand to 
Bunder Abbas. I observed to his Excellency that, though of course T knew that the 
Russian Government had no designs in those quarters, still it was quite possible that 
other Powers, desirous of affording financial assistance to Persia, or of establishing an 
industrial or eomuercial footing in that country, might seck to develop the resources of 
provinces where it would be inconvenient for us to see foreign enterprise, and conse- 
quently foreign influence, introduced. 

M, Tsvolsky said that he understood this, and inquired what guarantees the Russian 
Government could demand for their share of the advance, I told him that west of the 
Tine which I liad mentioned there was ample scope for securing the necessary guarantees, 
and it seemed to me that the Russian Government would have no difficulty in sat 
‘guarding their interests in the northern and western portions of Persin, 

His Excelleney said that he was unable to give ine a reply offhand, and that he 
would be very grateful if £ would give him a “notice” containing our propositions, and 
that he trusted I would let him have it as soon as possible, I told him that I would 
have no objection to doing this, but “A titre trés confidenticl,”” and that, as T had to 
dispatch my bag this evening, could only let him have the “notice” to-morrow al the 
earliest, 

His Excellency said that he mentioned his desire to have the “notice” as soon as 
possible, as lie had received information that a delegate from the German bank was to 
arrive at Tehran at the end of this month—that is, in less than three weeks, He 
was afraid that if either of us, or both of us, imposed conditions of the nature which I 
had described, the Persian Government would immediately acquaint the German 
delegate with their character, and that the latter would, as he lind previously told me, 
probably express his readiness to make the necessary advances without any conditions 
at all, Tn that ease the Persian Government vould feel! no hesitation as to which offer 
they should accept. 

M, Isvolsky did not appear to be surprised at the conditions which I had communi 
cated to him, nor did he seem disposed to offer any objections to them, But think 
that he would prefer that the advances should be made without guurajitees, so. as to 
place our offers in ax favourable a light as possible to the Persian Government, and 
preclude them from listening to the temptations which may be eld out to them by 
German financiers. 

I must apologize if this despatch seems to be hasty in its composition, but T have 
only a very short time at my disposal before the bag closes, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON, 
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Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received September 17.) 
(No. 224.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government, 
My telegram No, 220 of the 1th instant, 
__ In the opinion of M, Isvolsky, it. would be more prudent not to connect a matter 
which would practically be the delimitation of spheres of influence in Persia with an 
advance, whieh is a comparatively trifling affair, He considera that, whon we take up 
the whole question of @ serious loan in commion, a matter which he hopes to speak to 
ye about ina day or two, the moment will have arrived for the discussion and arrange- 
nt of the large question of spheres of influence. In regard to the advance, he is of 
it would be wiser, on account of the considerations set forth im my 
telegram above referred to, to confine onrselves to— 
(«.) The postponement of the repayment of loans made by the Rus 
‘Tehran and the Duperial Bank of Persia, 
(é.) That we should be satisfied with a lien on the eustoms of the ports in the 
Persian Gulf and in Southern Persia, 
{1660} 20 


St. Petersburgh, Septeniber 17, 1906. 


Bank at 








(6) hat Englanil siould make hor moiety of the advonee immediately, while that 
furnished by Russia would be supplied in the course of five or six months, Tt would 
te inconvenient for the Russian Government to be obliged share of the 
Toan at once, owing to the necessity of obtaining legis 
siderations 





(31528) No. 185, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 17.) 

(No, 226.) 

seriiphic.) Ps St, Petersburgh, September 

TV HAVE beon requested! by Mini orvign Affairs 10 postpone discussion of 
question of Meshed-S i aceived additional information, expected 
immediately from ‘Veliran, 

Since he desires apparently (0 settle without delay jon of respective 
spheres of inf in Persia, this question. could inuilianeously 
‘With larger qiieation, on basis of thin alternative proposed by Indian Government. 





(31627] No. 186. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey— (Received Seplenber 18.) 
(No, 260.) 
(Pelographic.) P. Tehran, September 18, 1906. 
THERON movement 
People of Tabrev threaten to take sanctuary in the British Consulace General 
thore, and Mollalis and others have already resorted to the Resht Consulate, 
{ havo informed the Persian Government of this. 





(81629] No. 187. 


Mr. B, Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 18.) 


(No. 251.) 
(Volographic, Tehran, September 15, 1906. 

KARUN ins 

Consul at Molammoral, who 
rue that negotiations are pro 

hotween a German tle execution of the irrigation 
selieme devised by M. van Roggen, the Germans advancing a sum of 3,000,000 towans 
ALL per cont, the advance to be repaid from the profits of the undertaking. 

T have sent the follow a 


incor you mention and the Netherlands Minister are trying to carry out 
the iivigation selieine by floating an uternational Company with “a capital of 
330,000,000 fr, and Duteh directorate, 
Of a despatch to the Foreign Office, giving details of the scheme, and 
the last messenger, lias been forwarded to you 
o Nothing is known fo me as to German participation in the scheme, but the 
Persia innent are strongly suspected of trying to raise a loan from Germany. 
Please anal inquiries focally and let me’ know result.” 





{31738} No, 188, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received September 19.) 


egraphie.) St. Petersburgh, September 19, 1906. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN joint adyanee to Persia. 

With roference to ay telegram No. 224 of the 17th instant, Twas informed 
M, Involsky this afternoon that the return of the Emperor from bis yachting cruise had 
jicon postponed for a fow days, suid thithe lias, for this reason, been unable to consult 
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His Majesty in regard to the matter of spheres of influence and the other questions 
mentioned. He hopes to see the Emperor shortly, but in the meanwhile he still trusts 
Jhall be content to limit the security for our share of the advance to alien on 

the revennies of the customs of the ports of Sonthern Persia, and that the question of 
spheres of influence will be left over for discussion in connection with the proposal for 
a joint Anglo-Russian Joan, M, Isvolsky also expressed the hope that the sugge 
to postpone the repayment by the Persian Government of advances already made by 
the Imperial Bank will be agreed to by the latter. 

He repeated hi n that the best method of solving the question of Poisia 
between England and Russia was by means of spheres of influence. 





(31739) No. 139, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
No. 230.) 
(Telegeaphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, September 19, 1906. 
MY telegram No. 12 
tan lin 
sived front M, Isvolsky a Memorandum in explanation and justification 
of steps taken by Russian authorities. I informed him that 1 was authorized to 
Suggest, ax a compromise, that we should take the Meshed-Seistan line, leaving tho 
i Meshed line to Russia in exchange. M. Isvolsky, who said ho would consider 
iggestion, inquired whether it conld not be included in a discussion on the 
larger question. 1 stated in reply that this was, I thought, possible, and perhaps 
preferable. 
The report as to the attempt of the Russian Legation to secure complete control 
over the Seistan-Meshed line was stated in the Memorandum to be quite unfounded. 





(31532) No. 100, 


as Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4, Nicolson, 

loxraphic.) DP. Foreign Office, September 19, 1900. 

Fake aes 

No doubt the Russian Government will have their own view as to what fu the west 
and north should constitute for them.a spliere of interest corresponding to ours in the 
ast anil south, the middle portion being left. equally open to general enterprise, 

We have no objection to the first and second conditions mentioned in your telegtant 

of the 17th instant, but we think each Governmont, should. share. in the first 

ely of the also we might obtain from the Russians, as tho starting 
point of common action, recognition of the proposed line from Bunder Abbas to 
Birjand, 





[20702] No. 191, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, September 19, 1906. 
mace to your letuer of th imo, Tam directed by Secrotary. Sir 
to transmit to you herewith, for the information of Mr. Secretary Morley, copy 
of a despatch, with inclosures, from His Majesty's Representative at “Tohran, on tho 
subject of the expulsion of Messrs Ziogler's agent from Youd and tho seurity of 
Enropeans in that town.” 
8 , under the circumstances get forth in Mr, Grant Dufl’s despatch, 
oy is of opinion that no action is necessary for thie present in regard to the 
ant of a Consular guard at Yez 
lam, &e. 
(Signed) 











[31781] No. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received September 20.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, September 19, 1906. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 10th March last, I have the honour to 
transmit, for your information, copies of further correspondence which has passed 
between the Persian Legation and the Bank in reference to the overdraft of the Persian 
Government, for which the Bank holds a promissory note of Hix Imperial Majesty the 
Shab due to-morrovy. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Menager. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 192. 
Mirza Melidi Khan to Sir L. Grifin, 


Dene Sir Lepel Giffin, Persian Legation, September 12, 1906, 

1 HEREWITH inclose the translation of his Highness the Sndre \zam’s telegram, 
anil T hope to hive the pleasure of hearing from you soon that yourself and the 
Directors will aeceile to the request which the Sadre Azam has made,” And as soon as 
yon authorize me to telegraph this to his Highness I will do so, and will at the same 
iime mention fully about what you told meon Monday. I know th was in any 
way within the poser of his Highness to pay this amount le would not for a moment 

Kot asking the Imperial Bank to For reasons, which T mentioned to you, and 

of the difficulties existing, [ personally venture to say that the Imperial Bank, 
‘is the State Hunk of Persia, should, as they have alvays done, do. their utmost to assixt 
the Government, especially at the present momer 


shall personally be jrateful too if yourself and the Directors would arrange this 
matter as requested by the Sadre Azam. 


T remain, &e. 
(Signed) MENDI. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 


‘Sailre Azam to Persian Legation, London. 
(translation, 
legal (Wncated.] 
YOU are fully avare of the discussion and the arrangement in regard to the 
overdraft account of the Imperial Bank of Persia, Tam doing my utmost to procure a 
stm of money for the payment of this acconnt as soon as possible, so that the Chairman 
‘and the Directors of the Tmperial Bank may be at rest in rezard to this matter. But it 
is too plain, and the Chairman and the Directors will realize this, that during the short 
period that all the affairs have been intrusted to me and with the present state of the 
‘Treasury, in regard to which there are many difficulties, T have not in any way been 
able to procure hastily money for the payment of this loan. [want you therefore to 
see the Cliairman, and to tell him on my behalf that, in view of the gond intentions and 
the consideration which the Lmperiat Bank have always shown in facilitating the affairs 
‘of the Tmperial Treasury on this oeeasion, and now that Tam taking urgent steps to 
reforin the finances and to pay the debts of the Imperia! Government and have started 
in'this work, Erequest the Imperial Bank to co-operate with me and to assist me. ‘This 
will give His ial Majesty gratification, and I shall be grateful for it. I should 
like the Chairman and the Directors to_give me a little time—about a year—so that I 
way be able to proeare te amount of the overdraft aesount and pay it fo the Imperial 
sank. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 192. 
Sir L, Griffin to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 


Busshalls, Lindfield, Hayward’s Heath, 
‘My dear Mirza Mehdi Khan, September 18, 1906, 

I THANK you for your letter inclosing the copy of the Prime Minister’s telegram, 
and I placed them before my colleagues yesterday. 

‘hey were of the same opinion that I expressed to you verbally on Monday, that 
while the Imperial Bank was desirous of meeting the wishes of the Prime Minister in 
every way, yet that their first duty was to their shareholders, and that the overdraft of 
the Persian Government must be paid in order to legalize our position. We had 
already gone beyond the legal limit of our Concession, with the object of assisting the 
Persian Government at a critical time, His Imperial Majesty personally guarantecing 
the repayment of the advance at a fixed date now fast approachin; 

‘he Directors are sure that His Majesty would insist upon his promise to the Bank 
being duly honoured, and they have no doubt that this ean easily be done by a deposit 
of gold from the Private Treasury, which the Bank are quite ready to hold for a year, 
fand to return to the Treasury when the overdraft is liquidated in any more convenient 
or agreeable manner This can cause no difficulty, In any ease, the Bank confidently 
rely upon the due fulfilment of His Majesty's engagement. 

Believe me, &o, 

(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, 


Inclosure 4 in No, 192. 


Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir L. Gi 
(Private.) 
Dear Sir Lepel Griffin, Persian Legation, September 14, 1906. 
[HAVE just received your letter of yesterday's date, and I learn with regret the 
decision of the Board. I told you on Monday what I thought as regards the gold to 
which you referred, and do. you for one moment think that if it was at all possible for 
His nnperial Majesty and the Government (0 pay this amount fn some form of another 
ld defer it? 
rish, the purport of your letter, But my personal 
on bebialf of the Government, but having the 
Jovernment 


double effect: first, it will prove the conciliatory spirit’ of the Imperial Bank, and their 
desire to assist the Government in every way, and to accede to the first request the 
Sadre Azam has made; second, it will enable’ you to ascertain whether the report you 
have received in regard to gold is correct without in any way offending the Sadre Azam. 
T hope you will realize the sincerity of the suggestion I venture to make as a well-visher 
of the Bank, and will authorize me to telegraph to this effect. Should you wish to 
see me on tlie subject to-morrow I will be pleased to call on you any time convenient 
to you. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) MELLDI. 
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Tnclosure 5 in No. 192. 


Sir L. Griffin to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 


Buzshalls, Lindfield, Hayward's Heath, 
‘My dear Mirza Mehdi Khan, ‘September 15, 1906. 
T'SHALL not be returning to London till Monday, when I shall be pleased to seo 
you ifyou desire it, But T have nothing more to say on the question of the overdraft. 
com to forget that it is the Imperial Bank that should complain of the want of 

‘eration of the Persian Government, and it is quite wrong to accuse the Bank of 
wwant of consideration, ; 

In order to oblige and assist the Government we went beyond and outside our 
Jegal obligation ; and when we ask the Persian Government, as they’ solemnly promised, 
to plaeo us again in our legal position towards the sharcholders, they ask for delay after 
delay. 

HON « cannot accept this situation, and Tam quite certain that his Excellency the 
Prime Minister ean mect this small obligation of Tis Majesty without any difficulty. 
‘Anyhow, the Bank Directors eanuct consent to delay, ax it would be wrong to do so, 
looking: to the skarcholders’ interests and rights. 
Yours, &e. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN. 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 192, 
Mirza Mehdi Khan to Sir L. Griff 


Dear Sit Lepel Griffin, Persian Legation, September 16, 1006, 
THAVE received. your letter, Under these circumstances [will see you after L 
Have heard from the Sadte Azam with whom 1 have communicated. Lam sorry to see 
from your Totter that you have. misconstrued my remarks, as T have wever accused the 
Imperial Bank of want of consideration, What 1 said and repeat is that the Iinperial 
Bank asthe State Bank of Persia should show their traditional conciliatory spirit, and 
not press for payment at a time when the sole remedy is to give time, 
Yours, &e, 
(Signed) MEUDI, 





(31842) No, 193. 


Mr E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20.) 


‘Tehran, September 20, 1906, 
Nallate tothe number of twenty have take retage inthe ‘Tubreez Consulate 
Genoril out of sympathy for the reform movement, x 
inforuied hy the Minister for fi Affairs that, at a Council of Ministers 
Hol last Monday, the Shah openly expressed his approval of the National Assembl 
‘ked upon as a blow to the reactionary party, but the Inte Grand Vizier 
sped out 19 niiles from olian ans the Shah keeps up constant commtni- 
sation witht hitn. 
vee ie. rolugees still remaining in the Legation. haye been corralled in an outhouse, 
so that the yarden is clear of them. 
Tn the Consulate at Resht there are now 200 refugees. 





(31824) No. 10. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duft 
(No, 118.) 
(Polographic.) P. 
PIRSIAN refugees. a e 
Tuwuiry was made yesterday by Persian Chargé d’Affaires, on. instructions from 
his Government, as to why refugees had been allowed by you to remain at His Majesty's 


Foreign Office, September 20, 1906 


uz 


Legation, and why their requests, which were unreasonable, had heen communicated 
to the Persian Government by you officially. 

T replied that a week ago the refugees had been informed by you that nothing: 
more could be done for them, that the Minister for Foreign Affairs at ‘Tchran 
perfectly aware that you could not refuse asylum to them in the Legation or forcibly 
expel them, and that Shah's Government should try to save us_the inconvenience 
caused hy Such proceedings by endeavouring to settle their own affairs. 





131927) No. 195. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received September 21.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
flare, and, by direction of Ais, Secrotaxy Morley, 

s 1 of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from 
iceroy, dated the 19th Septeraber, relative to tlie Meshed-Seistan telegraph Vine. 


India Office, September 20, 1906. 


Inclosure in No, 195, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(elegraphic.) P. 
MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph, 
With reference to your telegram dated the 12th instant, y invite reference 
to telegrams addressed to Tehran, and no doubt repeated to Kemnion, and by 
Daukes, Tollowing is position at present moment: Russians are able to cut off or tap 
messages on Seistan line when they choose, Meshed termination of that line haying been 
brought into Russian office, ‘They haye thus secured position similar to ours on Tehran, 
ine. It is said that line will shortly he taken through Russian office in Soistan, and 
angements are being made by Russians, who hitherto have used game room in 
raph Oficaiae Ourselves and Carsians, fOr a eeharite: root to:thensélves, (On dig 
24) July resorve of ten Russian telegraphists and only four Bnitish signallers on 
Meshied-Soistan line was reported by Kennion in a letior to Mr. Grant Duff of that date, 
wi now lias probably been communicated to you, British signallons wore 
as follows: Nasratabad 1, Birjand 2, Turbat {. Of the Russian tolegraphists 
posted to Nasratabad, Khaf, Meshed, and Turbat, one cach to Birjan'l 


September 19, 1906. 


toro. that we 
and Shuster. 
(Repeated to Telran.) 





(31943) No. 196. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 21,) 


234, 
BRO) P, St. Petersburgh, September 21, 1906, 
PERSIAN advance. 

With referenco to your telegram No. 321 of the 19th instant, Twas informed 
today by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the Russian agree that thu 
first moiety of the advance should be made jointly by England and Russia, He furthor 
stated that the idea of His Majesty’s Government that the spheres of influence should 
leave the greater part of Persia open to general enterprise coincided with his own, 
will speak with him again on this point, and endeavour to gain more preciso information 
as to what M, Isvolsky considers should be the Russian sphere of influence, 

T did not press the point that we should obtain from Russia the recognition of our 
line as the starting point for common action, since he is so anxious not, 0 associate the 
question of spheres with that of the first advance, I will bring this point up later, and 
T trust that you approve my action. M, Isvolsky is very anxions that there should. ho 
is little delay as possible in making the advance, ax he is informed that the need of 
rnoney is very pressing now in Persia, 

He has been officially informed by the German Chargé d'Affaires that the Persians 
have given « Concession for the establishment of a bank to Germany, 
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[31944] No. 197. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received September 21.) 
(No, 235.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
FINANOTAL situation of Persia. 
Twas informed to-day by M. Isvolsky that M. Naus had been invited by the Minister 
‘of Finance to visit St. Petersburgh with a view to discussing the Persian financial 
situation, and also, I uindorstand, to ascertain the guarantees which may be available 
for future Toans to the Persian Government 


St. Petersburgh, September 21, 1906. 























(318421 No. 198, 
Sir award Grey to Mr. E, Grant Dup 

(No, 149.) 

(Tolographic.) P, 

[BAST.] 

T request you to inform His 
tnnst not encourage refugees to seck sh 
there, 

‘Although we do not repudiate in principle the Persian custom of sheltering 
persons who are eing unjustly persecuted, wo object strongly to the custom being 
einployed iy 4 means to effect certain ends in political movement with which His 
Majesty's Legation and Consulates should have nothing to do. 


Foreign Office, September 21, 1906. 





's Consuls atResht and Tabrecz that they 
fer at the Consulates, or to remain, if already 




















[32028] No, 199. 


Mrs B. Grant Duff to Sir Baward Grey.— (Received September 22. 









i, Tehran, September 22, 1906. 
BS at Tabrees and Resht, 
Tani ropeating the instructions contained in your telegram: 
Vabroo, Chad long ago given Consuls orders in the samo sense. 
You ma 
Unt the Porsian Gov ‘are poo 
His Majesty's Legation. or Its M 
determined people fron: invading their premises, 
Ai Wabreog, the troops threaten to joit, the people, and thi 
Aoputition to His Majesty’s Consul-Genoral to inforin him that th 


















No. 149 to Resht and 











> Consulates for pi 








rrison ins sent 
intend to do so. 






No. 200. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Ni 


{31738} 





Ison. 


Foreign Office, September 22, 1906. 





nity telegrams Nos. 
Whit is meant by the distinction between 4 “loan and an “advance”? We do 
not understand. Docs it imply that, apart from the 400,000) to be advanced now, a 
further joint loan is in prospect 
We have contemplated tend 
Government the smalle 
‘enibarrassment, 








(jointly 
sum needed 





I the Russian Government) to the 
them to escape from their present 
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182056) No. 201. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 

Wo. 240.) 

(Telegraphic. P. 

ADVANOB to Persian Government. 

M. Isyolsky came to see me this afternoon to inform mo that the Minister of 
Finance will be able to find Russia's share of the first moiety of the advance—that is, 
100,0001.—and that the Russian Bank at Tehran have been instructed to be ready to 
advance that sum. 

‘M. Isvolsky suggests details as to mode of payment, control over expenditure, &e., 
should be settled by us here, and that the Director of the Russian Bank, who is in 
St. Petersburgh, should be present at our interviews. I suggested that ‘Tehran was 
more suited to the settlement of these details. 

‘The present condition of affairs is therefore as follows :— 

Each Government is to make an immediate advance of 100,000!.. we securing, 
guarantee of our share by lien on southern customs. Reimbursement of sums duo to 
ioperial Bank and Russian Bank tobe postponed for the present, If immediate 
necessities require a sum of more than 200,000/,, tho Russian Government may havo to 
apply to us for assistance. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs seems to wish details as to mode of application of 
proceeds of advance, &e., should he arranged here, but Lwould submit it might be 
etter that it should ho done at ‘Tehran, 


St, Petersburgh, September 23, 1906. 














[82057] No. 2 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23, 
(No. 212.) 
(Telographic.) _P. St, Petersburgh, September 2 

ADVANCE to Persia, Your telegram No, 849 of the 23rd instant, 

‘The original proposal, as made by the Persian Government to the Russian Legation 
at Tehran, was fora loan of 10,000,000 tomans, to be preceded by an immediate 
itivance of 3,000,000 tomans (seo ny telegram No. 202 of the Slat August, 

ML Zoolski thought that the question of the loan should be lett for discussion when 
our mutual relations in regard to Persia are arranged, ‘The Russian and British Repre= 
sentatives in Persia thought that urgent necessities would be met: by an advance of 
400,000. Russia wished that her share of this might be postponed, and suggested 

, 200,000, should bo made at once, Tn your telegram 
4 of the 19th September, Twas then instructed to propose that Russia should 
share in the advaneo of this first moicty, aud this the Russian Government are 
now ready to-do, ‘They may, how Kus to assist them in finding their 
further contribution of 100,000. i new of 100,000 is required, 





1906. 





































(82058) No. 203, 


A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 


(Ni Confidential.) 
(Telographic.) P. St, Petersburgh, September 23, 1906, 

SPHERES of influence in Pers 

Twas informed confidential 
Minister of Finance, shared his Ex 
Abbas, and that the north of Persia 
Were their personal ones, and it was 



















y this afternoon that M. Kokovtsel, the 
as to our lino from Birjand to Bunder 
a spliore for Russia. These views 
to persnade the Emperor and the 












General Staff of the Army to indorse them. He went on. to say that should Russia be 
desirous of constnicting railways in her sphere, it would be necessary for her to apply 
for neutral capital to build them with, Te would not invite capital for this 







purpose, but would seck for Dutch or Belgian. He snot sure how 
‘our line would be viewed by the General Staff, since it eut off a zone of strategical and 
political importance; as, however, the chief object of any arrangement which might be 
arrived at was the prevention of future collisions, both hie and M, Kokoviseff personally 
favoured our Tine. : 
(1860) 2Q 
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was proposed should be taken by Ru: 
Jad also politicn! cal importance, and we therefore were on a footing of 
quality; and 1 added that His Majesty's Government considered that it was of 
paramount importance that we should obtain the sphere of interest which we had 
proposed, Ti reply to my question as to whether it would not be possible to effect an 

of the Tchran-Meshed and Seistan-Meshed telegraph lines, pending. the 
snitloment of the whole Persian question, which I now foresaw would take some time, 
that 1 would jiestion to be arranged at the same time 
reply; but should you wish 


In reply, Ts 


























it, T will press hin to treat this question separately. 
Ie to. consult. the 





1 an of opinion that it would he 
for tlie mioment, and to confine our eon 








132029) 





No. 204. 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 


(No. 254) 
eloraphic) By ‘Tehran, September 
SHISTAN disturbances. Your telegram No. 113 of the 17th 
Thave re telegram from Mis Majesty’s Consul in S 
that the Porsi ‘nent hive sent orders to the special official charge 
inquiry to sod the ringleaders in the riots and the Deputy Governor to His 
Consul cy are to olla an apology and disenss the amount, of compe 
to bo paid replied that his instructions were that he might accept 
the brn yareod to by the special oflic 
vot less, 
AVith your sanction 1 propose to approve His Majesty’ 





























Consul’s reply. 








(32030) No. 205, 





Mr, B. Grinit, Duff lo Sir Baiward Grey.— (Received September 23.) 








(No. 
(Holegruphie.) Ps 

GERMAN Bank, 

V have: boon informed verbally 
opened about the heginning of next 

Manager of Tuiperial Bank of Pe 





‘Tehran, September 2%, 1900. 


German Chargé d'Affaires that the bank will he 





oars 
sin informed. 











No. 206, 


182882) 





1.) 


Vine Bs Grant Duff to Sir Etwarit Grey —(Received Septe) 


Tehran, September 24, 1906. 





last night by the Grand Vizier that he had sent to the authorities 
sn Axerbaijan aud itv all other provinces printed copies of the Shab’s Rescript granting 
iM Gonstitution and of the Regulations forthe Assembly, His Highness added that the 
Cleotions tor the Assembly are proceedin 

You sliould inform the refuzees of this, and make it clear to them at the same time 
that the Persian Government alone is concerned in the earcying out of the Shah's 
omises, Point, ont to them the absolute impossibility of constituting a National 
‘Assembly otherwise than slowly.” 


“Twas infor 
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[32334] No. 207. 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 24.) 


(No. 257.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, September 24, 1906, 
HIS. Majesty's Consul in Seistan telegraphs as follows :— 


“Russians have now taken control of this end of the line. ‘They yesterday evening 
cut the connection leading into the Persian office and led the line direct into the Russian 
office, which is now separate from the Persian, Connection is therefore now given to 
the Persian office through the Russian office, 

“Twas verbally informed by the Mumtahen-es-Saltaneh that the Minister of 
‘Pelegraphs had telegraphed from Tehran that any such action on the part of the 
Russians was to be opposed, but no steps seem to have been taken to prevent it, He 
also said he had reason to believe that the Russians intend to take under theit own 
ontrol all the intermediate stations between Seistan and Meshed at which they have 
signallers.” 

‘The Grand Vizier distinctly promised me that Russian interference with the Seistan 
nd of the Tine woul not he allowed, Tam addressing note to his Highness on the 
subject, 

‘he above telegram, I may mention, was sent over the Meshed-Seistan line, and, 
though dated 21st September, only reached me to-day, 














(32338) No, 208, 

Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 24.) 

(No, 208.) 

(Pelegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, September 24, 1906, 
‘ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance to Persian Government : Your telegram No. 161, 
Tam informed by M. Naus that in order to pay last year's salaries here and in the 

provinces a stim of from 200,000. to 260,001, is required immediately by the Persian 

Government, He vould prefer that the Intter sum should be advanced without delay, 
‘The whole amount required is about 400,002, to 600,001, 

‘The Persian Government are in urgent need of money, and, if it be given at once, 
the position of the Grand Vizier, which is somewhat precatious, will be strengthened, 

















[32344] No. 209. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 24.) 
(No. 259) 
(Telegrap! - ‘ Tehran, September 24, 1906, 

THE Russians are trying to eject Governor-General of Khorasan, and Consul- 
General at Meshed suggests that I should support him, 

Tt not unfrequently happens that His Majesty's Consuls, espectally those nominated. 
by the Government of India, ask me to take action on the ground that it will bo to our 
interest and against that of Russia, His Majesty's Government at the same time have 
instructed me positively, in dealing with the present situation in Persia, to co-operate 
with the Russian Minister. It is obvious that we must either actively oppose Russia or 
Tidenvour to eome 16 dome arrangement with her. ‘The result will only be ennfision if 
hile Lam endeavouring to make friends with the Russians here, His Majesty's Consuls 
continue to fight them, sd 

Twould suggest that the Russian Government might be invited to come to an 
arravgement by which instructions should be sent to the Consular officers of both Powers 
in. Persia to desist from any action contrary to the interests of cither party. ‘The 
Persians at present take full advantage of the old rivalry, which continues unabated. 
ish at the same time to say distinetly that I'am not swtistied as yet that, 
Russia is playing fair, Her action with regard to the Meshed—Seistan line is 
suspicious. : 
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131943] No. 210. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No, 353,) ; 
(Relegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 24, 1906. 


AOINT advance to Persia. 
Tapprove your action (see your telegram N 








9. 234), 


























(32029) No. 211. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Mr. E. Grant Duft 









(No, 153.) 





(Velegraphic.) P, Roreign Office, September 24, 1906. 
RIOTS dat Seistan. 3 
Thave received your telogram No. 254, and authorize you to approve, as amount 





of compensation, the sum of 100/, 








(32424) No, 212. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 25.) 


fin, India Office, September 24, 1906. 

IN reply to Mr, Campbell's letter of the 20th instant, Lam directed to say that 
Mx, Scoretary Morley concurs in Sir 1. Grey's proposal to instrnct Mr. Grant Duff that 
Ticutenant-Colonel Douglas’ proposed tour to. the ‘Turco: frontier should be 


postponed in view of the disturbed condition of the frontier distriets, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 

















(31810) No. 213, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir F, Lascelles 





Foreign Office, September 25, 1906, 
nan Chargé dAMaires ealled on the 18th instant, and drew attention to 
a statement in the “Pines” to the effect that w German. bank is to be established in 
‘Plan, He said that, in order to avoid the possibility: of any anisunderstanding, he 
iad Leon instructed to state the following facts :— : 

‘Tho Porsian Government had recently offered a concession for a i 
‘Tolan, and although nothing had so far been decided, it was proposed to accept this 
concoavion, since Gorman merchants wished to have such « bank through which thoy 
Could transact their commercial business, M. Tchirsky, however, wished it to be 
tmiderstood that the aeceptance of this suggestion indicated no change in German 
policy, a regards Persia, whore Germany hid no political interests, and only wished 
to duvolop hier trade, 
Sir 0, Hardin, 
fora State Bank, and 
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erman bank in 


























who in my absence received Baron Stumm, 
id that if this wore so it would I 
ter of the Bank of Persia, which had the monopoly of Government 
fu which British eapital’ was largely: interested. He replied that he believed it to be 
pnrely commercial bank, like any ordinary Euglish or foreign bank in London. 

Sit Cy Hardinge informed Baron Stumm. that at Cronberg M. Tehir: 
repeated to him more: than once th no political i whate 
Persia, ler interests being purely cor that he took note of the repetition. 
OF figs statement, weigh he would not fa to report to m 

Sir C. Hardinge then said that w report had heen current to the effect that German 
financiers were offerings a loan to Bors ked if this were so. Baron Stumm 
feplied that he had heard nothing of such a report, and did uot bel to be true. 
Sir O. Hardinge added that the Persian Government had applied to us and to the 
Tiussians fora loan, and that, the question of each country offering to advance a small 
pum was under consideration; but that if German loam should be also in prospect 





asked if the concession 
infringement of the 
Dnsiness, and 


















































































there would necessarily be a conflict on the subject of the security to be offered, since 
the customs receipt 

customs hiad already been hypothecated as security for a Russian 
customs for an English loan. Baron Stumm repeated his assertion that he had heard 
nothing of this rumour and disbelieved it. 
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were the only security worth having in Persia, and the northern 
loan and the southern 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 
















(82545) 


(No. 246) 


(felegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 26, 1908, 
—T HAVE been asked by Minister for Foreign Affairs if Thnye any news 03 regards 
the Shah’s health, which he says has become worse. 


No, 214. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 








[32553] 


(No. 261.) 


(Celegraphio) P. Tehran, September 26, 1900. 
IEEORM movement: 
Hlis Majesty's Consulate at Resht has now been vacated by the refugees. 






No. 215. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 26.) 





telegram No. 250. 










(82056) 


(No. 364.) 


(elegraphic.) 2. Foreign Office, September 26, 1906. 

JOINT Persi 

Seo your tele; 

His Majesty's Government aro of opinion that the arrangement of details would be 
moto practical 

‘ou ma 



















No. 216. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 








n No, 240 of the 23rd instant. 





rried out at Tehran than in London or St. Petersburgh. 
inform M. Isvolsky of this. 








[32626] 


Sir, 
1AM 


Secretary of State for Foreign AV 
the 23rd instant, on tho subject of 
wrament, from Indian revenues, 


Gi 
scheme. 





Mr. Morley has no information as to the contingene 
Govornmont of India beyond that which is given in the telegram from His Maj 
Chargé d’AMfaires at ‘Tehran of the 18th September, on whieh the Vieoroy’s suggestions 


re based. 
Toan in 








No, 217. 
India Office 10 Foreign Ofice.—(Received September 27.) 


India Office, September 26, 1906. 
close, for the information of the 
airs, « copy of a telegram: from the Viceroy, dated 
adyauco in certain contingencies to the Persian 
in return for a concession of the Karun irrigation 





directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to 











es contemplated by. the 
ity's. 











Bit even if it should he found that the Persian Governmentare nogotiatin, 

onnection with the Karan scheme, independently of the Russian and Britis 
ir. Morley doubts whether, in the present position of the negotiations 

it would be practicable to make any advance to the Persian Government 
‘ugteement with the Russian Cow 


















(Signed) | HORACE. WALPOLE. 
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Tnclosure in No, 217. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(elegraphic,) P. September 23, 1906, 

KARUN irrigation, Rumour of a loan by Germany to Persia for purposes of this 
scheme, referred to in teloy His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, Tehran, dated 
the 18th instant, ‘The Sheikh has asked us to keep him informed, and says that he 
does not understand how wwe could agree to transaction, 

It will he in the recollection of His Majesty’s Government that a British engineer 
was deputed, at request of Foreign Office, to investigate scheme, and has been engaged 
on this work for some time past ‘This olficer has reported Van Roggen's scheme to 
he impracticable, but is proparing a feasible project calculated to irrigate a very 
considerable area, though the utility of Karun as a navigable stream would probably 
he destroyed in consequence. 

In our telegram of the 9th January last we have already intimated that am 
concession for Karun irrigation, should, in our opinion, be obtained for Britis 
enterprise, if possible, the object being partly to counterbalance any loss of trade 

jclv might be the result of closing th igation, and partly for political 
reasons, 10 enable us to secure possession of harbours in Khor Musa. In view of 
sectiring such a concession, we have more than once expressed our willingness to make 
4 loan to the Persian Govermuent, We are still ready to do this; and, further, to 
ronder assistance in executing the scheme, in so far as it can be shown to be feasible, 
ata cost which would prove remunerative, 

influence into Khor Musa and Karun regions, would, wo 

to think, idicial to our interests, and it was a fear of this result, 

that, in some measure inade us depreeate drawing at Bunder Abbas the line of 

British concessions, The difhiculties which we have already set forth in our telegram 

of the 18th instant as likely to result from the proposed division of sphere of influence, 
would be intensified by German intrusion, 

Tt appears to us that a British loan for the Karun irrigation scheme seems all 
tho more. nec in. view of the decision recorded by Defence Committee on the 
26th July, that it was essential to retain full control over the tract at the end of 
he Bagdad Railway, which contains both shores of the Shatel-Arab. Germany. will 
acquire influence over the eastern shore of the Shat-cl-Arab, and over the whole of 
Mohimnmerih, if she is allowed to make a loan. 

We gather from your telegram of, the 20th instant, that it will he six months, 
which might be too lute, before Russia is able to find money ; and it seems probable 
that, in order to anticipate German action, she would agreo to the concession being 
geuited to us. Any ultimate settlement, as to spheres of influence, would not be 
prejudicially affected by our acquisition of the concession, which would, onthe contrary, 
be of advantage in negotiations in the future, and would go far to secure a hold pon 
the lower section of the Bag jlway, in the event of the Karun tract remaining 
wvith us. 

Wo note that, in his conversation with Sir A. Nicolson, M, Isvolsky does not 
appear to have suggested that the wholo of the Persian littoral west of Bunder Abbas 
should ho given to Russia, [tinay be, therefore, that she will not object to retention 
Gl dhe Mothmmorah region by us eepoctally if ve are able to forestall German. getion 
ly « prompt advance of money. We would add that support would be secured to two 
important concessions which British enterprise is already working, viz., the Lur and 
Bakhtiari roads, both terminating at Ahwaz, by our retention of the Karan region, and 
this is an incidental advantage of the scheme, 

(Repeated to Mehran andl Bushire,) 





(82058) No. 218. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 369.) 
(Relegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 27, 1906. 

TERER to your telegrams No, 234 of the 2st and Nos. 240 and 243 of the 
23rd instant: Joint loan to the Persian Government, 

ro of His Majesty's Government, in ¢o-operating with Russia for this 

purpose, has heen to obtain a general settlement of the relations in Persia between the 
two Powers. 
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His Majesty's Government would, therefore, prefer that the Russian Government 
should at once, as the starting point of common action, consent to the immediato 
settlement of the Seistan telegraph difficulty and the delimitation of our sphere of 
influence in Eastern Persia by the recognition of the Bunder Abbas-Birjand line. ‘This 
course would not he precluded by our acceptance of what appears to be M. Isvolsiky’s 
view—namely, that it would not be advisable to require any conditions from the 
Persian Government in return for our advance. If, however, the immediate payment 
of the first moiety, before you have succeeded in arriving at an arrangement on tho 
above terms, is rendered necessary by the exigencies of the present Persian situation, 
we will not object to making our contribution of 100,000. ‘This step would have {tho 
merit of being the first towards an agreement hetween the two Powers, 

Unless, however, the Russian Goverament recognize the Bunder Abbas-Birjand 
ino, and a settlement of the telegraph difficulty accordingly is reached, His Majesty's 
Government will be unable to contribute to the second moiety. You should make it 
quite clear to the Rnssian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


(32344) No. 219. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No, 875. 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 27, 1906. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN negotiations respecting Persia, 

It is very much to be desired that the rivalry between the British and Russian 
Consular officers in Persia, spoken of in telegram No, 259 from ‘Tehran of the 24th 
instant, should cease during the progress of these negotiations, 

With regard to the suggestion in the second paragraph of the above-mentioned 
telegram, you may use your own diserotion as to whether you should speak to M, Isvolsky 
in such a sense, 





(32058) No, 220, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Foreign Office, September 28, 1900, 

I AM directed by Sir E, Grey to state, for the information of the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, that for some time past the finanoial 
situation in Persia has occupied the serious attention of His Majesty's Government. 

‘When at the close of last year repeated requests for an advanco were made to 
His Majesty's Government hy the Persian Government, it was recognized that such 
@ proposal could not then be usefully entertained, since His Majesty's Government. 
would lave no control over the application of the loan, and thoy had reason to fear 
That it woul not be onployed to anrantage, and tolghtultlaataly sorve (0, inovensg 
the embarrassments of the Persian Exchequer. 

Tn theso circumstances, the Russian Government were approached with a view to 
effecting an arrangement, ly which the Persian Government, shonld no longer be in a 

sition to obtain loans from Great Britain and Russia by alternately playing off ono 

ower against the other, ‘Tho Teusalan Goverument folly recogntcad ihe Tors of this 
view, and it was agreed that, no advance should henceforth be made by either Power 
without previous consultation between the two Governments. 

‘At the beginning of this month it hecame apparent, however, that the Persian 
Government was in serious need of pecuniary assistance, in order to meet the regular 
charges of the Administration; and, from information which had reached’ His 
Majesty's Government and the Russian Government, it was clear that, should such 
assistance not otherwise be forthcoming, requests of the Persian Government would, 
to the serious prejudice of the interests of Great Britain and Russia, be moro 
favourably entertained in other quarters. 

‘The two Governments accortlingly decided, after consultation with their represen- 
tatives at Tehran, that it would be expedient to make, in equal moieties, an immediate 
advance of 200,000, to the Persian Government, and a further advance of 200,000, 
at a later date; and they agreed that no portion of this loan should be applied to 
the repayment of former loans negotiated through the Imperial Bank of Persia or the 
Russian Banque des Préts. 
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Tt is proposed that the mode of application of the contemplated tos 
the details of repayment should be decided at ‘Tehran or St. Petersburgh forthwit 

Sir Edward Grey lias been in consultation with the India Office on the subject, 
‘and it has been agreed that the British moiety of the advance shall be made in equal 
Portions from Indian and Tmperial funds, and shall be secured on the customs of the 
forts of Southern Persia and the Persian Gulf. 

‘Phe rate of interest will be the same as in the case of the advances to the 
Persian Government in April 1903 and September 1904 ‘ 

TL is therefore proposed that the Government of India should at once provide 
a sum of 50,0001, to enable the Imperial Bank of Persia to make an advance of that 
Amount to the Persian Government at 5 per cent, interest, of which 4 per cent. would 
‘he remitted as received to the Government of Tn the Bank would retain a 
gommission of 1 per cent. per annum for its servives in the matter. ; 

T am accordingly to request that, if the Lords Commissioners concur in the 
hove proposal, which has already formed the subject of verbal communications with 
your Department, the necessary instructions may be issued in order that a sum of 
50,0002, may be paid, under similar conditions, from Imperial funds to the Imperial 
‘Hank of Persin for the purpose in questio aa 

an, ee 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





(32058) No, 221° 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Foreign Office, September % 
you that [lis Majesty 
ent, to make w joint 


ent have do Paha 10 be exclusively devoted 


nol exceeding 100,001, to the Persian, 
to the pressing requitoments of the Administration, - , 
‘his advance is to be made by the British and Russian Governments, in oq 
mnoities, tlrongh the huporial Bank of Persia and the Russian Banque des P: 
rospeotieles an, subject to, dhe settlement of details, bas been arranged that 
200,008. shall be paid to the T 1 Government att a y dla : 
This proposed that tho British share of this advaniee (100,000) shall be furnished 
in oqual amounts from Imperial and Indian funds; that it shall be secured on the 
Pint gt the ports of Southern Persin andl tho Porsian Gulf; aud that the conditions 
ns to intrest allo the sane as in the ease of the advances made to the Persian 
Jovernment in April 1903 and September 1904, 
Herr ccortengly. to inform you that a draft for 50,000L, to the order of the 
Secrotary of State for Roreign Affairs, will be forv 
am to add that Sir B, Grey is in consultation with the Secretary of 
the payment of a further sum of 50,0001, to be provided from Tudian fu 
aamn Tian to request Ghat, pending the receipt of further instructions, the above sum of 
100,000, may be placed to the order of His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, 
: Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | CHARLES HARDINGE. 





(328761 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edivard Grey —(Received September 29.) 


et dP. Tehran, September 29, 1906. 
MUSHED-SEISTAN line. x 
vdreukGoneral at Meshed suggests that a British sigoaller should be placed 
Khaf and su extra signaller be provided for Meshed, The signaller at Turbat-i-k 
recently complained that communication with Seistan and intermediate stations wi 
put off. F 
ree Tuniterstind that the extra signaller for Meshed has already been sanctioned. 
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[32893] No. 233. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 29.) 


(No. 266.) 

(Tolegraphic.) P. Tehran, September 29, 1906. 
THE Shah’s dropsy, Lhear, has increased, and his health is less satisfactory, T 

hear this from a sure source. 





[32883] No. 224, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 29.) 


No, 250.) 
‘clegraphic.)_P. St, Petersburgh, September 29, 1906. 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 860 of the 27th instant, I have tle honour 
to report that I called on M. Isvolsky this morning and inquired of him whether he was 
able to give mea reply with regard to the settlement of details of expenditure of fst 
moiety of advance to Persia at Tehran, and not at St. Petersburgh, He replied that he 
vas in consultation with the Minister of Finance, and would very shortly give me an 
answer. T then said that it was most desirable, in the opinion of my Government, that 
our line from Birjand to Bundar Abbas should be recogniz@d by the Russian Government 
before, at any rate, the second advance to Persia was made, [ explained the reasons as 
Jaid down in your telegram above mentioned, ‘The Minister for Foreign AMfairs referred 
at some length to the question of spheres of interest, and emphasized the difficulty he 
would have in inducing other Ministries to consent to our line, and he asked me if my 
Government made the acceptance by Rassin of the line in question a xine qua non to 
their joining in the second moiety of advance. I said that, to speak frankly, that was 
the case, He replied that in those circumstances his position would be rondered very 

ficult, and if the second moiety was urgently required by the Persian Government, 
Russin would have to advance it herself, She was desirous of our co-operation, but she 
could find the money alone, 

M. Isvolsky begged me to submit to you most earnestly that we should not jeopardize 
a future arrangement by rushing mutters, Ho as bitmell favourable 1 out line, but Ho 
would tell me quite frankly that he would have hard fight to obtain it. He would far 
prefer to leaye the question of spheres of interest alone for the moment, and to make 
the whole advance conjointly, He dwelt on his aim of eventually drawing up a Conver 
tion embracing all questions at issue in Persia, Afghanistan, and Thibet, and of arriving 
at an arrangement by which, humanly speaking, all danger of future rivalry and conflict 
would be removed, All. the questions hung together; no one could be settled 
independently and apart. He thought that to divulge our cards prematurely vould be 
most imprudent, not to one another or to the Persian Government, but to third parties, 
and we should be doing this if we arranged at once merely one part of the whole 
Sclieme: There wonll be no further reason for reserves oxo tho whole Convention vad 
settled, 

T said T would let you know his views. I have no doubt as to his sincerity, and 
think we may frighten him off the whole question if we press him too hard as to our 
fine, He was perfectly friendly, and there was nothing petulant in his allusion to Russia 
being able to advance second moiety herself. I expect they could find the money at a 
pinch, I think they suspect we may be trying to take advantage of their internal 
Gifficulties. They are very sensitive just at present. If T may be allowed to make « 
suggestion, { would recommend joint action as to the whole of the advance, and that 
we should not insist on the acceptance of our line as an indispensable condition to our 
co-operation, 


(32884) No, 225. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 29.) 
(No. 251.) 
(elegraphie.) B. St. Pelersburgh, September 2 
MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph. 
T had a serious conversation with M. Isvolsky this morning with regard to the above 
jon, and said that unless it was settled promptly the matter might heeeme a very 
troublesome one. 


[16603 28 





I again proposed the compromise of exchanging lines, and advanced obvious 
arguments in favour of this scheme. He said he would make a study of the matter, 
Dut submitted for your consideration that it might create considerable noise, and that an 
appeal by the Persian Government to a third party might result, He would still for 
prefer it should be deferred until the conclusion of our general Agreement. I said, that 
its treatment apart would be an easy matter, and that I did not see why it should be the 
cause of more comment or excitement than would be our joint advance, and that if the 
Persian Government did see that our two countries were working together, it would be 
of no disadvantaze to us, I gave him to understand that our participation in the second 
moiety of the adyance would be influenced by an immediate settlement of this question, 
but I will await your instructions as to renewing pressure on this question in view of the 
‘Minister's observations reported in my immediately preceding telegram, 





[32885] No. 226. 
Sir A. Nicolson lo Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received September 29.) 


. Petersburgh, September 29, 1906. 
h instant, 


from the Legation at Tehran. 





(32886 | No. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 


No, 253.) 

{ieloweaphi) P, St, Petersburgh, September 30, 1906. 
‘THE Minister for Foreign Affairs informs me that he agrees to the details as to 

the mode of ‘ent of the advance to Persia being settled by our respective Ministers, 

and not in St. Petersburgh. ‘The Russian Minister and Russian Bank have received 

instructions to that effect. 





